
Section Meetings 
Chicago, 21 March - The meeting was held 
at the Fred A. Niles Communications Center 
with an attendance of 53 members and guests. 
The speaker was Richard Marcus of Rombex 
Production Corp., New York, who discussed the 
vagaries of film use in videotape applications. 
Marcus and his company have vast experience 
in this area. His presentation included a dem- 
onstration of the newest techniques for transfer 
using the Rank Cintel Mark Il l  Flying Spot 
Scanner. He also included a discussion of new 
noise reduction techniques which reduce the 
image grain during transfer. The presentation 
included slide, film and 2-in videotape demon- 
strations. One film, produced by Marcus, 
showed the mechanical layout and operational 
threading of the flying spot scanner as well as the 
use of the controls for scene-by-scene color 
correction. Marcus also provided a demonstra- 
tion on both film and videotape showing the 
color correction in progress. - Paul R. Markun 
(Secretary-Treasurer), The Media Works. Inc., 
300 West Washington, Suite 408, Chicago, IL 
60606. 

Dallas/Fort Worth, 18 Jan. - Despite the first 
snowstorm of the year, the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Section presented its January meeting, the sec- 
ond meeting to be held jointly with the ITVA, on 
the premises of Southwest Producers Services. 
A crowd of 44 members and guests enjoyed a 
chance to see the newest and latest in video 
production and post-production equipment and 
methods. 

Bob Burnett, Vice-president and General 
Manager of Southwest Producers Services. gave 
a history of the company, which has other stu- 
dios located throughout the country. He spoke 
on the evolution of videotape production and its 
adaptability to film production techniques. i.e., 
one-camera location shooting and editing after 
the fact. Southwest is geared toward meeting the 
demands of ad agencies for greater flexibility in 
post-production stages. Southwest is equipped 
with a 40 X 60 ft sound stage and three CEI 3 10 
cameras routed through a Central Dynamics 
model 480 switcher equipped with the CDL I20 
editing system. Other resources include both a 
16mm and a 35mm film chain, an RCA TK 28B 
and five Ampex AVR-2 quad video recorders. 
Audio mixing is provided through a Ward-Beck 
console. 

Bob Faulkncr of Central Dynamics Labora- 
tory discussed the history of CDL and the 
function and services provided by the new 
switcher. 

A tour of the Southwest complex was pro- 
vided by the staff of Southwest, and numerous 
small discussions groups ensued. - Roy Cher- 
ryhomes (Secretary-Treasurer). WBS Post- 
Production Studios, 7 128 Envoy Court, Dallas, 
TX 75247. 

Florida/Caribbean, 22 Feb. - The meeting was 
held at the L. D. Pankey Institute for Advanced 
Dental Education, with an attendance of 31 
members and guests. 

The two programs presented by Frank J. 
Ebcrhardt of Eastman Kodak Co. appealed to 

both the television and the motion-picture pro- 
fessionals. The first program, “Flashing of 
Kodak Video News Film,” provided information 
and examples of flashing of video news films to 
reduce contrast. This reduction of contrast 
makes the film more suitable for intercutting 
with normal low-contrast films. Members and 
guests posed some very interesting questions 
regarding the application and availability of the 
flashing technique. 

The second program, “1977 CLlO Awards.” 
was a motion-picture compilation of award- 
winning television commercials from all over the 
world. The winners represent achievements in 
all segments of the industry including animation, 
editing, lighting, creative photography and 
music. The showing of the CLlO Awards is al- 
ways an interesting annual program. - Stuart 
H. Weinstein (Secretary-Treasurer), University 
of Miami, P. 0. Box 520006, Biscayne Annex, 
Miami, FL 33152. 

Nashville, 2 Feb. - Twenty-one members and 
guests came to the WTVF Studios to hear Ed 
DiGiulio, President of Cinema Products, give his 
talk on “ENG and Beyond.” DiGiulio’s pre- 
sentation included a review of ENG as well as 
the film approach to television newsgathering. 

There was also an equipment demonstration 
which included Cinema Products’ new N.E.C. 
mini-cam as well as their new Gizmo 16mm 
double system film camera. 

The presentation was augmented with 35mm 
.slides and a question-and-answer session fol- 
lowing the formal presentation. - John F. 
Swanson (Secretary-Treasurer), WTVTF (TV), 
474 James Robertson Pkwy., Nashville, TN 
37219. 

