
4-6 December 1979 
Conference on  Home Video Market ,  An- 
dover, Mass. info from Institute for Graphic 
Communication. Inc.. 375 Commonwealth 
Ave., Boston. MA 62115. 

4-7 January 1980 
SPlE Los Angeies Technical Symposium 
and Instrument Display, N.Hollywood, Soci- 
ety of Photo-Optical instrumentation Engineers, 
Box 10, Bellinghiun, WA 98225. 

9-14 January 1980 
NAVA Convention and Exhibit, Georgia 
World Congress Center. Atlanta, Ga. info from 
NAVA Convention. 3150 Spring St.. Fairfax. 
VA 22031. 

1-2 February 1980 
SMPTE Television Conference, Sher- 
aton Center, Toronto, Canada. Info 

3-6 February I980 
Helson Memorial Symposium on Chroma- 
tic Adaptation, Williamsburg. Va. lnfo from 
Dr. Fred W. Billmeyer. Jr.. Rensselaer Poly- 
technic institute. Troy, N Y  12181. (See above.) 

3-5 March 1980 
Preservation and  Restoration of Pho- 
tographic Images, Rochester, N . Y .  Info from 
Andrew V.  Johnson. College of Graphic Arts & 
Photography. Rochester Institute of Technol- 
ogy. One Lomb Memorial Dr., Rochester. N Y  
14623. 

9-14 March 1980 
24th Audio-Visual Institute for  Effertive 
Communications, Indiana University, Bltwm- 
ingon. ind. info from NAVA Institute, Indiana 
University. Audio-Visual Center. Blcmminpon, 
IN 47401. 

24-28 March 1980 
Eurocon 80, Stuttgart, Germany. info from Eu- 
rocon Chairnian. Prof. Dr. W. E. Prochster. 
IBM Deutschland GnlbH. Postfach 80 08 80. 
D-7000. Stuttgart 80. W. Germany. (Sce Jiiur- 
i i d ,  p. 520. July 1979.) 

21-25 April 1980 
Acoustical Society of America, meeting, At- 
lanta. Ga. Info from Acoustical Society of 
America. 335 E. 45 St.,  New York, N Y  IOO17. 

4-9 May 1980 
SPSE 33rd Annual Conference, Min- 
neap)lis, Minn. Info from P. J. Forness, SPSE. 
Central P.O. Box 28327. Washington. DC 
2 W 5 .  

12-14 May 1980 
World Communication: Decisions for  the 
Eighties International Conference, Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. Info from The Annenberg 
School of Communications, University of Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia. PA 19104. 

12-18 September 1980 
Photokina, Cologne, W. Germany. info from 
Messe- und Ausstellungs GmbH. Koln Postfach 
21 07 60. D-5000. Cologne 21. W. Germany. 
(See Jiiuri id,  p. 520, July 1979.) 

Obituary 

John 1. Crabtree 

John ickeringill Crabtree died 24 July at 
his home in Middlesex, N.Y., at the age of 
88. A member of the SMITE since 1921 and 
President for the 1930-31 term, in 1965 he was 
made an Honorary Member - the Society's 
highest accolade. internationally known as an 
authority on photographic chemistry. his entire 
professional career. beginning in 1913, had 
been spent with Eastman Kodak Co. He retired 
as Assistant Head of the Applied Photography 
Division of Kodak Research Laboratories in 
1957. 

