
119 th Technical Conference 
& Equipment Exhibit 
16-21 October 1977, Century Plaza Hotel, Los Angeles 
Robert G .  Uuckley, Program Chairman of the 119th 
Tcchnicnl Conference and his committee have planned a 
full and exciting week of motion-picture and television 
scssions that should appeal to all attendees at the Con- 
ference. The widc range of topics to be covered during 
the wcek of 16-21 October includes: Interfaces; New 
Processes and Equipment for Television; New Processes 
and Equipment for Motion Picturcs; Electronic Post 
Production for Television (an all-day session) Labora- 
tory Practices for Motion Picturcs (all day); Audio Post 
Production for Television; Motion-Picture Production 
Techniques; Television Production; Motion-Picture 
Sound; Corporate Production and Post Production for 
Tclcvision (all day) ; Unconventional Imaging Systems 
(Motion Pictures) ; Ecology and Conservation; New 
Television Tcchnology; A PMPEA Hands-on Demon- 
stration and a visit on Thursday cvcning to the new 
Cincmii facilities at  USC which will include ;i tour of 
thc facilities, denionstrations and a program. 

Cliarles E. Anderson, Television Co-Chairman has 
summed up the weck of television scssions he and his 
comniittce have planncd in the following comments: 

“. . . we arc concentrating primarily on production 
and post production tcchniques including audio post 
production and Corporatc Tclevision. Thc term ‘Cor- 
porate Television’ unfortunatcly brings to most of our 
minds a picture of non-professional production on chcap 
non-profcssional cquipment, whcn in reality i t  should 
bring ii picture of profcssional technicians and artists 
using ;I varicty of quality cquipment to produce tapes 
and films of high standards and containing ;I wide varicty 
of programming. 

“Thc 1977 Winter Television Confcrence gave cxccl- 
lcnt covcri\gc of portable, niobilc production SO only 
onc half day has been dcvotcd to :in expansion of the 
subject. I t  became obvious, howcvcr, aftcr thc Wintcr 
Confercncc that there wcre still many questions on thc 
subjcct of electronic post production; thcrcfore, ;I fu l l  
day has bccn devoted to the subjcct iit thc 119th Con- 
fcrencc. 

“On the technical sidc of television, two half-day ses- 
sions have becn sct aside. In one session thc half dozen 
or  so most significant reccnt new products introduced 
in the past year will bc examined. These will be invited 
papcrs. The second session will also consist of invited 
papcrs covcring advance technology in the cntire tele- 
vision field from cameras to display devices. Hopefully 
thcsc papcrs will give us an over-thc-horizon view of 
what may lic ahcad for us in the next fivc to tcn years.” 

Leonard W. Eden, Topic Chairman for Tclevision Pro- 
duction writes, “Portability and nffordability-that’s thc 

lightweight TV production equipment of today. And 
those qualities ilre helping to keep the television produc- 
tion business hopping. It’s a good bet that there’s not a 
local television broadcaster in the cntire U.S. who isn’t 
ilt lcast planning to adopt the new simplified hardware 
to his operation; and commercial production houses are 
finding new ways to hold down costs as they offer more 
sophisticated production techniques to clients who 
couldn’t previously afford quality television production. 
You can add to thcsc uses the many applications of 
portable television production equipment being made 
daily in a myriad of othcr fields ranging from heart sur- 
gcry to sport fishing. And there you havc it. Television 
production showing Anicrica the way, in the home, on 
the job, and in our schools. 

“That ought to make for a fascinating session, with 
papcrs from a varicty of experts who’ll bring you UP to 
date on thc lntcst dcvclopments in television production. 
Wc’ll have ;I tclcvision production house specialist and 
broadcasters dcnionstrate the economical and flcxiblc 
fcaturcs of portiiblc tclcvision cameras and tape equip- 
mcnt, a n d  how you can use “film techniques” in video- 
tape production to cnhancc thc quality of your produc- 
tion work.” 

Williani G .  Connolly, Topic Chairman for New Proc- 
csscs :ind Equipment for Tclcvision describes his session : 
“On Monday afternoon, 17 October, a session of the 
confercncc will be dcvoted to the most significant new 
products of thc year. 

“Unlike thc usual cnginccring confcrcnce session, the 
new products lcctures will not be restricted to a single 
nspect of opcrations such as production, post-produc- 
tion, or videotape rccordings; nor will thc papers be 
limited to either the analog or digital domain. The prin- 
cipal criteria for papers in this session will be the impact 
of the product on the future of tclcvision opcrations. It 
must bc important new technology. 

“The papcrs will be solicitcd through invitation. Close 
coopcration bctwcen the authors and the topic chair- 
man will be encourugcd to ensurc that all contributions 
to this session will deal strictly with the engineering 
problcms encountered during the dcvclopment program 
for the product. 

“Thc identification of the problems which lead to the 
product, the goals set for the development program, the 
engineering approach to the solution, the actual goals 
met and thc cnginccring compromises involvcd will be 
stressed.” 

Thomas Spence, Topic Chairman for Corporate Tele- 
vision Production and Post Production, reports: “The 
intent of this one-day (20 October) session is to empha- 
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size the fact that corporate television is indeed a potent 
communications medium, which has grown to its current 
status in a rather quiet manner. The carlier attitude that 
“in-house” industrial facilities could be handled by 
“good old George” has been replaced by a counter atti- 
tude - corporate television is important - it’s doing 
its job - it’s a viable corporate communications tool 
and it is staffed by professionals. 

