
Obituaries 

John C. Lakotas 
John C. Lakotas, a Regional Coordinator of 

Technical Services for Eastman Kodak Com- 
pany’s Motion Picture and Audio Visual Divi- 
sion was among the victims of the crash of a jet 
liner at Chicago’s O’Hare Airport on 25 May 
1979. 

John was born 16 July 1942 in Minneapolis 
and had been employed by Kodak since 1964, 
following graduation from the University of 
Minnesota. For the last seven years, he had been 
prominent in the motion-picture community in 
Hollywood, handling the engineering serviccs 
and technical assistancc for Kodak’s MP and AV 
Division, Pacific Southern Region. 

John had been active in SMPTE affairs, ser- 
ving as Program Co-Chairman for the 119th 
Technical Conference in Los Angetes in 1977 
and as Program Chairman for the 121st Technical 
Conference to bc held in October. He was also 
Sccretaryfhasurer of the Hollywood Section of 
the S M m .  

John is survived by his wife and four chil- 
dren. Memorial services were held on 30 May in 
Westlake Villagc, Calif. Services were also held 
in Rochester, N.Y. and Minneapolis, Minn. 

Francis R. Orban 
Francis R. Orban, a Life Member of the So- 

ciety, died in the month of March 1979 at the age 
of 72. At the time of his death he resided in 
Toronto, Canada. 

He attended the Technical University in 
Budapest, Hungary, graduating with the B.S. 
degree. He did graduate work at the Technical 
University in Dresden, Germany, receiving the 
degree of Doctor of Engincering. He joined the 
SMPTE in 1934; at that time he was employed 
by the Hunnia Film Studios in Budapest as a 
sound engineer. That same year he transferred to 
Film Sonore in Bucharest, Rumania, later re- 
turning to Budapest. 

His membership in the Society lapsed in 1941 
because of World War 11, but he was reinstated 
as an SMPTE member in 1948. 

Beginning in 1942, he resided in Munich- 
Gmenwald, Germany, in the U.S. zone, where 
he was employed by Bavaria-Filmkunst GmbH 
as a sound mixer. In 1953 he moved to Canada 
where he was employed by Crawley Films in Ot- 
tawa. Spoken of by his colleagues as “a top 
man” in the field of sound engineering, his inter- 
ests included all phases of sound recording and 
mixing; he was also knowledgeable in the ficld 
of architectural acoustics. 

(g@iXil@U FLU10 CAMERA HEADS 

Twenty-five years of experience since Mr.(Ej@mXW first 
invented the fluid camera head in 1952. Universally the 
favorite of professionals. 

MODEL 30: Just 6 Ibs., yet 
handles film and video 
cameras up to 30 Ibs. Drag 
mechanism, continuously 
adjustable through 3600 pan- 
ning and -I- 60° tilt, with 
separate locks for each. 
The tilt has an adjustable 
counterbalance spring. 

MODEL 50: Lightweight head 
weighing only 7 Ibs., for 
cameras up to 50 Ibs., easi- 
ly maneuverable, steady, 
smooth, jerk-free panning 
and tilting. Ideal for location 
shooting, news work and 
field production. 

MODEL 102-B HYDRO-PED: Built for 
flexibility and designed for rigidity. 
Levels on any terrain with hvdraulical- n 
ly balanced adjustable column. 

@@GXEG products are available for 
sale, rental or long-term lease at The 
Camera Mart Inc. The Headquarters 
for professional equipment ... with the 
personal attention and factory-au t hor- 
ized service professionals appreciate. 
Write for comprehensive @$%iE@C 
cat a log. 

Camera Mart 
THE CAMERA MART, INC. 

456 West 55th Street, New York 10019 
(212) 757-6977 f Telex: 1-2070 

Sales Service Rental 
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