
Section Meetings 
Atlanta, 12 June - The meeting was held at 
the Fernbank Science Center in Atlanta with an 
attendance of 23 guests at A Voyage Through 
Outer Space: the Planets, Fernbank Science 
Center’s show presented by David Dundee, of 
the Centcr’s staff. A number of satellite plane- 
tary photographs were shown. 

Rick Williamon then provided a dcmonstra- 
tion and explanation of the Planetarium’s exten- 
sive projection and sound systems as well as an 
exhibition of the latest satellite and weather fore- 
casting tools. The evening concluded with a 
view of Saturn through the Planetarium’s tele- 
scope. - Hugo A. Bondy. 149 Mocking Bird 
Lane, Decatur, GA 30030. 

Detroit, 12 May - This wasa special meeting 
held in conjunction with Communications Semi- 
nar ‘79, a day-long meeting co-sponsored by 
Wayne State University and the Detroit Pro- 
ducers Association. More than 300 persons at- 
tended the seminar, held in the Rackham 
Engineering Conference Center in Detroit. Fif- 
teen special interest sessions were conducted. 
The general sessions included a presentation by 
Sam Grogg, Director of National Educational 

Services, American Film Institute, entitled “Di- 
alogues With Famous Directors.” consisting of a 
series of videotapes made at AFl seminars where 
AFI students meet for open discussions with em- 
inent film personalities. 

Eight of the 15 special interest sessions were 
given by officers and members of the SMFTE 
Detroit Section. John Mayberry (Chairman) pre- 
sented a paper entitled “This is SMFTE.” Secre- 
tary-Treasurer Sherwin Becker’s paper was 
entitled “16mm Contact Wet Printing.” “Let’s 
Communicate” was presented by Ted Horn (a 
former Chairman). Managers Jerrell Frederick 
and Randolph Hippler presented papers: Freder- 
ick’s entitled “Sound Rerecording and Mixing 
for Motion Pictures,” and Hipplcr’s (with Dan 
Nissly) entitled “Sqcezoom and PSAS.” Charles 
Naim, Gerald Jones, and Jack Teahan, Detroit 
Section members, presented papers entitled (in 
that order) “Developing an Ear for Audio”; 
“Computer Generated Graphics”; and “Care, 
Handling, and Storagc of Film Images for Tele- 
vision Broadcast and Motion-Picture Produc- 
tion.” ’ 

Other sessions covered a wide variety of top 
ics including “Motion Picture Animation: From 

Concept to Screen,” presented by Hcrmann Tau- 
chert; “Film Editing Closcup,” by Grace Gar- 
land Janisz; “Performers, Talent Agents, and 
Screen Actors Guild,” by Jane Ford and Pat 
Burke; and “Problems Unique to Studio and Lo- 
cation Broadcast Video Production.” 

A reception where winc and cheese wcrc 
served was given at the end of the day-long 
meeting. - Shcrwin H. Becker (Secretary- 
Treasurcr), Allied Film Laboratory, 7375 
Woodward. Detroit, MI 48202. 

Detroit, 19 June - The meeting was held in 
Michigan Bell Telephone’s Audiovisual Depart- 
ment. Forty-nine members and guests heard 
John Lowry, President of Digital Video Sys- 
tems, Willowdale, Ontario, describe the DPS-I 
framestore time base corrector. The equipment 
utilizes digital processing and control in provid- 
ing time base correction, framc or field storage. 
signal processing, and test signal generation. In 
describing the thcory and operation of the equip- 
ment, Lowry was able to providc new under- 
standing of the concepts of digital video for the 
audience. Hc commented later that many of thc 
questions addressed to him showcd an excellent 
understanding of a highly technical subject. At 
the close of the meeting the group toured thc 
Michigan Bcll Audiovisual facilities. - Sher- 
win H. Beckcr (Secretary-Treasurer), Allicd 
Film Laboratory, 7375 Woodward, Detroit, M1 
48202. 

Florida/Carlbbean, 23 May - The meeting 
was held at the Medical Center Campus of thc 
Miami-Dade Community Collcge System with 
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QUAUTY OUTPUT 
“Our customers think we produce the best CRI in the country”, comments George 

Golden of FilmLab Service, Cleveland, OH, “and we d o  it with an Allen EC 345:’ 

Yes, the results you get from an Allen processor are superb. 
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fact. But quality output is only one reason for considering an 
Allen. Our machines are well built, reliable, and realistically 
priced. And our service, technical support, and parts backup are 
the best in the industry. Each model features a dependable ATA 
(Automatic Tension Adjusting) film transport system for smooth 
running. Solution and energy conservation systems are also 
standard, as are digital speed and temperature readouts. 
Automatic load accumulators, 316 SS and titanium construction, 
and removable racks are other advantages. To find out al l  the 
benefits of owning an Allen, request details or talk to our Reps. 