“The story needs to be told to other media profes- 

sionals in all other formats. Simply put, it is why the 
overlap of production involvement between CCTV, film- 
makers and indeed broadcast video operations is more 
than just borderline today. 

“To satisfy this end, a series of papers will be pre- 
sented at both the morning and afternoon sessions on 20 
October. These papers will present cases that involve all 
phases of industrial television production - including 
the futurc of this important growing medium.” 

Report on the SMPTE 
Toronto/Roches t er/ Montreal Mini- Conf er ence 
Toronto, May 6-7, 19 77 

For at  lcast ten years the Toronto and 
Rochester sections of thc S M P T E  have 
alternatcd in organizing the annual 
“Little Convention.” This year it was 
Toronto’s turn to act as host. The  Mon- 
treal/Ottawa/Quebec section was in- 
vitcd to join us and we decidcd to call 
the anair an SMPTE Mini-Conference, 
Thc Rochester section appointed Rich- 
ard Bauer and the Montreal section 
appointed Walter Winchell as repre- 
sentatives. Sevcral Toronto section 
members workcd on the committee 
chaired by Harold Eady, including 
Richard Smith and Maurice French 
who had the primary responsibilities of 
programming and arrangements. Also 
on the committee wcre Findlay Quinn, 
Peter Elliott, Hellniut Berger, Raymond 
Brute, Peter Mugford, Steve Cook, 
Murray Fallen, Gina Caruso, and Dan 
Armstrong. 

Approximately 175 persons attended 
thc paper scssions which got undcr way 
iit 8:4S A.M. with a coniputer-con- 
trolled multi-projcctor slide prcscnta- 
tion by Avcor AV Corporation, entitled 
Life  irr Ariirrico. This presentation was 
followed by thc Session Chairman, 
Creighton Douglas, introducing a series 
of papcrs from 9:00 A.M. until noon. 

At twclve o’clock thcre was a reccp- 
tion (courtesy of Braun Electric Can- 
ada Ltd.), followed by a luncheon at 
17,:30. One highlight of the luncheon 
was an address by Robcrt M. Smith, 
Execut ive  Vice-pres ident  of t h e  
S M I T E .  H c  gave a short welcoming 
speech on bchalf of the Society and 
described the services provided by thc 
SMPTE for  its nienibers. 

Harold Eady presented Spenccr D. 
Caldwell with a duplicate Fellow Award 
which Caldwell had won originally in 
1961. Another highlight of the lunch- 
eon was a surprise birthday cake and 

Sr~briritted fur M o y  1977 b y  Hnrold J. 
Errdy, Rorrtlctl Services Iiiterri~itiorrtrl, 205 
Riclrriiorrd St. West, Toronto M5V I V5, 
Ontnrio. 

thc singing of “Happy Birthday” to Bob 
Smith. Ed Messina was responsible for 
this fine gesture. 

Thc afternoon panel discussion, en- 
titled “The Film Challenge,” com- 
menced about 2 :  IS P.M. and ran until 
3:45 P.M. At  3:4S P.M. buses trans- 
ported evcryonc to the C N  Tower which 
is the tallcst free-standing structure i n  
the world. At S:30 P.M. buses trans- 
ported everyone back to thc hotel. 

Complementing this very intcresting 
day of cvents was a well-organized 
Ladies Progrnni which was put together 
by Miss Gina Caruso. The Ladies Pro- 
gram included a tour of the new Eaton 
Ccntre, lunchcon, plus a tour of the 
C N  Towcr in thc afternoon. 

At 7:OO P.M. there was a cocktail 
reception hosted by Kodak Canada 
Ltd., followed by a banquct and danc- 
ing. At the banquet, Confcrence Chair- 
man Harold Eady presented to each onc 
of the committee an SMPTE plaque 
acknowledging their participation and 
contribution toward making this Mini- 
Confercnce a success. 

Suniniary of the Technical Program 
“Life in America’’ 

A computer-controllcd niulti-projec- 
tor slidc prescntation by Avcor A V  

BY HAROLD J .  E A D Y  

Corporation in Toronto utilized 15 
Ektagraphic 3Snini slide projectors. 
The projectors were controlled with an 
AVL Show Pro-V programming com- 
puter. Thc extent was seven minutes, 
five seconds, and throughout that time 
projected approximately 550 slides onto 
a 10- X 30-fOOt screen. At given parts 
of this prcsentation you would view a 
panorama from thrcc to seven projec- 
tors simultaneously with soft edgc 
niattcs that gave the impression of onc 
continuous image. Complementing the 
slide iniagery was a well-amplified 
SterCO soundtrack. 

Testing Audiovisual Equipment 
Three Years Later 
Rnlph Cirrtis, Nntiotrcil Film Bonrd 
of cullclrin 

The National Filni Board has a test- 
ing laboratory whose job is to evaluatc 
AV equipment and to report to some 
2,000 readcrs in the Canadian educa- 
tional community. This program was 
just gctting started in 1974 whcn Ralph 
Curtis presented the papcr “Evaluation 
of A-V Equipment” at  the SMPTE‘s 
116th Conference in Toronto. Now, 
three years later, we werc brought up 
to date on a servicc that is probably 
unique in North America. 

A t  the Limcheon head table were: John I’ytlak. Rochester/Section Chairman; Peter Elliott, 
Toronto/Section Chairman; Bob Smith, Executive Vice-President, SMPTE; Harold Eady, 
Conference Chairman; Herb Pilzer, Sections Vice-President; and Robert Dcsrosiers, Mon- 
treal/Section Chairman. 
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