Crabtree was born 27 March 1891 at 
Clayton-le-Moors. Lancashire. England. He re- 
ceived his basic scientific training at Victoria 
University, Manchester. England, where he 
was granted a Bachelor of Science degree in 
chemistry in 1912 and a Master of Science 
degree in 1913. In  August 1913 he was em- 
ployed by Eastman Kodak Co., Rochester. 
N.Y., as a research chemist in the Kodak 
Research Laboratory where he worked closely 
with Dr. C.  E. Kenneth Mees. Director of the 
Research Laboratory. During that same year 
Crabtree founded the Photographic chemistry 
Department. He was the recipient of numerous 
awards for  his work in photographic chemistry 
and was the co-author of two books and author 
of more than 160 papers of which more than 
30 appeared in the Journcil. He held 35 United 
States patents. 

it is not generally known that it was 
largely due to his efforts, while an SMITE 
officer. that the Society began in January 1930 
t o  publish the monthly Jouriicil of' /he Sociery 

o j '  Moriori Picrurt Eiigiiiec,r.s, the successor t o  
the irregularly published Trciii.scrc./iiriis. and the 
predecessor of the SMPTE Jouriitil. 

He served on the S M E  Board of Edi- 
tors, the Board o f  Governors, and on many 
committees. In 1944. with G. T. Eaton and L. 
E. Muehler. he received the Journal Award for 
the most outstanding paper published in the 
Jounid during 1943. "Removal of Hypo and 
Silver Salts From Photographic Materials as 
Affected by the Composition of the Processing 
Solutions. " 

In 1952 he was the recipient of the SMITE 
Progress Medal "for outstanding contributions 
in the field of photographic chemistry, motion- 
picture processing, and processing equip- 
ment." 

Among other prestigious awards. he re- 
ceived (with M. 1.. Dundon) the Progress 

Medal of the SociCte Franfaise de Pho- 
tographie for outFtanding research work in 
photography and for publication on the causes 
of fog in developers. In I944 the Royal Pho- 
tographic Society presented him with the Hen- 
derson Award for his contributions to 
photographic processing. He received the first 
Journal Award of the Photographic Society of 
America and in 1956 was the recipient of the 
PSA Progress Medal. 

For many ywrs he was associated with the 
(then) American Standards Association, first as 
a member of Sectional Committee 238 on 
Photography and later as Chairman of PH4 on 
Processing. Almost 90 American Standards in 
the photographic processing field were handled 
during his chairmanship. 

Professional organizations of which he was 
a member, other than the SMPTE. included 
the Royal Photographic Society (London), the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the Society of Photographic En- 
gineers, the Photographic Society of America, 
the American Chemical Society, the Optical 
Society of America. and the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

Memorial Service 

A Memorial Service for John Crabtree was 
held I August at the Vine Valley United Method- 
ist Church in Middlesex. N.Y. Glenn~Matthews. 
his friend for many years. was asked to deliver 
the Memorial Eulogy. Following are some ex- 
cerpts from Glenn Matthews's Eulogy: 

"it has been my good fortune to know John 
Crabtree for nearly sixty years, first as an associ- 
ate in the Kodak Research Laboratories and later 
as a good friend. He w u  a stern taskmaster who 
demanded that we do our utmost to achieve the 
objectives of the laboratory. Those who worked 
for him agreed that he rarely praised them for 
jobs well done, but he would defend them 
strongly any time anyone else criticized them. 
He encouraged the younger members of his de- 
partment and gave them useful suggestions for 
their improvement. 

"Everyone who ever worked for Mr. 
Crabtree (or Jack as many knew him) soon real- 
ized the great expanse of his knowledge of pho- 
tographic chemistry and photo processing. Soon 
after he joined the Research Laboratory in 1913 
he was put in charge of a new department (then 
called Photographic Chemistry) by C.  E. K. 
Mees. Director of Research. For the succeeding 
43 years his research established him as one of 
the world's leading authorities in the fields of 
photographic chemistry and film processing. 

"He acquired several pieces of property. the 
most noteworthy being his home on Canan- 
daigua Lake in Vine Valley. With the capable 
help of his devoted wife, Ruth. he made this 
home into a residence o f  beauty. 

"Mr. Crabtree liked to tinker with old cars, 
and I imagine he probably built and rebuilt his 
1926 Chevy several times. His front-drive Cord 
was a familiar sight on the mads of the county in 
the early thirties. 

"John Crabtree was a fine, considerate. in- 
telligent man whose accomplishments will long 
be remembered." 
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