
SMPTE Engineering Committees 
Meet in Cypress, Calif. 

Neil Neubert and JVC 
Professional Products in Cypress, 
Calif., served as hosts for the quar- 
terly meetings of the SMPTE 
Engineering Committees. Over 
100 committee members attended 
the week-long session held 
December 7 to 11, 1998 (Figs. 1 
and 2). 

The meetings featured the debut of 
the SMPTE portable local area 
network to interconnect attendees’ 
laptop computers. Identified as 
“SMPTE-Road,” the HP 
Omnibook 7100 laptop computer 
uses the Windows NT Server 4.0 
operating system with lOBase T 
Ethernet connections (Fig. 3). The 
Ethernet hubs provided connectiv- 
ity for up to 100 participants. The 
room layout is shown in Fig. 4. 

The network included a router and 
external 56 kbit/sec modem with 
dial-up connection to an Internet 
service provider. Participants had 
access to all Internet facilities 
including the world wide web, file 
transfer protocol, and e-mail. This 
experimental system was deemed 
a success and will be used at 
future Engineering Committee 
meetings. Additionally, a JVC- 
supplied service duplicated all of 
the documents on the server com- 
puter to CD-ROMs, which’ were 
distributed to all participants. 

Client laptop computers included 
PC-types with Windows 95, 
Windows 98, Windows NT 
Workstation, and Windows NT 
Server operating systems plus sev- 
eral Macintoshes. Laptops 
required a 1 OBase T Ethernet card 
plus a TCPAP stack. 

- Carlos V. Girod, Jr., P.E. 
Pkotographs by Neil Neirbert 

Figure 1. David Fibush chairs the Committee on Compression Technology, C24, meeting. 

Figure 2. Carl Girod, SMPTE Director of Engineering, at a client‘s laptop computer. The serv- 
er laptop is shown top center. 
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SMPTE-Road LAN at 
JVC Professional Products 
Cypress, CA 1998-1 2-07/11 

C.V. Girod, P.E. 1998-12-09 

Figure 3. Block diagram of portable Local Area Network. 

SMPTE-Road LAN at JVC Professional Products 
Cypress, CA 1998-12-07/11 
C.V. Girod, P.E. 1998-12-09 

Figure 4. Floor plan of layout and cabling. 
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INTRODUCING 
Three titles for Video 

Imaging Professionals 

Principles of Digital Audio & Video 
Video markets, including television, telecom, and computers are experiencing an exciting transition from 
analog to digital technology. TV-style motion video, now digital, is appearing in new venues such as the 
digitally interactive Internet. This comprehensive, clearly written book provides practicing and future sys- 
tem engineers with a firm grounding in digital technology-focusing on digital audio and video in partic- 
ular-and shows how it applies to all fields. Published in 1998 by Artech House. 

Members $63.00 Nonmembers $75.00 

Video Camera Technology 
Authored by a pioneer and leading authority in broadcast and video technology, this comprehensive 
examination of video camera technology and applications covers the fundamentals and latest advances in 
cameras ranging from consumer camcorders to state-of-the-art professional broadcast models. Focusing 
on the latest digital technology used in today’s cameras, this book is the first to cover camera technology 
as it applies to a broad range of fields including broadcasting, computers, and telecommunications. 
Broadcast engineering professionals, electrical engineers, and computer scientists will appreciate this 
book’s clarity, detail, and authoritativeness. Published by Artech House in 1998. 

Members $63.00 Nonmembers $75.00 

Digital Video Communications 
This comprehensive book provides you with a solid understanding of the applications and supporting 
technologies associated with digital video communications, and shows you how to provide reliable, flex- 
ible, and robust video transmission over various networks. Includes in-depth discussions of new and 
emerging applications of digital video communications to new digital video compression and decoding 
techniques. Published by Artech House in 1997. 
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Principles of Digital Audio & Video 
Strengthen your grasp of the underlying principles Practical applications of digital A N  

Audio Fundamentals Digital Signal Processing 

Members $63 .OO Nonmembers $75.00 

Video Camera Technology 
Audio Fundamentals Image Sensors Telecine Cameras HDTV Cameras Digital Multimedia 

Digital Still-Picture Cameras 

Members $63.00 Nonmembers $75.00 

Digital Video Communications 
Entertainment Broadcasting The Internet Architecture Internet Protocols Video on Demand 

Decoding Techniques Video Compression Techniques 

Members $58.00 Nonmembers $69.00 

Q ~ Y *  Title Amt. ($9 

Subtotal $ 
** SHIPPING Fee (Per Book) 
Please Apply To Subtotal 
United States $6.00 US '* Shipping $ 
Canada & Mexico $7.00 US 
International $12.00 us Total $ 

Payment Information 
Credit Card: 0 Visa 0 MC 0 AmEx 

Acct. No.: Exp. Date: 

Checks payable in US. dollars drawn on a U,S.Bank 
Bank transfer to Bank of New York, 48 Wall Street, New York. N.Y. 
Society of Motion Picture & Television Engineers 
Acct. #0005-217377,s E. Pkwy., Scarsdale, NY, Branch #729 

Please allow 2-4 weeks for Domestic Delivery, 
4-8 weeks for International Delivery. 

Return To: 
SMPTE Publications 
595 West Hartsdale Avenue 
Whitc Plains, NY 10607 
Tel. 914.761.1 100 
Website: www.smpte.org 

Fax: 914.761.31 15 

City, State: 

Postal Code: Country: 

Contact Name: 

Tel: Fax: 
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