Section Meetings

Chicago, 25 January —— The meeting was
held at the University of llinois — Chicago Cir-
cle Campus with an attendance of 35 members
and guests — an excellent attendance consider-
ing the bad snowstorm. The speaker was Tom
DeFanti, Professor of Engineering at the Univer-
sity of Illinois, who spoke on Computers and
Color Television. He discussed the interface of
computers with color video processing which
has led to the development of computer graph-
ics. The University of Illinois has been responsi-
ble for the development of some new techniques
in this exciting field. Examples of some of the
techniques were demonstrated. Of particular in-
terest was the demonstration of the technique de-
veloped by Larry Cuba for the fighter attack in
Star Wars. A question-and-answer period fol-
lowed the presentation. The meeting was pre-
ceded by a dinner at the Greek Islands
Restaurant, — Michael H. Bailey, Allied Film
Laboratory Inc., 1322 West Belmont Ave., Chi-
cago, IL 69647, ‘

Dallas/Ft. Worth, 7 February — The meet-
ing was held at the offices of Media Matrix with
30 members and guests in attendance. Joe
Bosler, President, Media Matrix, spoke on the
General Electric Genigraphics system. Bosler

explained how the system produces high-resolu-
tion 35mm color slides.

A keyboard and light pen interactive com-
puter terminal is operated by an artist operator to
input all types of numerical data, logo types, de-
signs, etc., into the computer’s memory. Then in
real time, modifications of type style and size,
color and visual placement can be manipulated
to produce a full-color graphic design. This in-
formation can then be stored on tape or disk for
future recall and updating and/or sent directly to
a 2000-line color cathode-ray tube where it is
photographed on 35mm film.

The average time for inputting a full-color
visual is % h and shooting time is about 1%2 min.
The film is then processed conventionally.

Bosler then answered questions about the ca-
pabilities and limitations of the system, and a
discussion of new applications and technology
ensued. Examples of the output of the system
were shown, followed by a tour of the facility
where the audience was shown the Genigraphics
system in operation.

The ever-popular Clio award-winning com-
mercials were shown and refreshments were
served — Mike Lorfing (Secretary-Treasurer),
UT Health-Science Center, 5323 Harry Hines
Blvd., Dallas, TX 75231.

Hollywood, 8 February — The mecting was
held at KTLA Television's Stage 6 facilities,
where two excellent papers were presented to
138 members and guests. Neil Kempt of Rank
Precision Industries read the first paper, entitled
“Flying Spot Telecines,” He covered the theory
and design features of flying spot telecines, par-
ticularly the Rank Cintel MK3 scanner which
features no image retention or lag on moving ob-
jects, excellent color registration and contrast,
and fittle or no noise in blacks.

Bill Hogan, Ruxton Ltd., followed with a
discussion of the practical use of the MK3 at
Ruxton. Hogan discussed the technical char-
acteristics in television that produce the film
look or the tape look. He then ran several tapes
generated on the MK3 to depict how film can
achieve the live look of tape. The excellent
transfer characteristics of the machine were
readily apparent in a split-screen comparison of
several scenes from Battlestar Galactica.

The second paper of the evening, “‘Auto-
matic Plotting Densitometer,” was presented by
Gary L. Borton of Eastman Kodak, Hollywood.
Borton described recent efforts at Kodak’s re-
search and development facilities in automatic
color densitometry and sensitometric curve plot-
ting. By coupling a densitometer to a commer-
cially available programmable calculator and
plotter, a sensitometric strip can be read and ana-
lyzed in under two min. The programming
allows for simplified operation to obtain density
data; process parameters, such as contrast and
speed; full curves; and process trends. After pre-
senting the paper, Borton ran a brief film show-
ing the equipment in operation. — John C.
Lakotas (Secretary-Treasurer), Eastman Kodak
Co., 6706 Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood, CA
90038.
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rou should see it
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In ac Ion. You'll be impressed with what it does.

Some of our customers are so impressed they've bought a second. And a third.

The FR-35B 35mm TV Projector is a post-production tool especially designed for high

quality film-to-tape transfer work.

The basic projector is outstanding—and there are a host of accessories available
to extend its unique post-production capabilities.
o [nstant Start and Stop for accurate cueing
o Still Frame without loss of light or detail
® Variable Speed Control (0 to 48 frames per second)
o Shutter Phasing Control, an aid to color correction
® Servol.ock Synchronizer for interlock of two projectors
® Switchable 24 fps or 25 fps cine speeds for correct running time
With the Projector and selected accessories, you can deliver to your client a
television tape product, program or commercial, with innovative action, effects, and

enhancement never before available.