New England, 15 March - Our February 
meeting was cancelled by the Great Blizzard of 
’78. Fortunately, Bert Goodman of Windsor 
Total Video was available for the March meet- 
ing, which was held at Howard Johnson’s in 
Newton, Mass. with an attendance of 90 mem- 
bers and guests. He reviewed the history of 
tape-to-film transfers from both the industry 
point of view and his company’s point of view. 
He shared many of the humorous adventures of 
research and development with the audience, 
including some disasters that reinforced the idea 
that an individual can learn from his mistakes 
(or a company from its mistakes). 

One of the key points of the presentation was 
a direct comparison of three transfer methods by 
using the same film. The three systems - image 
transform, EVE, and Windsor - were 
reviewed, for the first time, on a side-by-side 
comparison. The comparison was conducted 
impartially and Goodman’s comments gave due 
credit to each participating company. This writer 
was left with the impression that each transfer 
method was viable and that the user must choose 
for himself, basing his choice on his own re- 
quirements for distribution, audience, budget 
and subjective quality. Each method can meet 
certain industry requirements, and of all three 
methods it c a n  be said that “they’ve come a long 
way, baby.” - John P. Olsen (Secretary- 

An attentive group of listeners at the Florida/ 
Caribbean Section meeting held 22 February. 

Treasurer). Foxboro Corp.. Neponset Ave., 
Foxboro, MA 02035. 

Rochester, 8 Fib. - The speakers appeared 
“live on tape” using prerecorded videocassettes. 
The program was originally presented in  New 
York City on 8 March 1977. An Advent 
Video-Beam large-screen television display was 
provided by WXXI-TV, where the meeting took 
place. 

Joseph Flaherty of CBS showed examples of 
news and documentaries recorded with the new 
gcneration of small video cameras and recorders. 
Included were documentaries on long-haul 
truckers and the Alaskan pipeline, shot under 
adverse conditions. Flaherty described the new 
CBS video production center in Los Angeles, 
using “film style” production techniques with 
electronic cameras and I-in helical scan re- 
corders. Demonstrations comparing 35mm film 
and video origination on the Boh Newharr Show 
set were shown. 

ESG (Electronic Sports Gathering) demon- 
strations used footage from the 1976 political 
conventions and the Winter Olympics. Isaac 
Hersly of ABC candidly discussed some of the 
problems ABC-TV has experienced with current 
video equipment and outlined the large capital 
expense required in outfitting an ENG crew. 

The audience of 33 felt the presentations were 
worthwhile, although there was no opportunity 
to question the speakers. Several people who had 
attended the 1978 SMPTE Television Confcr- 
ence in Atlanta the previous week discussed the 
update on the CBS Studio Center facility. - 
John P. Pytlak (Arrangements Chairman), 
Eastman Kodak Co.; home address: 36 Devon- 
shire Dr., Penfield, NY 14526. 

Rocky Mountain, 21 March - The meeting was 
held at Western Cine in Denver with an atten- 
dance of 30 members and guests. Michael 
Phillips of Western Cine described the SMPTE 
test materials program illustrating his talk with 
slides on the test materials currently available 
from SMPTE headquarters. The program, well 
received, provided information of immediate 
interest to almost all of the members present. 

A demonstration of Eastman Color Inter- 
mediate Film 5243/7243 was provided by Philip 
Vogel of Eastman Kodak Co. Reaction to the 
film demonstration was good and was followed 
by a considerable discussion on methods of film 
duplication. - Philip C. Vogel Jr. (Chairman), 
Eastman Kodak Co., 5555 S. Trenton, Bldg. 5, 
Denver, CO 80 I 10. 

San Francisco, 21 Feb. - The meeting was held 
at KKON Television Studios with an attendance 
of 85 members and guests. Scott Gibbs, who was 
expected to give a presentation on %-in record- 
ing systems in the field, was unable to attend. In  
his place, Barry Brose of Highland Laboratories 
discussed in detail the various problems en- 
countered in transferring 3/4-in to quad and 3/4-in 
to %-in. Brose provided a 2-in videotape dem- 
onstration of the quality of the results that could 
be obtained from %-in to quad transfers and 
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from 3/4 to 3/4-in transfers, 3rd. 4th and 5th gen- 
erations. The demonstration prompted an active 
discussion among members of the audience. 

