
between. The rcsult is a jumble of details with no 
uscful emphasis on the important issue of com- 
parative capability. No clear distinction is made 
bctween 2-dimensional and 3rdimensional 
digital animation; and image resolution and 
generation spced are given Par too little atten- 
tion. 

A second major drawback is obsolesccnce. In 
a ficld which is developing so rapidly, no survey 
such as this can stay current for long. Yct, most 

Section 

of thc major computer animation systems in 
operation today, c.g., those of New York Insti- 
tute of Tcchnology, Information International 
Inc., Evans and Sutherland, University of Illi- 
nois, and Ohio State are not discussed; yet all of 
these have been in operation for several years. 

I n  the remaining chapters of the sccond sec- 
tion, the author returns to subjccts he evidently 
knows well. Especially good is the treatment of 

Meetings 
Australia, 28 Sept. - Thc meeting was hcld 
in the Club Room of thc Legion Club a t  Wil- 
loughby, a suburb of Sydncy, where Francis 
Lord read a papcr cntitlcd “Understanding the 
Zoom Lens of Today.” Lord is one of thc forc- 
most authorities on photographic optics and is 
one of thc propricters of Angcnicux Australia 
Pty. Ltd. Thc gucst of honor was Bernard An- 
gcnicux who is paying a short visit to Australia. 
He is thc son of Pierre Angcnicux, foundcr of thc 
Angenieux Company. nianufacturcr of world- 
ramous lcnscs for photography and tclcvision. 

The niccting was prcceded by a dinner pro- 
vided through the courtesy of Angcnicux Aus- 
tralia and invitations had been sent to all 
SMPTE mcmbcrs in Australia and to special 
gucsts, including nicmbcrs of the Australian 
Cineniatographcrs Society, and to film and 
tclcvision cameramen. Thcrc wcrc 105 mcmbcrs 
and gucsts in attendance. Lord’s papcr was well 
rcccivcd and a vigorous question-and-answer 
pcriod went on for wcll over an hour with both 
Angcnieux and Lord answering the qucs- 
tions. - James E. Peniblc (Sccrctary-Trea- 
surer), Agfa-Gcvacrt Pty Ltd.. 4 Eastcote Rd., 
North Epping, Sydncy, Austrrilia, 2121. 

Chicago, 20 Sept. - Thc niccting was hcld at 
NBC’s Studio D with an attcndancc of 55 
tncinbcrs and gucsts. Thc program was in  two 
parts - thc first on Trcnds in Camera Design 
and the second on Real Time Coding of Mo- 
tion-Picture lilm. Thc guest spcakcr was Jack 
Bchrcnd of Bchrcnds, Inc. flc first discussed thc 
ncw gcncration of film camcras - light, quiet, 
sclf-contained and flcxiblc. As a demonstration 
thc new Aoton camera was shown. In  thc sccond 
part of thc program Behrcnd gavc a special re- 
port on real tiinc coding. Although real titnc 
coding has bccn :I state-of-thc-art technique for 
sonie time, it has not yct found its way into nio- 
tion-picture production cquipmcnt. Recent dc- 
vclopnicnts such :IS the standardization of a 
systcm by the Europcan Broadcast Union and 
the development of a numeric cdgc-nuinbcring 
system ;ire changing this. Thcsc advanccs are 
expected to makc all computerizcd cditing 
tcchniqucs available to film much more sophis- 
ticatcd than is currently thc case with vidco- 
tape. - Paul Markun, Douglas Film Industries. 
10 West KinzicSt., Chicago. IL 60610. 

Detroit, 26 Sept. - The mccting was held at  
Ford Motor Company’s facilitics in the World 
Hcadquartcrs Building in Dcarborn with ;in 

attendance of I36 mcmbcrs and guests. Ronald 
Balousek of Producers Color Servicc prcsentcd 

a papcr entitled “Lascr Color Film Recording,” 
describing the laser color film rccording systcm 
rcccntly installcd at Producers Color Servicc. 
His prcscntation was wcll illustratcd with charts 
and photographs of the equipment. The con- 
sensus of the audience was that thc rcsolution, 
grain and color saturation were good to exccl- 
lent. Excerpts from an industrial videotape 
production - A  Special Power - which had 
been converted to 35mm film wcrc shown. Of 
spccial intcrcst was a full showing of thc recently 
exhibited tclcvision show, King Tuf. which had 
been convcrtcd to 16min. The audience was 
obviously impressed by the supptcssion of the 
line raster and the low S N R  in both produc- 
tions. - John D. Mayberry (Sccretary-Trca- 
surer), Ford Motor Co., Photomcdia Dcpt., 
WHQ Rldg., Dcarborn, MI 48121. 
Forida/Carrihan, 28 Sept. - The meeting was 
hcld at  thc L. D. Pankey lnstitutc for Advanced 
Dental Education in Miami with an attcndancc 
of 22 rncinbcrs and guests. The speaker was 
Robert J. Kerr of Du Pont Magnetic Products. 
Kerr, who has had some 30 ycars cxpcricncc in 
the magnetic recording ficld presented an in- 
tcrcsting program on the care and handling of 
3/4-in vidcccasscttes. I lc described, with thc aid 
of slidcs. cight distinct aspccts of the handling 
of casscttcs, explaining how carcful adhcrcncc 
to his eight rules would rcsult in the elimination 
of most of thc problcms commonly encountcrcd 
in the use of 3/4-in vidcocasscttcs, such as skew, 
jams, mistracking, ctc. I Ic discussed charac- 
tcristics peculiar to 3/4-in vidcocassettes and 
providcd somc useful general information on 
hclical recording. His talk was followed by ii 
lively nnd rather lcngthy question-and-answer 
pcriod. Following the talk, Gus Mcncndcz. Di- 
rector, Bio- Dental Communications, conductcd 
a group of members and gucsts on a tour of the 
extcnsivc audiovisual facilities of the L. D. 
Pankcy Institute. - Chris H. Lankcster (Scc- 
retary-Treasurer), 320 North Luna Court, 
Ilollywood, FL 33021. 