The Allen Products Company 
Box 417,180 Wampus Lane, Milford, CT 06460 Tel: 203 874 2563 Telex: 964368 
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an attendance of 22 members and guests. The 
Medical Center is one of the most modern teach- 
ing facilities in the country for the allied health 
services. It was designed to provide a highly 
technical curriculum with a variety of 
audiovisual services. The program was focused 
on the Audiovisual Services Department which 
houses a complete production facility and is es- 
pecially active in developing and distributing 
video programs. The host and speaker, Luis V. 
Klitin, is the Director of the Audiovisual Serv- 
ices Department. He reviewed the extensive 
planning and design that went into the eonstruc- 
tion of the facility and explained how the logical 
placement of video camera and monitor tie-in 
points throughout the campus enhanced the 
CCTV production room's ability to provide the 
best service for the training needs of the faculty 
and student body. 

After screening some sample video produc- 
tions, we took a fascinating tour through an 
impressive audiovisual plant containing a so- 
phisticated video distribution system, control 
room, production studio, and other areas for stu- 
dent performance and evaluation. Over coffee 
and doughnuts a lively interchange of informa- 
tion and experience took place. All involved had 
a great evening. -James D. Bloch (Secretary- 
Treasurer), American Bankers Life, 600 Brick- 
ell Ave., Miami, FL 33131. 

Florlda/Carlbbean 7 June - The meeting 
was held jointly with the International Televi- 
sion Association and the Society of Broadcast 
Engineers at Broadcast Quality, a commercial 
film-to-tape transfer and dubbing company. 

Fifty-four members and guests toured Broadcast 
Quality's facilities and through the courtesy of 
our host, Dave Clark, we were provided with a 
hands-on demonstration of video noise reduction 
and image enhancement equipment. Philip 
Dubbs, General Manager of Florida Video Sys- 
tems, our sponsor for the evening, spoke on 
video noise reduction, time base correctors, and 
image enhancement equipment. He explained 
and demonstrated how digital noise reduction 
works. We watched many fair-to-poor quality 
'/4-in videotapes as they were run through the 
enhancement system. We saw some very re- 
markable resulLs. especially with tapes shot on 
industrial quality video cameras in low light lev- 
els. We also explored the problems with over- 
enhancement. 

A very educational hands-on session allowed 
everyone to work with the digital noise corrector 
and the other noise reduction components in the 
system. - James Bloch (Secretary-Treasurer), 
American Bankers Life, 600 Brickell Ave., 
Miami, FL 33131. 

Hollywood, 14 June - The meeting was held 
at the Burbank Studios with an attendance of 197 
members and guests. The speakers were Hal 
Landecker, Manager of Production for Burbank 
Studios, and Robert Gottschalk, President of 
Panavision Inc. Landecker reported on the de- 
velopment of a video playback system that 
allows the photographing of a television picture 
without the drawback of shutter bars. This is ac- 
complished by using a special 24-frame tape for 
the television monitors and synchronous 24- 

frame camera pulse. The projection arrangement 
accommodates 144" to 200" shutter angles. 

Gottschalk demonstrated the Academy 
Award-winning Panaflex system, the latcst 
Panastar system, underwater cameras, and a 
modified Panaglide roving camera support sys- 
tem. - Charles Kemmerer (Arrangemcnts 
Chairman), Eastman Kodak Co.; home address: 
1674 Old Castle PI.. Westlake Village, CA 
91361. 

PacifielNorthwest, 31 May - The meeting 
was held in the Lopez Room in The Seattle Cen- 
ter with an attendance of 24 members and guests 
who heard Roger Hagen of Precision Edit de- 
scribe a system. now operating, whereby mo- 
tion-picture film is transferred to '/4-in videotape 
with all edit decisions being made in the tape 
format. Using an accurate time code, the tape 
edits are then duplicated with the original film. 

Russ McMurtray of Eastman K d a k  de- 
scribed the care, handling, and storage of film to 
provide optimum quality and long lifc. 

Abbott Sydney of Arriflex Corp. presented a 
film showing the construction and capabilities of 
the SR-16 camera. -Thomas J. Bowles, (Sec- 
retary-Treasurer), King Videocable Co., 320 
Aurora Ave. N ,  Seattle, WA 98109. 

