
The 
Trouble- 
Shooters 

There’s no waiting to 
see the picture when you’re 
trouble-shooting with our mo- 
bile VIP-A2 (Video Instant 
Playback Acquisition-Analy- 
sis). Sharp, high-resolution 
images can be disc recorded 
and played back at slow 
speeds, or held indefinitely 
for study. Up to an hour’s 
information can be stored on 
tape and transferred to the 
disc recorder for instant re- 
play and analysis. 

With all these features 
it’s no wonder the VIP-A2 
has so many uses. A Video 
Disc Recorder unit is also 
available for stop action and 
storage if you already have 
a video system. 

For details contact Red- 
lake Corporation, 171 1 Dell 
Avenue, Campbell, CA 95008. 
Telephone (408) 866-1 01 0. 
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Obituaries 

Roland E. Connor 
Roland E. Connor, a Life Member of the 

Society, died I9 January at his home in Sanford, 
N.C., a t  the age of 60. He attended North Da- 
kota State College and upon graduation joined 
Eastman Kodak as a design engineer. In 1941 he 
was granted military leave and between 1941 
and 1946 was in the United States Army as a 
lithographic and photographic laboratory offi- 
cer. He returned to Kodak in 1946 and in 1950 
transferred to the Motion Picture Film De- 
partment as a consulting engineer and admin- 
istrative assistant. 

I n  1964 he transferred to Hollywood as Act- 
ing Manager, Engineering and in 1966 was 
named Manager, Marketing Research and 
Analysis. In  1974 he was appointed Manager, 
Market Planning. He retired on 1 May 1976. 

A member of the Society since 1952, he was 
also a member of the Optical Society of Amer- 
ica. 

Bernard R. Kantor 
Bernard R. Kantor, Chairman of the Uni- 

versity of Southern California Division of Cin- 
ema and Associate Dean of the USC School of 
Performing Arts, died 21 November following 
a heart attack. 

16 

Born 10 December 1922 in Springfield, 
Mass., his education included three years with 
the Army Air Force Navigation training schools 
and two years study a t  American International 
College, Springfield, Mass. He was a captain in 
the U.S. Air Force during World War 11, flying 
35 missions over Germany. 

At the end of World War 11 he matriculated 
at  the University of Southern California where 
he earned the B.A. degree in 1949, the M.A. 
degree in 1950 and a doctorate in Education in 
1959. 

Between 1950 and 1958 Dr. Kantor worked 
professionally in motion pictures in various ca- 
pacities including cameraman, editor, writer and 
producer in documentary, educational and 
television films. In  1958 he began teaching at  
USC and in 1962 he was made Chairman of the 
Division of Cinema. 

In  1967 when the USC School of Performing 
Arts was created by bringing together several 
arts schools and departments under one aca- 
demic unit, Dr. Kantor chaired the Division of 
Cinema and served as Associate Dean of the 
School. In 1974 the Cinema Division’s respon- 
sibility was enlarged under his leadership to in- 
clude Television. 

A man of extraordinary energy and ability he 
engaged in numerous activities. In addition to his 
academic responsibilities he was president and 
owner of New Media Enterprises, Inc., a com- 
mercial company producing motion pictures. He 
also directed a number of research projects for 
the United States Office of Education. 

In  1955 he developed a process whereby in- 
frared motion pictures could be made in total 
darkness. The system was used to make films of 
audiences in motion-picture theaters to show 
audience reaction to the film being shown. The 
system was described by Dr. Kantor in  a paper, 
presented at SMPTE’s 77th Conference, entitled 
“Infrared Motion-Picture Technique in Ob- 
serving Audience Reactions.” 

Author of numerous articles for such peri- 
odicals as Journal of the University Film As- 
sociation, Audio Visual Communication Re- 
ciew, Reciew of Educational Research and 
others, he was also motion-picture editor for 
Compton’s Encyclopedia and the Encyclopedia 
Britannica Junior. 

A member of SMPTE since 1947, first as a 
student member, then as a full member, he was 
made a Fellow in 1970. 

Other professional organizations of which he 
was a member included the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, Writers Guild of 
America, National Society for the Study of 
Education, University Film Producers Associ- 
ation and many others. 

Howard W. Town 
Howard W. Town, a Fellow of SMPTE, died 

21 November 1976. He was active for many 
years in Society affairs and served as Manager 
and Chairman of the Detroit Section from 1962 
through 1966. He was a Central Region Gov- 
ernor of the Society from I962 to 1964 and also 
served on the Nominating Committee. He was 
Conference Chairman for the first Winter 
Television Conference, held in Detroit in  1967. 
Also active in  SMPTE engineering efforts, he 
was an early member of the Video Tape Re- 
cording Committee, having been first appointed 
i n  1960. 
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Here's a really all-purpose microphone- I 