llouston, 15 Sept. - Thc mccting was held at 
the ACA Rccording Studios with an attendance 
of 35 mcmbcrs and guests. The program was on 
Sound and Sound Rccording. The gucst speaker 
was William D. Holford who provided a com- 
pletc description and in-depth covcrage of sound 
and sound rccording. The program included 
dcinonstrations and a tour of the updatcd facil- 
itics of ACA - Frances Bergcr (Sccrctary- 
Trcasurcr), A*V Corp.; hoinc address: 2601 
Bellefontainc, C I  16 East, Houston, TX 
77025. 

videotape and video (“clcctronic”) editing which 
covers both CDL and CMX systems. 

In thc final analysis, this book offcrs a valu- 
able introduction to several arcas of film and 
video production and editing; but it is not a 
uscful guide to the growing array of computcr- 
ized image synthesis systems. -Jack Heyl. 
Mathematical Applications Group, Inc., 3 
Wcstchester Plaza, Elmsford, NY 10523 

Nashville, 22 Sept. - The mceting was held at  
the WTVF studios in  Nashville with an atten- 
diince of 30 members and gucsts. The speaker 
was John C. Wyatt of Harris Elcctronics, a 
member of the firm’s Fibcr Optics and Appli- 
cations Group. The program ccntcrcd around 
thc application of fibcr optics to analog and 
digital vidco and to voice and data transmission. 
Wyatt discussed the involvcmcnt of Harris 
Electronics in the development of fibcr optics. 
Among other applications of fiber optics, Wyatt 
dcscribcd thcir use in computer-to-computcr, 
satcllitc instrumcntation. telecommunications, 
and CATV distribution. He described the design 
considerations of fibcr optics and some of the 
specific equipment used in fibcr optics trans- 
mission. He discussed also Lhc limitations of fi- 
bcrs and presented his ideas as to thc future of 
fibcr optics technology. - S. Lee Whitehurst 
(Sccrctary-Trcasurer), WSM, Inc., P.O. Box 
100, Nashvillc, T N  37202. 
Pacific Northwest, 7 Oct. - The mccting was 
hcld at  the KATU-TV Anncx in  Portland, Ore., 
with an attcndancc of 35 mcmbcrs and guests. 
Thcrc wcrc thrcc gucst spcakcrs - Steve Roth 
of Tektronix, Allcn Anderson of KATU and 
Stan Bcnnctt of Bennett Enginccring. Roth 
prcscntcd a paper entitled “A New Precision TV 
Dcmodulator” authored by himsclf and Charles 
Rhodes which dcscribcd the new television dc- 
modulator bcing developed by Tcktronix. Roth 
explained thc usc of new componcnts including 
surfacc acoustic wave filtcrs for idcal wave 
shaping of television signals. Anderson’s prc- 
scntation was entitled “EEP (Electronic Ficld 
Production).” He discusscd KATU-TV’s usc of 
mini-cameras and portable vidcotapc rccordcrs 
for ficld production of protnos, TV spots, docu- 
mcntaries. etc. Bcnnctt’s presentation was a 
demonstration of the latest gcncration lkegami 
11L77 camcra. Hc used the new Angcnicux 15:l 
zoom lens in thc camera for thc prcscntation. A 
qucstion-and-answer session was held aftcr cach 
prcscntation - C. Eugenc Ncwcomcr, Pacific 
Northwest Bell, 1200 Third Avc., Seattlc. WA 
98101. 
Rocky Mountain, 22Scpt. - The meeting was 
hcld at thc facilitics of Computcr lmagc in 
Denver with an attendance of 23 members and 
gucsts. LCC llarrison, founder of Computcr 
Image, iissistcd by Ed Tajchman, Vice-President 
for Enginccring, cxplaincd thc beginnings of 
Computer Image and the goals of the company. 
He dcmonstratcd the carly work which Icd to thc 
prcscnt generation of electronic animation 
equipment. Thc audience was then taken on ii 
conductcd tour of thc facility where the group 
could view the equipment at work. Thc mccting 
was concludcd with a dcmonstration on vidco- 
tape of the most recent work bcing donc with the 
company’s two animators, CAESER and Sca- 
namatc. The two systcms, dcsigncd and built by 
Computer Image, have been in use for several 
years and arc cxcellcnt examples of the statc- 
of-the-art in  television electronic animation. - 
Philip C. Vogcl, Jr. (Secretary-Trcasurcr), 
Eastman Kodak Co., 5555 S. Trcnton B-5, 
Denver, CO 801 10. 
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