
50 Years Ago in the 
Jo u m a  1 

The purpose of this column is primarily entertainment, but we 
hope it will also stimulate your thinking and reflection on the 
Society’s history, how far we have come i n  the industry, and 
(sometimes) how some things never change. This is not meant 
to be an authoritative reference, and no attempt is made to cor- 
rect any past  errors or omissions of the Journal. We simply 
hope you enjoy the material. 

25 Years Ago in the 
Jo u rn a 1 
The October 1976 reported on 
t h e  following S t a n d a r d s  a n d  
Recommended Practices: “Two 
Proposed SMPTE Recommended 
Practices are published here for 
a trial period and public review: 
R P  27.1, Specif icat ions for 
Opera t iona l  Alignment  Tes t  
Pattern for Television ... and RP 
27.5, Specifications for Mid- 
Frequency  Response T e s t  
P a t t e r n  for Television .... The 
[ISO] recent ly  approved two 

Internat ional  Standards,  t h e  
technical content of which is 
published here for your infor- 
mation: IS0 466-1976, Cine- 
matography-Image Produced 
by 16-mm Mot ion-Pic ture  
Camera Aperture-Position and 
Dimensions, which is in  com- 
plete agreement with [ANSI] 
PH22.7-1976; a n d  IS0 2966- 
1976, Cinematography-Motion- 
Picture Film 1618s (1-3) a n d  
(l-li)-Cutting and Perforating 
Dimensions, which is in  com- 
p le te  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  ANSI 
PH22.151 and PH22.168.” 

T h e  October 1 9 5 1  Journal 
reported in  a n  article, “Color 
Television-U.S.A Standard,” 
by P. C. Goldmark ,  J. W. 
Christensen, and J. J. Reeves: 
“It is appropriate to begin with 
a rec i ta l  of t h e  official FCC 
color-television s t a n d a r d s  as 
they appeared in  t h e  Federal 
Register .... It is ordered, that 
effective the 20th day of Nov- 
ember, 1950, the Commission’s 
“Standards of Good Engineering 
Practice Concerning Television 
Broadcast Stations” are amend- 
ed in  the following respects: 
.... For monochrome transmis- 
sion the number  of scanning 
l ines per f rame shal l  be 525, 
interlaced two to one in succes- 
sive fields. The frame frequency 
shall be 30, the field frequency 
60, a n d  the l i n e  f requency  
15,750 per  second. For color 
t ransmiss ion  the n u m b e r  of 
scanning lines per frame shall 
be 405, interlaced two to one in 
successive fields of t h e  s a m e  
color. The frame frequency shall 
be 72, the field frequency 144, 
the  color frame frequency 24, 
the color field frequency 48, and 
the  line frequency 29,160 per 
second.. . .The color sequence for 
color t r a n s m i s s i o n  s h a l l  b e  
repeated in the order red, blue, 
green in successive fields. 

75 Years Ago in the 
Journal 

The October 1926 issue reported 
the Presidential Address of the 
Fall Meeting of the Society in  
Briarcliff, NY, by W. B. Cook: 
“As stated in  our Constitution, 
t h e  object of t h e  Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers is the 
advancement in the theory and 
practice of motion picture engi- 
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RCA monochrome camera converted for color, 
front view; lens turret removed and added color 
disk in place 

n e e r i n g  a n d  t h e  
allied arts and sci- 
ences ,  t h e  s t a n -  
dardization of the 
mechanisms a n d  
practices employ- 
e d  t h e r e i n ,  a n d  
t h e  main tenance  
of a h igh  profes- 
s i o n a l  s t a n d i n g  
a m o n g  its mem- 
bers. Every phase 
of the motion pic- 
t u r e  i n d u s t r y  is 
benef i ted  by t h e  
p a p e r s  p r e p a r e d  
a n d  t h e  d iscus-  
s ions t h a t  follow 
their reading. Upon 
t h e  m e m b e r s  of 
our  Society r e s t s  
the  responsibility 
t h a t  t h e  motion 
p i c t u r e  produc-  
tion-created for 
the entertainment 

and instruction of the public- 
shal l  be properly prepared in  
the studio, developed and print- 
ed in the laboratory, distributed 
to the  exhibitor and  perfectly 
presented a t  the theater .... The 
very foundation of the  Society 
of Motion Pic ture  Engineers  
rests on its scientific members 
a n d  it is t h e  n a t u r e  of these  
men to work quietly and alone. 
In  recent years, however, there 
has  been a growing tendency in 
large manufacturing enterpris- 
es to utilize practically the abil- 
ities of scientists and  techni- 
cians, and  the world h a s  thus  
der ived  a l m o s t  inca lcu lab le  
benef i t s  f rom this co-opera-  
t ion ... we have  a tac i t  agree-  
ment from the Producers’ and 
Directors’ Association that  they 
regard the co-ordination of our 
efforts for the solution of their 
problems a s  a very desirable 
thing.” 

. -  
Membership 

eering Committees 
Conferences 

The new SMPTE Website (www.smpte.org) is getting a large 
number of daily visits, primarily because it has been 
designed to be more useful to SMPTE members. With an 
Online Directory, E-Commerce sales, Daily Industry News, 
and Research capabilities all online, SMPTE members are 
coming back, again and again. 

That’s why we’re offering Banner Advertising! What’s more, 
in this day of expensive Banner Advertising, our online rate 
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