
Biographical Note 
William D. Hedden 

It is a common saying that thrcc ingrcdients 
arc  necessary for a successful career - talent. 
hard work and luck. But i n  most success stories 
there is a fourth ingredient - some motivating 
force that early in lifc hcads the individual in the 
right direction. In the case of William D. Hed- 
den the motivating forcc was a bachelor unclc. 

Thc bachelor uncle, Heddcn told us, “had 
bccn interested in photography since his child- 
hood in the late 1880s. Soinchow I graduated 
into this hobby with his supervision. This led to 
photographic work for thc high-school year 
book, some freelance newspaper work, etc.. and 
also led nie into intcrcsts of a scientific nature 
and thcn to Purdue University where I gradu- 
ated in Chcmical Engineering in  1940.” And 
then on to bccoming Senior Vicc-Prcsidcnt of 
Calvin Communications and President of thc 
SMPTE. 

William D. Hcddcn was born 13 June 1918 
in New Albany, Indiana of a family of Midwest 
pioneers. While a t  Purdue University he bccamc 
friends with a professor who was deeply inter- 
cstcd in photography and who led a small group 
of studcnts. of whom I leddcn was one, into ex- 
tracurricular cxplorations in color photography 
(thcn in  its infancy). tlcddcn notes that this 
cxpericnce was of considerable value to him 
somcwhat later. 

Following graduation hc joincd Eastrnan 
Kodak where he rcmained for two ycars 
(1940-42) in thc Cine Processing Division. He 
recalls o w  distinction that was “rather impor- 
tant“ - his assignment to thc group that started 
production processing of Kodacolor film in  latc 
1941 and carly 1942. I Ic rcmembers the first roll 
of Kodacolor film that Kodak rcccivcd for color 
printing. 

World War I I  stopped thc Kodakadventure. 
llcddcn obtained a commission as  iih cnsign in  
the United States Navy and was assigned to the 
f’hotographic Scicncc Laboratory at  the Naval 
Air Station in Anacostia, D.C. Hc looks back on 
this experience as a “tremendous opportunity, 
working with some of thc real Titans of thc 
motion-picturc industry who had bccn rccruited 
from Hollywood to get thc PSL in  operation..’ 

At the PSL I lcddcn bccame acquaintcd with 
a number of people who latcr became closc 
fricnds and associatcs, among them Alcx Alden 
of the SMPTE and “anothcr gcntlcnian naincd 
Kcn Mason.” 

Near thc cnd of the war, Hcddcn was nssigncd 
to placing small proccssing niachincs on carriers 
and thcn to work in the Wcstcrn Pacific. At thc 
cnd of the war hc was assigned to a naval intel- 
ligcncc investigation of thc Japanesc photo- 
graphic industry. At that time (1945) thc Navy 
knew vcry little of what thc Japanese had bccn 
dqing in Japan for many years. Heddcn’s job was 
to look into thc photographic industry which, he 
rccalls, was vcry primitive at  that time. 

Anothcr milestone in  Hcdden’s lifc occurred 
during World War I I  when hc became ac- 
quainted with Forest Calvin, a civilian who was 
producing training films under contract with thc 
Navy. Whcn Heddcn rcturned from Japan in 
1945, Calvin offcrcd him a job in what was thcn 
a small company. Faccd with the difficult deci- 
sion of returning to Kodak whcrc he had bccn 
vcry happy or of gambling his futurc with a 
small company with great growth prospects hc 
decided to join Calvin, a decision that he has 
ncvcr regretted. 

The Calvin Company had bcen foundcd in 
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193 I .  Following the end of thc war the iisc of 
audiovisuals. particularly motion picturcs, cx- 
plodcd and Calvin Company’s 15 ycars expcri- 
cncc put i t  well in  thc forefront of thc rapidly 
accclcrating industry. 

