hours, and to check it thoroughly before re-
storing it to service.

Software diagnostics and system exer-
cisers are being transferred to data cassettes,
for use with small portable cassette readers.
This eliminates the need for slow and noisy
teleprinters, paper tape readers and the like,
which are not well-suited to broadcast
equipment room environments.

It may be noted that neither in radio nor
television has it been necessary to increase
the maintenance staff. Suitable training has,
of course, been given. A central group of
specialist instructors is also available at En-
gineering Headquarters in Montreal.

Conclusion

The restriction of computer controlled
switching systems to a size not exceeding
the capabilities of a human operator has
been shown to be unnecessary, provided
that there are facilities to permit fast re-
placement of defective units and a suitable
apology system to cover radio and televi-
sion program faults.

The author wishes to thank his col-
leagues both within and outside the CBC,
especially those who have had the thankless
tasks of maintaining services while convert-
ing the systems to the new, backed-up ver-
sions.
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Standards &

Recommended Practices

Proposed American National Standard

A proposed revision of an American National Standard is pub-
lished here for a trial period and public review: C98.12, Time and
Control Code for Video and Audio Tape for 525-Line/60-Field
Television Systems. The proposal reflects the addition of recorder
input waveform characteristics and a color frame flag. Specifi-
cations for the position of the address on the video tape have been
deleted. They will be incorporated into individual recommended
practices for each tape format.

Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices

Two Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices are also pub-
lished for review: RP 92, Specifications for Audio Level and
Multifrequency Test Films for 8-mm Type S Sound Reproducers,
Magnetic Type; and RP 93, Requirements for Recording American
National Standard Time and Control Code on 1-in Types A, Band C
Helical-Scan Video Tape Recorders.

Proposed Withdrawal of American National Standard

On the recommendation of the Committee on Audio Recording
and Reproduction Technology, the Standards Committee has ap-
proved the withdrawal of American National Standard Cross-Mod-
ulation Tests for 16-mm Variable-Area Photographic Sound Prints,
PH22.52-1960 (R1975) because all test material and test method
standards will be transformed into SMPTE Recommended Prac-
tices.

Comments should be addressed to Alex E. Alden, Manager of
Engineering Services, at Society Headquarters prior to 1 September
1979. The revision of C98.12 and the withdrawal of PH22.52 have
been submitted to their respective national standards committees.
All comments from Journal publication will be reviewed before
conclusion of committee action. If no adverse criticism is received
on the proposed practices, they will be submitted to the Society’s
Board of Govemnors for final approval. —Alex E. Alden, Manager
of Engineering Services
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