San Francisco, 12 June - The mccting was 
held in Ampcx Corp.'s cafeteria with an atten- 
dance of 64 members and guests. Alastair Heas- 
lett, Senior Staff Engineer for the Audio 
Engineering Department of Ampex Corp., gave 
a talk entitled "Digital Audio, the Promisc of 
Tomorrow." Heaslett's presentation was of a 

Renowed 
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trio ((High speed,) 

Three 16 mm machines for conti- 
nuous synchron motion in forward 
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Please believe us. 

If you operate the new CF 3000 40 hours a 
week, you can save $7000 a year on solvent. 
With prices of petroleum-based solvents 
rising fast, this is timely news! 

All cleaning components operate within a 
closed environment. Fluid loss by e9apora- 
tion is eliminated and solvent is recycled 
through distillation. You also cut down fluid 
losses due to contamination as solvent is 
filtered and re-filtered. Solvent stays like 
new through use after use. 

Even traces of fluid removed during drying 
are returned to the system. The familiar 
drying tower is gone, replaced by a low- 
volume, high-pressure air system. Venting 
requirements are minimal. 

Film cleaning results are what our 
trade-mark says . . . MICRO-PERFECT@. 

What is it costing you to wait? Start saving 
now. Call Tom Tisch toll free on 800/323- 
7520' today or write for our detailed bro- 
chure. 

LIPSNER-SMITH COMPANY 
A Subsidiary of Research Technology Incorporated 

T E C H N O L O G V  
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4700 Chase, Lincolnwood IL 60646 
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It’s easy to make lightweight 
lights. The trick is to make them 
strong as well as light. Lowel uses 
a great deal of high-strength air- 
craft aluminum. It’s not only % the 
weight of common steel, but 
stronger and more resilient. That’s 
one reason our equipment is so 
remarkably rugged yet light ... with 
an exceptional watt-to-weight 
ratio. 
Besides being lighter lights, 
they’re also brighter lights. This 
is because of unique reflectors. 
Years of research and testing have 
resulted in designs likeourdouble 
parabolic and patented gull-wing 
configurations. Reflectors with 
special embossed surfaces for op- 
timum intensities and smooth 
beam patterns. You’ll be glad we 
make high performance, durable, 
lightweight systems-all the way 
to the location and back. 
For equipment see an authorized 
Lohrel dealer. For brochures con- 
tact us. Lowel-Light Manufactur- 
ing Inc. 421 West 54th St., N.Y., 
N.Y. 10019 (212)245-6744. West 
Coast: 3407 W. Olive Ave., Bur- 
bank,Ca.91505 (213) 846-7740 

relatively technical naturc for a local section 
meeting, but it was so well presented that every- 
one in the audience learned something worth- 
while. Two members drove 150 miles from 
Fresno, Calif., to attend the meting on such a 
timely topic. 

A great number of topics relating to digital 
audio recording were covered, including basic 
block diagram, signal spectra, and aliasing prob- 
lems, record level optimization, dropouts, and 
formats. The format subject is one of importance 
to the entire industry as a common format will be 
required in order to interchange tapes on equip- 
ment designed for different manufacturers. For- 
mat details such as sample rates, error correction 
schemes, and interblock gaps were discussed. 
Emphasis was placed on the need to devise a 
format that will be suitable for flexible editing as 
well as quality reproduction of the audio signal. 
Formats proposed by a number of different man- 
ufacturers were outlined in detail, including 
those designed for direct use in the video chan- 
nel of current videotape recorders. 

Following the presentation there was an un- 
usually long question and answer period cover- 
ing such items as the economics of digital audio 
recorders, format problems with full interleav- 
ing, dynamic range. error correction, distortion, 
and Standards Committee activities. - David 
K. Fibush (Secretary-Treasurer), Ampex Corp., 
401 Broadway, Rcdwood City, CA 94063. 

Toronto, 7 May - The meeting was held at 
the Ontario Educational Communications 
Authority (OECA) with an attendance of 65 
members and gucsts. First event of the evening 
was a tour of OECA’s technical facilities. The 
tour was followed by presentations by four 
speakers - Robcrt McKinstry and David 
Cheng, both of OECA, John Milton of Film- 
house, and Tad Jaworski, a producer. 

McKinstry’s presentation was cntitled “His- 
torical Development of the OECA’s Film and 
Telecinc Facilities.” Hc reviewed the historical 
and philosophical developments of OECA’s film 
and television operations. Cheng on “Film 
Quality Control at OECA” dcscnbed the film 
quality control preocedures used at OECA. In 
particular, he demonstrated his very successful 
test slug which he developed to meet LAD speci- 
fications and aid cxposure and laboratory control 
and telecine lincup. 