At the timc llcddcn joined Calvin, Lloyd 
Thompson (whosc name is now on thc Honor 
Roll of the Socicty) was the Calvin Vice-Prcsi- 
dent in chargc of all technical opcrations. At that 
timc Calvin Company printed 16mm Koda- 
chromc duplicates, shipping them to Kodak’s 
proccssing facility in Chicago for dcvcloping - 
an inconvenient arrangemcnt bccause of Calvin’s 
rapid growth. Lloyd Thompson lcarncd that 
Kodtik had settled an antitrust agreement with 
thc government which providcd that Kodak 
makc the information for processing Koda- 
chromc available to anyonc on a licensing 
basis - and Calvin bccamc the first liccnscc of 
Kodak to process Kodachromc. 

“Working with Lloyd Thompson was a priv- 
ilcgcd expcricncc,” Hcdden said, “a perfectionist 
and a man of high integrity, hc showed me that 
there was a right way. a wrong way and no 
middlc ground. Hc would acccpt no compromisc. 
He was a brilliant man of vision and constantly 
challcngcd us with ideas of new procedurcs, ncw 
concepts and ncw ways of doing things.” 

I n  the latc 1950s. the owners of Calvin Coni- 
pany - Forest Calvin, Lloyd Thompson and 
Larry Shcrwood - dccidcd that it was tinic to 
hand ovcr the reins to youngcr men so I leddcn, 
togcthcr with Lconard Keck and Jim Hash, 
bought thccompany. Ilcddcn was Paccd with a 
new challenge - thc management ofa  compa- 
ny. I n  thc carly 1960s. all thrcc of the formcr 
owncrs passed away quitc suddenly lcaving the 
new owncrs “with rather a loncly feeling,” 
lkddcn recalled, but the rapid growth of Calvin 
Company. rcquiring much of the young owncrs 
in  the way of timc. energy, decisions and plan- 
ning, lcft little time for lonclincss. 

Hcddcn joincd the Socicty as an Associate 
Membcr when he was in the Navy. One of his 
sponsors said of him, “He has the job of making 
things work that most of  us just talk about - 
and hc gets it done.” Hc bccame an activc 

mcmbcr in  1951. Subacqucntly he was elcctcd 
to the Chicago Section’s Board of Managers, 
thcn hc bcciimc Governor and then Section 
Vicc-President. He found this lcvcl of involvc- 
mcnt particularly plcasant, he notes, as i t  gavc 
h i m  opportunitics to deal dircctly with thc 
mcmbcrship through Scction activitics. In I961 
hc was made ;I Fellow. Hc scrvcd a two-ycar 
tcrni ;IS Exccutivc Vice-President and was 
elcctcd SMPTE Prcsidcnt for the 1977-78 
tcr m . 

“Somewhere along the way,“ said llcddcn, “ I  
gaincd a finc wifc and four intcrcsting children.” 
Bccausc of the children IHcdden bccamc actively 
involvcd in community activitics, particularly thc 
Boy Scouts and he has held a numbcr of offices 
:it troop Icvcl. district lcvcl and council lcvcl. He 
is ;iIso activc in the Kiwanis Club and is cur- 
rently Vicc-Prcsidcnt of the Downtown Kiwanis 
Club. He has also scrved on the Board of the 
Tclcvision, Radio and Audiovisuals Committcc 
of thc Prrsbytcrian Church. I lis grcatest inter- 
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csts iirc his family. his work and. of course, the 
SMPTE.  H i s  i i i i i in hobby is photography. pnr- 
titularly color photogrnphy which hc dcvclops 
in  his home darkroom. 

Ilcdden spciiks warmly of t l ic intiny clozc 
friends he has mxlc through his iiiciiibcrsliip i r i  
the S M  PTE. H i s  long-range goal is to iii:ihc the 
Society's services cvcn i i iorc vuluablc to Ihc ;iv- 
cragc mcmbcr. To ;icliicvc this goal Iic would 
l ike to  scc iiiorc tccliniciil pipers covering ;I 
wider range of interests to appc;il to ;ill zcgiiicnts 
of the niciiibcrship. wi l l ]  niorc tccliiiic:il infor- 
iii i ition directed toward tl iosc \clio produce m:~- 
tcrinl for iiiotion pictures and Iclcvisioii to enable 
thcni to do ii bcttcr job. I I c  hiis gra i t  1':iitli iii the 
Socicty's miiny t:ilcntcd riicnibcrs who. bcc:iusc 
of their interests and their motivations. iiiahc the 
Society the great ;tiid influential orgi ini iat ion 
t h a t  i t  is. "Wi th  their Iiclp." Iic said. "I :in1 op- 
timistic that our Socicty can ni:ikc soiiic im- 
portant contributions during i i iy  ~cr i i i  ol' 01'- 