Concluding the meeting, Joseph Roizen pro- 
vided a visual report on the equipment highlights 
from the SMPTE Television Conference held 
recently in Atlanta. - Joerg D. Agin (Secre- 
tary-Treasurer), Eastman Kodak Co.. 3250 Van 
Ness Ave., San Francisco, CA 94109. 
Toronto, 14 March - The meeting was held at 
the Ryerson Polytechnical Institute with an at- 
tendance of 55 members and guests. The prin- 
cipal speaker was Robert Ross, a graduate of the 
Photo Arts course at Ryerson Polytechnical 
Institute. He is currently with CBC in the Op- 
erational Development Division of the Engi- 
neering Headquarters in Montreal. In his pre- 
sentation he pointed out some of the advantages 
of videotape over film recording in the field, the 
advantages including low running costs, imme- 
diate verification, quiet cameras, no processing 
and easy insertion of characters and effects. On 
the other hand, he noted, there have been a 
number of film improvements to meet the chal- 
lenge, including new high-speed reversal stock, 
new negative stock with low-grain structure, 
low-light films, crystal-controlled motors, video 
view finders and time-code insertion. Some of 
the benefits that are still on the side of film in- 
clude more reliable equipment, ease of servicing, 
easier access to some locations, worldwide 
availability of stock, lighter equipment and 
universal standards. 

Further steps which should be taken to im- 
prove film’s place in television, Ross said, include 
improved film handling, better practices to give 
better results, improvements in time codes for 
editing and, perhaps, that film should go “off 
line.” i.e., transfer to videotape for editing, 
etc. 

Ross believes that there should be more em- 
phasis in educational institutions on courses for 
filmmakers to be introduced to television 
broadcastings. Filmmakers, he believes, should 
change their attitudes toward videotape and 
should work together with electronics people. 

There was a short intermission for refresh- 
ments through the courtesy of Bonded Films. 
Following this, Frazer Scantlebury and Paul 
Sampson, fourth year students in the Radio and 
Television Arts Course at Ryerson, used a color 
camera and a portable videocassette recorder to 
demonstrate ENG equipment. 

The demonstration was followed by a panel 
discussion on film vs videotape. Panel members, 
in addition to Ross, were Robert Gardner. 
Chairman of the Radio and Television Arts 
Department of Ryerson. Hans Drege of the 
Photo Arts Department and Robert Rouveroy. 
an independent cinematographer. 

Gardner believes that videotape is better for 
sports, news and actualities, and that film is 
better for drama. This same view was expressed 
by Drege, who said that in his opinion videotape 
records things as they are, but that film creates 
or recreates life. 

Rouveroy said that television needs pictures 
that people will watch. In  his opinion imperfect 
pictures that people like are better than so-called 
perfect pictures that do not attract viewers. 

Many questions regarding film and videotape 
were directed to the members of the panel. Many 
of the questions were on the use of film for 
original tapes and the transfer of film to video- 
tape for post-production work. This technique 
is being used successfully by a firm in Toronto. 
A lively discussion kept the meeting going until 
1030. - Ray J. Brule (Chairman). 3M Canada 
Ltd., P.O. Box 5757, London, Ont., Canada 
N6A 3S3. 
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Obituaries 
of America, the American Institute of Physics, 
Audio Engineering Society, Groupement dcs 
Acousticiens de Langue Francaise, and 
Deutsche Kinotechnische Gesellschaft. He was 
a US. delegate to several meetings of the In- 
ternational Electrotechnical Commission. 

Paul S. Aex 
Paul S. Acx. a Life Member of the Socicty, 

died9August 1977at theagcof6l.Anativeof 
Rochester. N.Y., he was graduated from Rcns- 
selacr Polytcchnic Institute in 1938 with a de- 
gree in Chemical Engineering and in 1939 he 
began his career with Eastman Kodak Co. His 
first post was that of Development Engineer in 
thc Cine Processing Department at Kodak Park 
where hc did expcrimental work on 16mm 
Kodachrome motion-picture film with the em- 
phasis on development work on 16mm Koda- 
chronic duplication printing and proccssing. 

