cated through joint effort. The committee foresees many problems
requiring their attention, including advancements in theater sound,
motion-picture print life (including wear and tear), technical re-
quirements of automation, theater acoustics and equalization,
screen illumination characteristics, geometry, seating, and so forth.

In the middle of October in 1978, there was a national meeting of
NATO, and the Joint Committee decided to provide its first position
paper by addressing the question of stereo-optical sound for motion-
picture release prints. Stereo sound, of course, had been tried in
many ways, and you will probably remember the first significant
commercial venture with Walt Disney’s Fantasia.

In 1954, Frayne proposed dual-bilateral stereo tracks, but the
technique was not commercially accepted because of low signal-to-
noise ratio. This concept was revised by Ron Uhlig in 1974 to en-
compass the process of Dolby noise reduction, and a new method of
distributing stereo prints, potentially compatible, to theaters was at
hand. Approximately 20 theatrical releases have been produced
with stereo-optical sound, and an equal number are in preparation.

Standards &

The theater owner is confronted with the demands of evaluating
his theater’s potential for stereo-optical sound and making decisions
pertaining to new hardware and installation. To fulfill the theater
owners’ need for knowledge, I had the privilege of chairing the first
ad hoc committee and presenting our joint report to the national
rheeting of NATO in mid-October. The reports we have had to date
indicate that it was extremely well-received. We are looking for-
ward to further cooperation within the joint technical committees of
NATO, MPAA, TEA, and SMPTE,

The Society is, of course, always willing to lend its knowledge
and expertise to the good of the industry in any suitable way. Our
cight engineering committees are always ready to directly address
the problems within ourdiscipline. When problems of greater mag-
nitude require organizational cooperation, the Society will be recep-
tive to these needs in the future as it has been in the past. In
summary, it should be remembered that the Society’s engineering
effort welcomes the participation of all interested parties whether
they are members of the Society or not. ‘

Recommended Practices

Proposed SMPTE Engineering Committee
Recommendations

Two Proposed SMPTE Engineering Committee Recommenda-
tions are published here for a trial period: ECR 3, Projection for
Technical Conferences; and ECR 4, Audio Reinforcement for
Technical Conferences.

Comments on the proposals should be addressed to Alex E.
Alden at Society Headquarters prior to 1 August 1979. If no adverse
criticism is received, they will be submitted to the Society’s Board
of Governors for approval.

Approved International Standard

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) re-
cently approved an International Standard, the technical content of
which is published here for your information. ISO 3773-1978, Cin-
ematography — Tape Splices for 8-mm Type S Motion-Picture

434 SMPTE Journal June 1979 Volume 88

Film for Projector Use — Dimensions, is in agreement with Ameri-
can National Standard PH22.172.2-1976.

This material is reproduced with permission from the ISO and is
copyrighted by the American National Standards Institute, 1430
Broadway, New York, NY 10018, from which complete copies are
available.

Approved Withdrawal of American National
Standards

A recommendation for withdrawal of approval of two American
National Standards was approved by the American National Stan-
dards Institute on 4 January 1979. PH22.141-1974, Dimensions for
32-mm Motion-Picture Film, 2R; and PH22.142-1974, Dimensions
for 32-mm Motion-Picture Film, 4R, were withdrawn because the
motion-picture films specified are not being manufactured. —
Alex E. Alden, Manager of Engineering Services
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