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Addendum to the Progress Committee Report 

Ed. Note: This report (prepared by Rudolf 
Gressmanri, Director of the European 
Brocirlciisting Union) urrivcd (i t  SMPTE 
Headquarters on 30 March 1979 - too 
lute for publiccition in the May I979 Jour- 
nal. We (ire plerised tv present it here cis (in 

oddendrrni to the Progress Cotnmittee Re- 
port. 

There were few outstanding achievements 
in European television broadcasting during 
1978. As far as tcchnical progress is con- 
cerned, the exhibits at the International 
Broadcasting Convention held in London, 
United Kingdom, in September, showed the 
continuing extension of the use of digital 
techniques, notably for recording color tele- 
vision signals on magnetic tape, demon- 
strated by the Independent Broadcasting 
Authority. Following the successful launch 
in April of the European-made Orbital Test 
Satellite (OTS) intended to be the forerun- 
ner of the future European Telecommunica- 
tions satellite, numerous experimental 
transmissions by satellite of television sig- 
nals in the 12-GHz band have been under- 
taken as part of the test program. Little 
change has been recorded in the operating 
statistics of the 30 EBU member organiza- 
tions in 25 countries that have access to the 
Eurovision program interchanges through 
terrestrial circuits (Table 1) although the in- 
troduction of a second national network in 
Ireland in November brought the total num- 
ber of program services provided by those 
organizations to 45 at the end of the year. 
Like RTE-1, RTE-2 contains a wide range 
of programs and commercial advertising 
and is intended to provide alternative view- 
ing in the south and west of the country, 
where it is not possible to rcceivc programs 
from abroad. Both VHF and UHF transmit- 
ters are now being used for both program 
services, the latter for the first time in the 
Republic of Ireland. 

Other points of interest in the statistics 
are the increase in the number of hours of 
transmission of the second program services 
of the BRT and the RTBF, and the contin- 
ued expansion of the color transmitter net- 
works for the three progr'm services that are 
still duplicated in monochrome on obsoles- 

cent scanning standards: TF-I in France and 
BBC-I and ITV in the United Kingdom. 
These monochrome transmissions will be 
discontinued as soon as the number of re- 
ceivers fed by them has declined to an insig- 
nificant value, probably in the early 1980s. 

Except in the case of the few organiza- 
tions that have introduced color broadcast- 
ing only recently, or continue to operate in 
monochrome, virtually all European pro- 
gram production is now in color, and the 
proportion of the potential audience 
equipped for color reception is now greater 
than 50% in several countries. It should bc 
remembered that the data on receivers is in 
most cases derived from records of licenses 
issued, and these do not necessarily take 
into account the possibility of there being 
more than one receiver per household. 
Probably the biggcst single incentive for 
color receiver sales was the coverage of the 
World (soccer) football Cup competition, 
which was held in Argentina in August. Al- 
though no decision about a choice of color 
system has yet been taken in Argentina, 
where monochrome television employs 
625-line scanning and is transmitted within 
6-MHz channels, sufficient 625-line PAL- 
system production facilities wcre provided 
from international sources to ensure full 
color coverage, which was relayed by satel- 
lite throughout the world. The transmis- 
sions to a total of 26 television networks in 
Western Europe and North Africa were co- 
ordinated by the EBU operations Group. 
The success of the operation, which in- 
volved coverage of two matches played si- 
multaneously in any two out of five widely 
separated cities, was largely due to the close 
collaboration of Broadcasting Organiza- 
tions and the Organizing Committce at the 
planning stage. 

Preparations are continuing also for the 
coverage of the next major international 
sports events: the Wintcr Olympic Games at 
Lake Placid, NY, USA, and the Summer 
Olympic Games in Moscow, USSR, both of 
which will be held in 1980. As the installa- 
tion of a temporary earth station at Lake 
Placid, considered to be the most economic 
solution, has not been authorized, contracts 
have been placed for two additional terres- 

trial circuits for use by the joint EBU/OIRT 
Operations Group, expcctcd to consist of 
about 140 persons headed by J .  Hoesater 
from Noway. The EBU Operations Group 
at Moscow will be equally large, and con- 
siderable difficulty is being experienced in 
reducing the number of accredited represen- 
tatives of member organizations to the total 
of 1000 set by the Organizing Committce 

The ordinary traffic on the network of 
permanently leased sound and vision cir- 
cuits linking the production centers of EBU 
members in Western Europe and certain 
countries around the Mediterranean Sea, 
coordinated by the Eurovision service, in- 
creased by some 13% from a total of 2893 
hours in 1977 to 3462 hours in 1978. This 
reflccts mainly the growth of the number of 
transmissions other than ncws, from 6042 to 
7617 during the same period, as the total 
number of news items distributed during the 
three daily transmissions scheduled for this 
purpose increased from 4994 to only 5508, 
which is still less than the record of 6018 
reachcd in 1975. Such frequent transmis- 
sions place a heavy burden on thc staff of the 
Eurovision coordination center, which is 
still located in cramped accommodation in 
the Law Courts building in Brussels. It was 
not possible to transfer this center to the new 
installation in the BRT/RTBF production 
center during 1978 as had been hoped, but 
the removal is expected to have taken place 
in April 1979. 