The FR-35B Projector, from RCA Photophone Systems—the people with the
broadest line of sound-on-film and sound-for-tape systems.

After all, we grew up with the industry

For information on the FR-35B or the total RCA Photophone Systems product line,

write RCA, 2700 W. Olive
Avenue, Burbank, CA. 91505
US.A.
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Whatever the speed—Micro-Demand meets the need.

\

Now any lab regardiess of size, can have
the quality and reliability of Micro-Demand,
at prices geared to the volume of its op-
| eration.
| Now the patented Micro-Demand film trans-
port system comes in a full line of Filmline con
tinuous, commercial film processors. Priced
from $8,900. With speeds from 7 FPM to 325
| FPM
| Introduced in 1968 inits *Custom Line'’ ma-
| chinesfor professional commercial labs Micro
Demand remains the most advanced demand
drive transport system yet devised for film
processing

Micro-Demand dependability is outstand-
ing—it will run 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, at top speed, with virtually no main-

tenance

The inherent design of the Micro-Demand
system allows the use of conventional film
rollers and bearings, eliminating the need for

fragile plastic spring bushings, eccentric wob-

Listnbuted Cverseas Dy
Bell & Howell Ltd
Wembley, Middlesex

CORPORATION
Hao1EG, England / MLROED. COMY

Filmline's Citation Series Processors
with Micro-Demand Drive.

Model DC28-35/16

ble rollers or other mysterious contrivances
Push-Button'' operation and reliability allows
the operator to perform other functions while
the machine is running
All Filmline processors use stainless steel
construction throughout except where other
alloys or formulations are recommended or
proven superior
Every Filmline machineis designed for ''Zero
Down Time'" and backed by a superb perfor-
mance record compiled in over 25 years of con
tinvous service to the industry. Twenty-five
years in the forefront of processing machine
design and innovation
Partial Listing of Filmline Installations:
Deluxe-General, Technicolor, Inc., Capital
Film Labs., Byron Motion Pictures, TVC
Labs., Movielab, Radiant Laboratories, Gul-
fanti Labs., Precision Film Labs., Bellevue-
Pathe, ABC, CBS, NBC Network TV, NASA,
General Motors, RCA, IBM, AEC. .. and thou-
sands ol others.

Filmline Corporation
Milford, Connecticut 06460
Area Code 203 - 878-2433
Ecricutr _J TWX 710-4623733

How About That!

/A Back Pack TV Camera
Battery With
250% More Power Output

“silvercel

Or, If Your Present Battery Is
As Powerful As You Want t. ..
How Would You Like To Have It
\At Yard Its Present Weight?

(At No Increase In Weight)

By Yardney

Silvercel rechargeable batteries pack the
most useable power into the smallest and
the lightest modular package. Used by all
major manufacturers of TV Back Pack
Cameras as original equipment, they offer
the added advantage of a QUICK CHARGE
without battery damage by the use of a
quick pulse charge.

Silvercel (silver/zinc) rechargeable batteries
— the recognized standard of excellence in
power output for back pack TV cameras.
Qur technical assistance and catalog are
yours for the asking.

Vardne 82 Mechanic Street

Pawcatuck, Connecticut 02891

d ELECTRIC CORPORATION
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Houston, 24 January — The meeting was
held at Pearlman Film Productions with an at-
tendance of 31 members and guests. Frank Mar-
asco of Victor Duncan, Inc., gave an excellent
demonstration of the Arriflex 16SR camera with
the Victor Duncan Nagra Caddy audio recorder
modification. After showing an excellent vid-
eotape on the quality and usefulness of the 16SR
caniera, Marasco led a spirited discussion which
included the video monitoring capability of the
16SR. Close inspection of the working parts of
the camera revealed a beautifully designed in-
strument, — B. F. Secor, Jr. (Secretary-Trea-
surer), Aldine High School, 6427 Fairwood Dr.,
Houston, TX 77088.

Nashville, 25 January — The January meet-
ing was a great success with an attendance of
more than 200 members and guests. The pro-
gram had been arranged by Harry Heuer of East-
man Kodak Co. First on the program was John
Davis of Dynamic Media, Nashville, who
showed how moving a slide show can be with a
multimedia slide presentation of the city of
Nashville.

