
In formation for Authors 

The SMPT£ JOllmal publishes information 
on technological. engineering and scientific 
developments in motion pictures. television, 
pholoinslrument3tion, and related fields of 
intcrcSi. I n addition to Technical Articles, the 
Journal contains brief Technical Notes. Lct­
lers. Meeting Announcements and Reports. 
Book Reviews. Industry News, and New 
Products News. 

Although many papers publiShed in the 
journal have previously been presented al 
SMPTE Technical Conferences. contributed 
papers - y,hich mayor mny not have lent 
themselves \0 oral presentation arc wel­
come. Manuscripts and all other materials for 
publication should be scnt \0; 

Thomas E. King, Editor 
SMPT£ Journal 
862 Scarsdale Ave. 
Scarsdale. NY 10583 

R('l i('It·: Every paper that is submitted to the 
SMPTE, whether offered as a contribution or 
as a confcrenee paper. is revic .... ed by the So­
ciety's Board of Editors. The identity of Ihe 
reviewer remains confidenlial so Ihal he may 
feel unconstrained in offcring counsel. Ac­
cording to its nalure. the paper is sent 10 a 
Ilumber of reviewers. The author is advised of 
acceptallcc by the Editor. 011 Ihe basis of the 
reviewers' remarks. thc Editor may sometimes 
suggest revisions. In such cases, the author is 
advised whcre changes could increasc the 
valuc of thc paper. 

Cont(,nt; It is the primary objcctive of the 
SMPTE to follow the progress of motion­
picture and television engineering. The Society 
is also interested in related new developments 
in allied fields . Controversial papers arc wel­
come, provided that the position taken is 
substantiated by reliable data. 

Technical anicles should be informative 
and well organized. They should record orig­
inal work, or review previous work, giving 
proper credit. Results of actual experience and 
research should be given, rather than unsub­
stantiatcd statements or sales talk. Commer­
cialism is not proper in a technical paper. 

PUPJi ration of M anuscripts; Manuscripts 
should be typewritten in black on one side of 
81h. X II-in (22 x 28-cm) paper with 11h.-in 
(4-cm) margins. All material. including ab­
stract, main text, references. figure captions 
and tables, should bedoublc-spaced. Number 
all page.~ consecutively. 

To expedite the reviewing of manuscripts. 
four copies arc needed of all materials: the 
original manuscript and reproducible illus­
t rations plus three good quality photocopies. 

Titk page: T he first page of the manuscript 
should have on ltthe title of the paper: authors' 
names: abstract (less than 200 words): and 
(below the abstract) the authors' names. af­
filiation. and address. The abstract should be 
a "report in miniature." Rather than describe 
t he paper. the abstract should summarize it. 
Because it may be reprinted byabstraetillg 
services. the abs~ract should be understandable 
wilhout reference to the paper itself. 

l "e .. d : The body of the paper should develop 
concisely the main argument, beginning with 
an introduction and advancing toward a 
summary. All illustrations must be referred to 
in the text. Source materials should be keyed 
(in order of appearance) to the References by 
superscript numbers in the text. Footnotes 
should be avoided. where possible, by making 
parenthetical notes in the text. Mathematical 
symbols. abbreviations, acronyms. etc .. that 
may nOi be familiar to the average reader 
should be spelled out the first time used or 
defined in thc tex\. 

Subheads: Appropriate subheadings, in­
scrted throughout the paper, arc a useful ser­
vice to the reader and an aid to rapid com­
prehension of the information. Usually, one 
order of subheadings is sufficient. 

Referenees: These should be typed on a 
manuscript page at the end of the text. The) 
should be listed in order of appearance. Ref­
erences to periodicals should include the au­
thor's name. fulltitie of article. periodical title, 
volume. inclusive p..1gination. month and year 
of publication. Book references should contain 
thc name of the authors, title of book. edition 
(if other than the first edition), name and 
location of publisher (the street address is not 
usually required). year of publication. and the 
relevant page number(s) . For examples of 
slyling of references, reb to the Bibliography 
at the end of this note or to a recent JOllr· 
flal. 

Figure captions: Type these on a separate 
sheet following the References. Captions 
should be concise. 

Illustrations; All figures should be labelled 
with aUlhor's name and figure number. Pho­
tographs should be black-and-white prints 
(preferably 8 X 10-in: 2011:! X 25 Ih-cm) with­
out a halftone screen. They should havc 
slightly more contrast than for normal view­
ing. 

Line drawings ~ graphs or sketches ~ 
can be origin;!1 drawings in India ink on 
white paper or high-quality photographic 
reproductions. Choice of lellering size on il­
lustrations should be dictated by the width 
of the original and the scale at which it will 
finally be printed. Keep in mind that most 
illustrations will be reproduced in small size 
~ one or two Journal columns wide (21k or 
41h in: 5.4 or 11.4 cm). The minimum 
height of capital lellers as printed in the 
J01lrnal should be 1.3 mm (0.05 in). 

For example. an 8 lh·in (2 1Ih-em) wide 
original illustration should have lel\eringofat 
least 5.2 mm (0.2 in) height for reproduct ion 
in a single column in the Journal. 
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Reprint Permission 
An aUl hor or his company may reproduce his anicle 
aflcr it is published in Ihc Joumal. Appropriate 
credit should be given to the Journal. for example, 
"Reprinted lI'ilh permission from the SMPTE 
JOI/Tllal. Vol. 86. P.lges 10-15. Jan. 1977. Copyrighl 
© 1977 Society of Motion Picture nnd Television 
Engineers. Inc:' (This permission is not assign­
able.) 

All others wishing 10 reprinl any parI of lhe 
Journal mUS I obl ~ in p<' rmission in wriling from lit(> 
Editor, uC('p t MS OUllined below. 
I. Authors of technical communiC:ltions may quote 

from the Journal. lI·ithout prior permission, to 
makc their work complete. accurate and fully 
documented. Appropriate credit must be given 
\0 Ihe aUlhor quoted and to the SMI'TJ:.- Jou' ­
nal. 

2. This waiver of the requirement for specific per­
mission docs nOI extcnd 10 qUOlalions Ihal arc 
complete units in themselves (such as eomplctt 
Journlll articles. entire sections thereof. appen· 
dixes. charts. graphs. tables or other illuslrative 
material): nor docs the waiver extend to quota­
tions. of IIh:ltever length. presented as primary 
malcri:t1 for its own sake (as in anthologies or 
books of rc.1dings). 


