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Fig. 7. Overall system diagram. By means of the dedicated minicomputer, the random parallel inputs become a serial data signal for recording and later

playing back to indicate camera running.

camera positions are manually marked on
the film, to indicate which camera roll to
use for each take. An audible beep is also
available in the slate marker for indicating
camera starts and stops on the recorded
soundtrack.

This filming technique enables camera
crews to operate creatively without being
delayed by slating mechanics, and yet gives
adequate control in the editing room for
accurate synchronization. A further bonus
of the entire system is that it permits a
television director to apply his skills in

style, even though he is working in the film

medium (Fig. 7).
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Recommended Practices

Approved SMPTE Recommended Practices

On 22 January 1976, the Board of Governors approved the
following SMPTE Recommended Practices:

RP 63-1976, Specifications for Sound-Focusing Test Film
for 16-mm Sound Reproducers, Photographic Type; and

RP 64-1976, Specifications for Sound-Focusing Test Film
for 35-mm Sound Reproducers, Photographic Type.

Although these are new Recommended Practices, they are
in fact transformations of American National Standards
PH22.42-1962 (R1969) and PH22.61-1969 and do not reflect any
technical changes. The two standards are being withdrawn as it
is felt that documents specifying test materials should be developed
as SMPTE Recommended Practices rather than American Na-
tional Standards.

Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices

Two Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices are pub-
lished here for a trial period and public review:

RP 73, 8-mm Type R (Regular 8) Sprocket Design;

RP 74, 16-mm Sprocket Design.

These documents are updated versions of the data originally
found in RP 1-1950. Although they do not reflect any substantial

642 SMPTE Journal August 1976 Volume 85

technical change, they should be carefully reviewed by those
concerned with the manufacture or use of sprockets.

Reaffirmation of American National Standards

On 10 May 1976, the American National Standards Institute
approved reaffirmation of the following American National
Standards:

PH22.35-1962, Dimensions for 16-Tooth 35-mm Motion-
Picture Projector Sprockets;

PH22.152-1969, Dimensions of Projectable Image Area on
70-mm Motion-Picture Film; and

PH22.177-1970, Dimensions of Magnetic Striping of 35-mm
Motion-Picture Film for Four-Track Magnetic Sound Release
Prints.

Inasmuch as compliance with American National Standards
is purely voluntary, standards will become truly effective when
broad publicity is given to their existence. ANSI and SMPTE
would appreciate any personal influence to promote the use of
these standards where such action is appropriate. Copies of the
standards may be obtained for a nominal fee from the American
National Standards Institute, 1430 Broadway, New York, NY
10018. — Alex E. Alden, Staff Engineer.
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