
Information for Authors 
The SMPTE Jouniul publishes information 
on technological, engineering and scien- 
tific developments in motion pictures, tele- 
vision, photoinstrumentation. and related 
fields of interest. In addition to Technical 
Articles, the Journul contains brief Techni- 
cal Notes, Letters, Meeting Announce- 
ments and Reports, Book Reviews, 
Industry News, and New Products News. 

Although many papers published in the 
Jounid have previously been presented at 
SMPTE Technical Conferences, contrib- 
uted papers - which may or  may not have 
lent themselves to oral presentation - are 
welcome. Manuscripts and all other mate- 
rials for publication should be sent to: 

David A. Howell, Editor 
SMPTE Jouniul 
862 Scarsdale Ave. 
Scarsdale, NY 10583 

Review: Every paper that is submitted 
to the SMPTE. whether offered as a contri- 
bution or its a conference paper. is re- 
viewed by the Society’s Board of Editors. 
The identity of  the reviewer remains confi- 
dential so that he may feel unconstrained in 
offering counsel. According to  its nature, 
the paper is sent to a number of reviewers. 
The author is advised of acceptance by the 
Editor. On the basis of the reviewers’ re- 
marks, the Editor may sometimes suggest 
revisions. In such cases. the author is ad- 
vised where changes could increase the 
value of the paper. 

Content: I t  is the primary objective of 
the Jounicil to follow the progress of mo- 
tion-picture and television engineering. 
The Society is also interested in related 
new developments in allied fields. Contro- 
versial papers are welcome, provided that 
the position taken is substantiated by relia- 
ble data. 

Technical articles should be informative 
and well organized. They should record 
original work, or review previous work, 
giving proper credit. Results of actual ex- 
perience and research should be given, 
rather than unsubstantiated statements or 
sales talk. Commercialism is not proper in 
a technical paper. 

Preparation of Manuscripts: Manu- 
scripts should be typewritten in black on 
one side of 8% X 1 I-in (22 X 28-cm) paper 
with I%-in (4-cm) margins. All material, 
including abstract, main text, references, 
figure captions and tables, should be dou- 
ble-spaced. Number all pages consec- 
utively. 

To expedite the reviewing of manu- 
scripts, four copies are needed of all mate- 
rials: the original manuscript and 
reproducible illustrations plus three good 
quality photocopies. 

Titlepage: The first page of the manu- 
script should have on it the title of the pa- 
per; authors’ names; abstract (less than 200 
words); and (below the abstract) the 
authors’ names, affiliation, and address. 
Rather than describe the paper, the abstract 
should summarize it. Because it may be re- 
printed by abstracting services, the abstract 

should be understandable without reference 
to the paper itself. 

Text: The body of the paper should de- 
velop concisely the main argument, begin- 
ning with an introduction and advancing 
toward a summary. All illustrations must 
be referred to in the text. Source materials 
should be keyed (in order of appearance) to 
the References by superscript numbers in 
the text. Footnotes should be avoided, 
where possible, by making parenthetical 
notes in the text. Mathematical symbols, 
abbreviations, acronyms, etc., that may 
not be familiar to the average reader should 
be spelled out the first time used or defined 
in the text. 

Subheads: Appropriate subheadings, 
inserted throughout the paper, are a useful 
service to the reader and an aid to rapid 
comprehension of the information. Usu- 
ally, one order of subheadings is sufficient. 

References: These should be typed on a 
manuscript page at the end of the text. 
They should be listed in order of ap- 
pearance. References to periodicals should 
include the author’s name, full title of arti- 
cle, periodical title, volume, inclusive pag- 
ination, month and year of publication. 
Book references should contain the name 
of the authors, title of book, edition (if 
other than the first edition), name and loca- 
tion of publisher (the street address is not 
usually required), year of publication, and 
the relevant page number(s). For examples 
of styling of references, refer to the Bibli- 
ography at the end of this note or to a re- 
cent Jouniul. 

Figure captions: Type these on a sepa- 
rate sheet following the References. Cap- 
tions should be concise. 

Illustrations: All figures should be la- 
belled with author’s name and figure num- 
ber. Photographs should be black-and- 
white prints (preferably 8 X 10-in; 20% X 
25%-cm) without a halftone screen. 

Line drawings - graphs or sketch- 
es - can be original drawings in India ink 
on white paper or high-quality photo- 
graphic reproductions. Choice of lettering 
size on illustrations should be dictated by 
the width of the original and the scale at 
which it  will finally be printed. Keep in 
mind that most illustrations will be re- 
produced in small size - one or two Jour- 
nu1 columns wide (2% or  4% in; 5.4 or 1 I .4 
cm). The minimum height of capital letters 
as printed in the Journal should be I .3 mm 
(0.05 in). 

For example, an 8%-in (21%-cm) wide 
original illustration should have lettering of 
at least 5.2 mm (0.2 in) height for re- 
production in a single column. 
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Reprint Permission 
An author or his company may reproduce his 
article after it is published in theJournu1. Ap- 
propriate credit should be given to the Jour- 
nal, for example, “Reprinted with permission 
from the SMPTE Journal, Vol. 8 8 ,  pages 
10-15, Jan. 1979. Copyright @ 1979 Society 
of Motion Picture and Television Engineers, 
Inc.” (This permission is not assignable.) 

AU others wishing to reprint any part of 
theJournal must obtain permission in writing 
from the Editor, except as outlined below. 
I .  Authors of technical communications may 
quote from the Journal, without prior permis- 
sion, to make their work complete, accurate 
and fully documented. Appropriate credit 
must be given to the author quoted and to the 
SMPTE Journal. 
2. This waiver of the requirement for specific 
permission does not extend to quotations that 
are complete units in themselves (such as 
complete Journal articles, entire sections 
thereof, appendixes, charts, graphs, tables or 
other illustrative material); nor does the 
waiver extend to quotations, of whatever 
length, presented as primary material for its 
own sake (as in anthologies). 