I n  1949 Aex was named Supervisor for 
Quality Control in the Photographic Processing 
Division and in  1953 he becamc Assistant Su- 
pcrintendent of the Film Processing Division. 
Two years later hc transfcrrcd to the Palo Alto 
Processing Laboratory as Assistant Managcr. 
I n  1960 he moved to the Chicago Processing 
Laboratory as Deputy Managcr where he was 
appointed Manager in 1961. He retircd from 
Eastman Kodak on I April 1976. 

He joined the SMPTE in 1944. Among his 
publications is a paper published in the No- 
vember 1947 Journal, “A Photoelectric Method 
for Determining Color Balance of 16mm Kod- 
achrome Duplicating Printers.” 

Hellmuth Etzold 
Hellmuth Etzold, Professor of Electrical 

Engineering at the University of Rhode Island. 
died 15 March 1978 in Wakefield, R.I., at the 
age of 68. 

Etzold was born in Germany. He was edu- 
cated in physics at the University of Leipzig and 
completed his doctoral work in physical chem- 
istry at the University of Freiburg. Much of his 
professional career was in the audio and acous- 
tics fields. He headed the Sound and Film Mo- 
tion Picture Technique Section of the Fors- 
chungsgesellschaft Fuer Funk und Tonfilm- 
technik and was a lecturer and chief engineer at 
the Technical University of Berlin. Later, in the 
United States, he became a research engineer for 
the American Foundation for the Blind. In 1963 
he joined the University of Rhode Island as a 
Special Lecturer. He became an Associate 
Professor in 1965, and in 1975 he was made% 
full professor. He did considerable research and 
consulting in the audio and acoustics fields. 

His career was a varied one. He had strong 
interests in chemistry and music as well as in 
acoustics. He profoundly influenced the careers 
of many students by his insistence on precise 
measurements and measuring techniques and 
the interpretation and presentation of experi- 
mental results. 

He had been a member of the SMPTE since 
1955. Other professional organizations of which 
he was a member include the Acoustical Society 

Frank A. Holmes, founder and president 
of Frank Holmes Laboratories, Inc., died 3 
March 1978 of a cerebral stroke in Canton, 
People’s Republic of China, while on tour with 
the United States-China People’s Friendship 
Association. He was 61 years old. A well known 
and respected figure in the film industry for 40 
years, he had worked with Jam Handy Produc- 
tions and with Technicolor before opening the 
Frank Holmes Laboratory in 1948, an estab- 
lishment that developed into one of the nation’s 
leading slide duplication and filmstrip produc- 
tion houses. 

Born in Mott, N.D.. Holmes was basically 
self-taught. Much of the film processing and 
camera equipment in the laboratory was de- 
signed and built by him. 

According to the US. Department of State, 
Holmes’s body was cremated at  memorial ser- 
vices attended by leading Canton foreign affairs 
officials. The ceremony was prepared in the 
traditional Chinese manner and a large photo- 
graph of Holmes wreathed with flowers has been 
placed in the Canton Memorial Hall as an ex- 
pression of friendship between the Chinese and 
American peoples symbolized by the tour in 
which he had participated. 

Holmes had been a member of the SMPTE 
since 1952. Professional societies other than the 
SMPTE of which he was a member include the 
Society of Photographic Scientists and Engi- 
neers, the Society of Photographic Instrumen- 
tation Engineers, the National Micrographic 
Association, the American Radio Relay League 
and the Esperanto League. He served as a 
Lieutenant in the US .  Army Signal Corps from 
1942 to 1946. 

He is survived by his wife, Ana. and by three 
sons, two daughters and three grandchildren. 

Addendum to the Obituary of Arthur C. Hardy, 
Journal, February 1978. p .  69. 

Dr. Hardy was co-author with Fred H. Perrin 
of the Principles oJOptics. This book ranks with 
the works of A. A. Michelson, James P. C. 
Southall, R. W. Wood, Parry Moon, Editor 
Albert G. Ingalls, Francis A. Jenkins and Har- 
vey E. White as one of the pioneer American 
works on optics. It appeared in 1932 and re- 
mained in print in its first edition for over 40 
years. Hardy and Perrin remained a standby of 
students and practitioners during the formative 
years of the present-day disciplines of applied 
optics. - Lawrence T. Sachtleben, RCA Ad- 
vanced Technology Laboratories. 