Milton explained the proper handling of film 
niatcrials and Jaworski presented the pro- 
ducer/dircctor’s point of view regarding film 
quality control. The meeting had been preceded 
by a dinner at the Crock and Block restaurant. - 
Peter Mugford (Secretq-Treasurer), OECA, 
2180 Yonge St., Toronto, Ont., Can. M4S 2CI. 

’ 

Toronto, 12 June -The mecting was held at 
George Brown Collegc with an attendance of 91 
members and guests. First on the program was a 
film entitled Digitnl Cutiipurer. Merle Reist of 
George Brown Collegc prcsented a paper en- 
titled “Functional Principles of Micro- 
processors.” John Lowry and Charles Poynton 
of Digital Video Systcms gave a presentation en- 
titled “Microprocessor Applications in Televi- 
sion and Film.” Both presentations covered the 
ficld from the very basic block diagram to 
the more sophisticated approaches to micro- 
processor and microcomputer design and pro- 
gramming, including thc use of the “traffic 
light” example. Thc many uses of micro- 
processors for film and television technology 
were describcd in detail. Thc mecting was pre- 
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ceded by a dinner at the Underground Railroad 
Restaurant. - Peter Mugford (Secretary-Treas- 
urer), Ontario Edu. Communications Authority, 
2180 Yonge St., Toronto, Ont., Canada, M4S 
2c1. 

Washington, D.C., 7 May - The meeting 
was held at the American Red Cross Production 
Center in Arlington, Va., with an attendance of 
35 mcmbers and guests who heard E. Carlton 
Winckler speak on “Lighting for Television and 
Motion Pictures.” First he reviewed several con- 
cepts he had presented at a meeting in Washing- 
ton two years ago. Using lights, television 
cameras, and monitors, Winckler then demon- 
strated the use of shadow lighting for mood and 
effectiveness. His presentation was, as usual, 
professionally presented, demonstrating his ex- 
pertise in the field. A lively and animated ques- 
tion-and-answer period lasting 30 minutes 
followed the presentation. Thc mccting had been 
preceded by a dinner at the Jolly Ox restaurant. 
- Dudley Spruill. ACVL, Inc., P.O. Box 
34932, Bethesda, MD 20034. 

Washington, D.C., 12 June - The meeting 
was held at Tele-Color Productions in Alex- 
andria, Va., with an attendance of 34 members 
and guests. The speaker was Robert Huroux, 
Amperex Electronics Corp., who discussed the 
operating principles of Plumbicons while using 
slides and other visual aids. He explained thc 
principle of light biasing, and in pruticular, the 
ncw diode gun tubes which virtually eliminate 
beam discharge lag. He also discussed the new 
Amperex 30 mm tubes which provide nearly 
perfect registration, and which have been se- 
lcctcd by RCA for use in the TK-47 television 
camera. A lively question and answer period fol- 
lowed the meeting. The meeting was preceded 
by a cocktail hour through the courtesy of Am- 
perex Electronics Corp. - Harold L. Vincent 
(Chairman). Eastman Kodak Co., 500 12th St., 
S.W., Washington, DC 20024. 

Deadline for News Releases 

Releases and other material in- 
tended for any of the columns of the 
Journal - or  material for any timely 
article - must reach SMPTE Head- 
quarters (addressed to Rae 
Hargrave, Staff Writer) at  least six 
weeks before the month of the issue 
in which it is to appear. For exam- 
ple, announcements for the Novem- 
ber issue must arrive no later than 
15 September; for the Decemher is- 
sue, no later than 15 October. 

I t  is especially important that in- 
formation for the Meetings Calen- 
dar  and the Forthcoming Profes- 
sional Meetings column reach us be- 
fore the deadline. We regret that we 
cannot publish announcements of 
potential interest to our readers 
when the Information arrives too 
late. 

We hope that this informatlon 
about deadline dates will reach all 
contributors and that in the future 
we will receive announcements in 
plenty of time. It is our Intention to 
publish a s  much information as pos- 
sible that would be of interest to 
Journal readers. -Edit. 
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tape edittt@ system. 

your talent. And there's no better way to  complement 
it than with a Convergence Superstick Editing System. 

Add your skills t o  our system, and watch your ideas 
take shape on tape.easily and accurately. Try our ECS-103 

McGaw, Irvine, CA 92714; phone (714) 549-3146 
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for example, a versatile approach to  both single and 
multi-source editing. Use i t  for everything from simple 
cuts to  stunning special effects. Put i t  t o  work with 
different formats. Edit on-line or off-line with 314" cas- 
settes and 1" Type C reels. Experience a new dimension rDEARCONVERCENCE: 
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