Bill Carrier of API Cine, Memphis; Mark
Ball of Scene 3 Productions, Nashville; and
Chris Taylor of Chris Taylor Organization,
Memphis, each showed some extremely good
camera work with both tape and film presenta-
tions demonstrating how well you can mix tape
and film and get the most from both.

Wayne Smith and Jim Campbell of Cascom,
Inc., Nashville, showed some great animation
and showed also how you can mix animation and
live action.

Thom Ferrell of Thom 2 Productions,
Nashville, showed how he uses camera negative
to get what the customer wants in filming a pro-
gram or a TV spot.

The program was well accepted by the audi-
ence and this was evidenced by the amount of
applause received by each speaker. A question-
and-answer period followed each presentation.

Following the presentations a film of the
1978 International Clio Awards was shown and
the crowd stayed right through to the end. —
Bill Watson (Secretary-Treasurer), MPL,, Inc.,
781 S. Main St., Memphis, TN 38101.

Ohio, 25 January — The meeting was held at
the Cleveland Engineering Society. Because of
the blizzard only seven brave souls, plus the
speaker, Stephen Merkel, Project Engineer of
the Airborne Manufacturing Co., Elvira, Ohio,
attended. Merkel’s presentation entitled “A
35mm Motion Analysis Projector for Cine
Fluorography,” concemed the history of this de-
velopment (of which he was in charge) and the
new concepts involved. He noted that the re-
cording of angiographic examinations on cine
film has gained steadily in importance. The pro-
jector offers flicker-free projection from 1
frame/s up to 60 frames/s. Features include a
high-intensity arc lamp and a quartz halogen
lamp for varying projection requirements, hori-
zontal drop-in loading and other features for
easy operation and safe film. handling. —
George F. Golden (Secretary-Treasurer), Film-
Lab Service, Inc., 4117 Prospect Ave., Cleve-
land, OH 44103,

Pacific/Northwest, 26 January — The meet-
ing was held at the Seattle First National Bank,
Mercer Island, Wash., with an attendance of 24
members and guests. The program included pre-
sentations on cable television system engineer-
ing and satellite television signal transmission,



When does a portable colorcamera

fosmm 7 WY

Optional studio conf lguratlon

When |t’s a Panasonic ENG/EFP camera.

Now you can stop admiring ENG/EFP color cameras,
and start owning one! The surprisingly affordable
Panasonic AK-750. Thanks to its impressive list of
options, our three-tube Plumbicon®portable camera
doubles as a studio camera.

In the field it's a fully self-contained portable camera
that weighs only 20 Ibs, (with our optional 12:1 zoom
lens shown), so it's easy to handle. It's just as easy on the
power, using only 23 watts. You can interface the AK-750
with any EFP system, because it can be externally
synchronized with a single cable. Timing and phase
adjustments are built right into the camera head.

Or connect it to any studio system, simply by adding the
optional Remote Control Unit and studio viewfinder.

Indoors or out, you can look forward to impressive
performance: With an S/N ratio of 49 dB, and horizontal
resolution of 500 lines center at the recommended
illumination of 200 footcandles at {/4. There's even a
-+6 dB gain for a minimum illumination of just 15
footcandles at /1.8.

Some impressive circuitry was built into the camera:
Like a Y I/Q encoder, an RS-170A sync generator with
genlock for studio or EFP use, and a color bar generator,

It also features an optical black, and automatic white
balance. And there’s electronic color conversion, as well
as a filter wheel behind the lens.

Horizontal and vertical blanking are both adjustable
to meet a variety of recording or playback requirements.
And your picture is always crisp and clear thanks to
horizontal aperture correction and 1-line vertical
aperture correction built right into the camera head.

Not only do you get a long list of standard features
with the AK-750, there’s also a long list of camera options
available. Such as 2-line vertical aperture correction, a
chroma key unit, and more.

So if you're pricing both studio cameras and
portable cameras, price one camera that can do both,
The Panasonic AK-750.

Plumbicon is a registered trademark of N.V. Philips of Holland
for TV camera tubes.

For more information, write: Panasonic Company, Vldeo Systems
Division, One Panasonic Way, Secaucus, N.J. 07094. In Canada,
Panasomc Video Systems Department, Mississauga, Ontarlo

Panasonic.

just slightly ahead of our time.