I just about as small as possible, 8mm by ' 18mm by 5mm (5/16 by 11/16 by 3 /16  I : in ), but big in performance and versatil- 
I i t y  Slick and smooth for minimum cloth- I m 
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in.g noise. Wide frequency range without 
peakiness for use with music as well as 
speech. Specially developed cabling and 
connectors. immediate delivery, too! 
Model 14: 4 f t  6 in. cable. lockine micro 

coinector,-$llO.; 
Model 6-30: 12 f t  

cable, locking micro 
plug, and matching 
balance transformer 

for balancedl 
unbalanced 

convertibility, $140. 

i 
1825 NE 149 Street Miami, Florida USA 33181 

TWX 810l845.4242 

Y lNCORPORATED 

Born on 1 December 1928, Town lived most 
of his early years in Plymouth, Mich. He was 
educated at  Cass Technical Institute and Elec- 
tronics Institute of Technology, both of Detroit. 
Virtually his entire career was spent in  broad- 
casting, except for two years in the U.S. Navy 
near the end of World War 11. He worked as a 
radio engineer at WJR, Detroit and at NBC, 
New York. He assisted in  the construction of 
television station WJRT in Flint, Michigan and 
spent many years as a Broadcast Field Service 
Engineer with the RCA Service Co. He assisted 
in the installation of RCA color television studio 
and transmitting equipment at many stations, 
during the period of the late 1950s when local 
origination of color programs was just begin- 
ning. 

Early in 1959 he was appointed the first en- 
gineering manager for National Educational 
Television, Inc., Ann Arbor, Mich. He served 
NET for 10 years and was eventually appointed 
Vice-president. During this decade he was in- 
strumental in shaping the role of videotape re- 
cording as a primary method of television pro- 
gram distribution. From theonset of the exten- 
sive NET videotape program duplicating service, 
a definite commitment was made to endorse and 
utilize SMPTE-standardized recording tech- 
niques. The impact of his decision in support of 
standardization, made in 1960, has had great 
significance to the industry and was especially 
important to the development of videotape re- 

cording in non-commercial television stations 
affiliated with NET and, later, PBS. 

Following the ten-year association with NET. 
Town moved in 1969 to Ampex Corp., Redwood 
City, Calif. There, in  the position of Product 
Planner, he was responsible for the planning 
which resulted in the development of the Ampex 
ACR-25 quadruplex cassette video recorder, a 
device which has had significant impact on the 
broadcasting industry. Town was also Product 
Planner for the Ampex high-speed contact vid- 
eotape duplicating system. 

From April, 1972 to May 1974, Town served 
as Manager of Engineering for WTTW, Chi- 
cago. During this time he was responsible for 
major reconstruction of the WTTW studio fa- 
cilities as well as the planning, purchase and 
installation of new WTTW transmitter facilities 
atop the Sears Tower, Chicago. 

Having successfully completed the WTTW 
projects, Town again joined Ampex Corp. as 
Manager of the Audio Engineering Section. 
Beginning in May, 1974, he led the engineering 
efforts which resulted in the Ampex MM-I 200 
multi-track recorder and the ATR-100 profes- 
sional studio audio recorder. 

This listing of the impressive professional 
accomplishments of Howard Town cannot ad- 
equately explain the sense of acute loss felt by 
the hundreds of broadcasters who knew and re- 
spected him, both as an engineer of quality and 
as a fine and honest person. - Frederick J .  
Remley, Jr. 

simultaneously in both audio channels. Price of 
the IVC- I070 Chromacon ranges from $10,000 
to $1 2,000 depending on options. Also available 
is the Chromacon kit  providing video-only im- 
provements. Its priced at about $1500. 

The new IVC-1070 Chromacon series of video- 
tape recorders has been announced by Interna- 
tional Video Corp., 990 Alamanor Ave., 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086. The new recorders in- 
corporate the basic recording format used in all 
IVC 1 -in videotape recorders since 1966 but they 
have a totally new video and audio signal system. 
SNR has been increased to 47 dB. Visible moirC 
has been eliminated and differential phase and 
gain errors have been substantially reduced. 
Both audio channels deliver 50 dB. Multi-gen- 
eration dubs of up to five generations are possible 
without signficant degradation of picture quality 
or color accuracy, the announcement stated. 
Applications for the new recorders include 
broadcast; electronic field production; off-line 
editing and studio mastering; and industrial, 
educational, and government. Special attention 
has been given to the audio system. One channel 
has been designed for audio-only edits and two 
line and two microphone inputs can be mixed 

Vision One, a stand-alone video image processing 
system, has been announced by Comtal Corp., 
169 North Halstead St., Pasadena, CA 91 107. 
Designed to give users a total system from 
front-end processor to applications software, 
Vision One combines in one package an LSI-I I ,  
the image processor, the refresh memory wi th  
optional CCD (Charge Coupled Device) or 16K 
RAM (Random Access Memory). and Com- 
tal-developed applications software. The uni t  
can be hooked up directly to any big computer 
such as an IBM 370 or i t  can stand alone. The 
systcrn providcs high fidelity. high-spatial res- 
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