ficc." 
t Icddcn's career hiis not bccn iiiiirkcd \ v i l l i  

i iny spcctnculnr cvcn~s: r i i t l icr i t  h;iz been :I 

stc:idy cl imb upward. To dczcribc thc 1 i i ; i i i  

himself. four :idjcctivcs m u s t  be tized bin- 
ccrity. warmth. friendliness and intelligence. I Ic 
i s  one oftliosc whose power and ability arc of the 
quiet kind. but none tlic less cfl'cctivc. N o  one 
could describe h im ;IS ;I flomboynnt pcrson;il- 
i ty - -  hc is something bcttcr, ii miin who gets the 

Christmas with the I ledden faniily - I 5 i l l  (:I Junior at  Purdue University); Liz (Mrs. Dennis Abrams); 
I.orie(a Sophoniore at high school); I.ors and Wil l iam I).; atid John. who graduated from high school 
this year (1977). job done! 

1976 Financial Reports 
Treasurer's Kcport - January 1-Dcccmber 31, 1976 

CASIi  RESERVE F U N D  
Gcncral Account ~ U;ilitncc. .lanunry I. 1976 $ 96.895 I N V E S T M I N T S  - A T  C O S T  

I>cposits Kcgu lii r $ 1,059,766 
From I 1 Xth Conference 186.254 Cash Savings and Certificates 
I:rom Winter T V  Conference 18,685 

7.500 I ,272.205 Corporiitc I h i d s  1,'rom Scliola rsli ips 
T O T A L  CASI I  AVAII .ADLE 1*309*1 "O Accrued I ntcrcst 

$1 72,786 

85.640 

2.581 
DISI3IJKSEMENTS TO ~ 

Office Accounts I,'00.336 
S;ivi iigs 60.000 

General Account Bal:incc. 1)ccciiibcr 31 

Ofl'icc Account I3nlancc, Januiiry I 
Deposits from Gcncral Account 1,260,346 
Disbursements ( I.260.346) 

S;ivings - Bank of N.Y.  

Petty Cash Fund 
TOTA I. C AS1 1 /DEPOSITS ON ti A N  I) 

County Trust Kcgion 

'TOTAL. I N V t i S T M C N T  - RESERVE 1 U N D  $261.013 

I .260,346 

1ox.754 

35.000 
TOTAI. CASII  R: I N V E S T M E N T S  - December 31 $464.967 

60,000 

200 
$203.954 I<cspeclfully submitted. Robert M .  Smith, Treasurer 

A cco II n t iI n t s' K cpo r t 

To the Members and Hoard of Governors 
of  the Society of Motion Picture and 
Television Enginecrs, Inc. 

We huvc cx;iniincd the baliiricc shcct of thc Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Enginccrs. Inc. as of Dcccmbcr 31, 1976 and thc 
related stntcnicnt of incornc and cxpenscs and changes in  balances of runds 
for the ycar then ended. O u r  examination was mndc in  accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and accordingly included such tests 
or the :iccounting records and other auditing proccdurcs as we considered 
necessary i n  the circumstances. 
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March 8, 1977 In  our opinion, thc accompanying balance shcct and statemcnt of 
inconic and expenses and changes in balanccs of  funds prescnt fairly the 
financial position of the Society of Motion Picture and Television Engi- 
neers. Inc. at  Dcccnibcr 31, 1976 and the results or its operations for the 
year then cndcd, i n  conformity with generally accepted accounting prin- 
ciples applicd on a basis consistent wi th  that of the preceding year. 

275 Madison Avc.. 
New York. NY 10016 

t lauser, OConnor  & Hy l i nd  
Ccrt i f icd Public hccounlanls 


