A small working group consisting of Messrs. F. Scobey and C.
Leone will draft a revision to the standard for the universal leader
to include a sound leader section.

In view of the need to identify clearly the current practice for
specifying the emulsion position on 16mm prints, Mr. Reichard
will investigatc and recommend for committee consideration a re-
vision of the standard PH22.10, Specifications for Projector Usage
of 16mm Motion-Picture Film.
I November 1978 J. J. EHRENBERG

Chairman

Committee on Audio Recording
and Reproduction Technology

The extensive agenda prepared by Mr. 1. R. Allen, the chair-
man of the committee, which held its meeting on 31 October 1978,
included reports and discussions on the following subjects:

Mr. R. G. Hufford summarized the work of the Study Group
on Audio Production and Post-Production for Motion Picture and
Television Entertainment Programming, comprised solely of the
directors of sound departments of Hollywood-based studios.

(1) Since its inception in March 1975, this group is attempting
to gather appropriate production material from the major studios to
make up a theater test film having examples of well-recorded
scenes from current motion picture releases.

(2) The group agreed at the last meeting that an American
National Standard on the recording characteristic of magnetic
sound records for 35mm motion-picture film should be developed
in accordance with the international standard, ISO 1189-1978,
which specifies a 35us characteristic.

Standards &

(3) A paper cntitled, “‘Improvement in Theatre Sound: A
Guide for Exhibitors™ prepared by the Inter-Society Technical
Group consisting of represcntatives from MPAA (Motion Picture
Association of America, Inc.), NATO (National Association of
Theatre Owners), SMPTE and TEA (Theatre Equipment Associa-
tion) has been reviewed.

Mr. Allen reported that work on the following subjects is con-
tinuing —

(1) Testing of polyester and tri-acetate bases, with the test
material to be supplied by the SMPTE.

(2) Preparation of a draft Recommended Practice for pho-
tographic and magnetic three- and four-track 3Smm multi-fre-
quency test films being supplied by the SMPTE.

The Chairman also reported that although the proposed stan-
dard, ‘*Measurement and Characteristics of Electro-Acoustic Re-
sponse of Motion-Picture Control Rooms and Indoor Theatres
(PH22.202) was approved by the Standards Committee, a small
working group under the Chairmanship of Mr. Hecker will review
the technological progress and the practical aspects of implement-
ing the proposed standard.

At the request of Mr. J. Mosely, a new study group will be
formed to evaluatc potential difficulties caused by projector weave
and lateral jump in sound reproduction. A second group will be
asked to define terms used frequently by the SMPTE such as chan-
ncl, track, sound, audio ctc. It was noted that thesc terms are often
intermixed even in the same documents.

Mr. Sohma of Japan gave a technical description and provided
documentation of multi-channel sound as it was introduced in
Japan during Scptember 1978, showing its potential for dual lan-
guage and stereo reproduction.
31 October 1978 IOAN ALLEN
Chairman

Recommended Practices

Draft American National Standards

Two Draft American National Standards are published here for
a trial period and public review: PH22.201, Dimensions of Type
W Camera Aperture Image on 16-mm Motion-Picture Film for En-
largement; and PH22.202, Measurement and Characteristics of
Electro-Acoustic Response of Motion-Picture Control Rooms and
Indoor Theaters.

Both proposals are new documents and agree with international
standardization. Type W is the international term for super 16.

Comments should be addressed to Alex E. Alden, Manager of
Engineering Services, at Socicty Headquarters before 1 March
1979. The propesals have been submitted to American National
Standards Committce PH22. Consequently, all comments received
through Journal publication will be reviewed prior to conclusion
of action by that committee — Alex E. Alden, Manager of En-
gineering Services.
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Working Group Prepares for Initial Field Tests of
Digital Interface Hardware

The SMPTE Working Group for Standardization of Digital
Control of Television Equipment has held several meetings, with
good progress towards development of digital interface standards
for television broadcast equipment.

Industry-wide participation in the initial ficld testing of manu-
facturers’ hardware is planned for the summer of 1979.

Anyone interested in participating in this program may contact
the working group chairman:

Mr. Robert W. McAll

Vital Industrics

34 Autumn Lane

Hicksville, New York 11801

(Telephone: 516/735-0055)
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