Frank Bias of Viacom, Inc., described the basic
elements in a cable television system and he also
explained the major factors that are to be consid-
ered in modern system design. Pat Bohana of
Scientific Atlanta, Inc., gave a talk on satellite
transmission of television signals and how the
use of this service is rapidly expanding in cable
television. The meeting was preceded by a din-
ner at the Thunderbird Restaurant. — Thomas J.
Bowles (Secretary-Treasurer), King Videocable
Co., 320 Aurora Ave., N., Seattle, WA 98109.

Toronto, 16 January — The meeting was
held at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute with an
attendance of 96 members and guests. The pro-
gram opened with the screening of a portion of
the CBC television special, Anne Murray in
Jamaica. Jim Shaw of CBC and Ron Hutcheon
of Palette Productions then told of their experi-
ences during the on-location production of this
special, emphasizing that it was shot using I-in
videotape recording systems. Shaw spoke on the
production aspects and Hutcheon described the
technical considerations. Some of their more
pertinent comments related to the ease of setup,
the need for minimal rack space in mobiles, ease
of repair and the very minimal need for repairs,
ease of portability, and the very low power re-
quirements including batteries and lightweight
generators, The quality of the 1-in product was
said to be equal to or better than quad. Questions
raised during the question-and-answer period
concerned problems related to untrained crews
and to union jurisdictional problems whereby
trained cinematographers were not allowed to
handle these cameras. — Peter Mugford (Secre-
tary-Treasurer), OECA, 2180 Yonge St.,
Toronto, Ont., M4S 2C1 Canada.

Industry News &
Educational Activities

Eastman Kodak Company has been selected
the official photographic consultant to the 1980
Olympic Winter Games by the Lake Placid
Olympic Organizing Committee. In that capac-
ity Kodak will provide complimentary black-
and-white and color film processing for all ac-
credited news photographers. For black-and-
white film, Kodak will utilize normal and push
processing; color processing will be for Ek-
tachrome film, process E-6. The Olympic
Organizing Committee will open a broadcast
center where Kodak will assist and provide tech-
nical advice in regard to processing Eastman Ek-
tachrome video news film 7240, 7250, and 7239
and video news print film 7399. Both services
will be provided daily between the hours of
8 a.m. and 2 a.m.

In addition to assisting newsmedia coverage
of the Games, Kodak will supply medical x-ray
film and the use of Kodak RP X-Omat process-
ing equipment at the medical center in the Olym-
pic Village. Approximately 50 specialists and
technicians from various divisions will staff
Kodak’s facilities in Lake Placid.

The Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and
Sciences awarded Eastman Kodak Company an

Academy Award of Merit (Academy Statuette)
for technical achivement in research and devel-
opment of Eastman color intermediate II film
5243. The intermediate film, which is used to
make color master positives and color duplicat-

" ing negatives, has drawn wide acclaim from mo-

tion-picture producers -for its fine grain and
accurate color reproduction. It has proven par- -
ticularly helpful in the production of the new
generation of special-effects motion pictures.

"A new television distribution system was

jointly announced by RCA American Commu-
nications, Inc., Viacom Intcrnational, Inc., and
Post-Newsweek Stations. The system will em-
ploy an RCA Satcom satellite to transmit di-
rectly to earth stations supplied by RCA
American Communications. The first field appli-
cations of the new distribution technology will
begin this year.

Under the plan RCA will erect, operate, and
maintain receive-only earth stations with built-in
scrambling and selected decoding capability for
specific program reception at specific locations.
Viacom will begin distribution of television pro-
grams and motion pictures, and the Post-News-
week stations will receive and record the
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For Precision Indexing

EECO MITG 550 Series

Master Time Code Generators

EECO's MTG 550 Series SMPTE/EBU
Generators Incorporates the latest state-
of-the-art CMOS/LS TTL logic resulting
in reduced size, weight and power
requirements. .

Slave and user bit input options are now
standard together with new alarm
features at reduced costs.

Instant reliabillity Is assured by exclusive
use of aged burned-in integrated
circuits.

Four low price Models are now available.
MTG 551-NTSC

MTG 552-PAL B

MTG 653-SECAM

MTG 554-PAL M

Available from your nearest AMPEX
Sales office world-wide distributor for
EECO Broadcast Products,

1601 East Chestnul Avenue® Santa Ana, California 92701
Phone: (714) 835-6000  TWX 910-595-1550
Telex 67-8420

Ampex Is world-wide distributor for EECO broadcast products,
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