Finally, there is little progrcss to rcport 
regarding satellites. The studies of the pos- 
sible useof the proposcd European Commu- 
nications Satellite (ECS) has shown that it 
would not form an economic replacement 
for the existing terrestrial network unless 
the earth stations can be located much closer 
to the national production centers than is at 
present envisaged. An International mcas- 
uring campaign has been undertaken on the 
second Orbital Test Satellite OTS-2, which 
was successfully launched and placed in 
geostationary orbit in May, and much useful 
data on propagation at 12 and 14 GHz has 
been obtained. Several EBU members have 
acquired earth stations for use in these ex- 
pcrimcnts. 
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Table I. Television - 1978: characteristics of the television services participating regularly in Eurovision. 

No. of CoveraRe o f  
population te lev is ion  

t ranra i  t t e r i  z Tranamiarion 
a y a t e d  

Country and 
protr-e 

dea i8ru t ion  
I978 1977 1°78 IS77 

A 1  &*ti. : RTA B-PAL 40 40 90  

Auatria: OW-I B(C)-PAL 223(121) 221(101) 93.4 92.5 

Btlg1Um: BRT - I B (HI -PAL J(J)  1(J) 

ow-2 C(II)-PAL 301(2a)  zag(27)  90.6 0 9 . 4  

BRT-2 H-PAL 6 5 ;;.a X8.8 
I l ( 2 )  94.9 9'1.9 

I I ( 2 )  78 78 
RTBF B(H)-PAL 
RTBDbia H-PAL 5 5 

Dcmark : DR B-PAL 30 30 99.9 99.e 

Finland: YLE-1 B(C)-PAL 64(5)  67(2)  99 99 

France : TFI  L-SECAM(E)' 316(1171) 258(1169) 54  bO(Q9) 

YLE-2 C (B) -PAL 26(18) z i ( 1 8 )  n 9  8 0  

A2 L-SECAM 1 1 2 2  I 087 99 e9  
FR3 L-SECAH 348 321 07 96 

Em t im ted Esc imtcd 
No. of No. of 

rece ivers  rcceivera 
(thousands) per I00 pcrs .  

Netvork l e m t h  
lun 

P r o g r m e  
hours per 

veek radio-rclav cable 

l o 7 R  l Q 7 7  107R 1077 1078 1977 1Q78 1977 1918 1977 

64 

66.0 64.2 7976 71(7n 72 7 2  207(! 2,(uI 211.4 28.2 

6200 w n  0 o v n  640 4 . 2  4 . 0  

4 7 . 3  46.7 

2885 2700 29.3 27.5 
:;:: st:: 2097 ? O Z 7  O 

56.3 5 Q  R I I . s  6:5 1979 187Q 0 0 

47.1  44.9 4 2 7 ~  4 2 7 0  1 2 4  1 2 4  1 8 1 0  inon 35.5 35.3 

:: ii 12037 i n 6 1 3  0 .5  0.5 15nz  ison 3 1 . 6  31 .6  

77.4' 7R.SL 
73.5' 71' 5 1 2 1 2  46538 4 1 Q  4 1 3  15750 15500 29.6 29.4 
75.Za 3 R . 5 )  

1 0 C . B  I 

Hare tha em. prosrema i a  cranrmittad by meana 
of tvo d i f f e r a n t  ryacmnr, tha bracketa 0 
+dencity tho corraapondifu che rac t a r i a t i ca .  

n o  var iour  tranamtraion aya tma are 
i d m c i f i a d  by mema of the  l a t t e r a  uard 
i n  CCIl Raport 624 

.T t .priwnte1 colour t r . n d l l i O M  

Proportion of popularion wi th in  tha c o v a r y a  area of at  h a a t  I p r o a r u m  aerv ice  
2 Proportion of population within the coverye araa of a t  l aaa t  2 pro&r.nnu aarvicau 
3 Proportion of population within the covrraaa arm of a t  l eaa t  3 prntramne aarvicea 
' Data include dura t ion  of educational pro8rumea tha t  ara not broedcaat throuahout 

the  year 
5 Averria f i t u raa  ~ p p l i c a b l r  i n  the  rqiona i n  whlch th i a  marvice i a  providad 

6 Cer ta in  tranrmictera broadcaat a fu r the r  10.5 houra par vaak 
7 some broadcamtin8 in  a19-1inaa i n  mowchroma 

Cer ta in  t ranrmi t ta ra  broadcaac fu r the r  32 houra per waek, r a l a y i q  IF1 i n  colour 
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