
SMPTE Training Program for 
Section Chairmen 

~ ____ ___________  

The first SMPTE Training Seminar for 
Section Chairmen was held 5 -7 October 1979 
in Chicago for the newly elected Section 
Chairmen. The Training Seminar was estab- 
lished as part of a long-range program to 
strengthen the influence of the SMPTE and 
“to provide increased benefits to our members 
by strengthening the activities of the local 
section,” as stated by President Robert M. 
Smith. The influence of the SMPTE perme- 
ates the entire industry and, through stronger 
and more vital local sections, will become 
more efficient and more meaningful, he said. 

Sections Vice-president, Leonard F. 
Coleman, was given authority by the Board of 
Governors to initiate the Seminar. 

Present at the Seminar were: Robert M. 
Smith, SMPTE President: William D. Hed- 
den,Past President: Charles E.  Anderson, Ex- 
ecutive Vice-president: Joseph A. Flaherty, 
Financial Vice-president: Roland J .  Zavada, 
Engineering Vice-president: Leonard F. 
Coleman, Sections Vice-president: Harold J .  
Eady. Secretary: and Charles A. Ahto, Treas- 
urer. Also present were four members of the 
Headquarters Staff - Donald Breidt, Execu- 
tive Director; Lynne Robinson, Secretary to 
the Executive Director: Alex E. Alden, Man- 
ager of Engineering Services; and David A. 
Howell, Editor of the SMPTE Journul. 

Section Chairmen present were: R. T.  
Turnbull, Atlanta: G. E. Halonen, Chicago: 

Michael Lorfing, DalladFort Worth; S. H. 
Becker, Detroit; L. V. Klitin, FloridalCarib- 
bean; H.  T .  LaZare, Hollywood; Grant Dear- 
naley, Montreal/Ottawa/Quebec; J. W. Cal- 
uger, Nashville: W. L. Cooper, New York; 
A. E. Florack, Ohio; S. D. Kerman, Pacific/ 
Northwest: E. B. Maguire, Philadelphia; 
D. C. German, Rochester; S. J. Grazi, Rocky 
Mountain: D. K. Fibush, San Francisco: 
H. H. Berger, Toronto; and H.  La. Vincent, 
Washington, D.C. John Barry, Australia; 
Harris Milam, Houston; and J. F. Olsen, New 
England, were unable to attend. 

Program 
The Seminar began in the evening of 5 Oc- 

tober with a reception followed by a dinner. 
The main part of the Seminar took place 6 Oc- 
tober beginning with a welcoming address by 
President Smith followed by a rundown by 
Sections Vice-president Coleman on the de- 
tails of the coming program and its purposes. 
President Smith then spoke on “Our Society” 
explaining the structure, history, and pur- 
poses of the SMPTE. 

Donald Breidt, Executive Director, then 
spoke on the “Bylaws and Administrative 
Practices of the Society,” followed by a talk 
by Sections Vice-president Coleman on “Sec- 
tion Organization, Student Chapters, and Lo- 
cal Operation.” 

Lynne Robinson, Secretary to the Execu- 
tive Director and Conference Secretary, 
spoke on “SMPTE Elections.” Stressing the 
importance of the elections to the membership 

as a whole, Ms. Robinson urged that better 
lines of communication be established and 
that Section members be encouraged to be- 
come more involved in the activities of their 
Sections. She explained the aims and proce- 
dures of the Society’s elections and discussed 
the responsibilities and privileges of member- 
ship in the SMPTE. The international prestige 
of the SMPTE reflects on its members, she 
noted, and, as the Society continues to grow, 
i t  becomes of increasing importance that close 
communication with all its members be main- 
tained through its Sections. 

Following Ms. Robinson’s talk, Coleman 
discussed local program planning giving a 
few guidelines and suggestions. Executive 
Vice-president Anderson discussed the im- 
portance of special conferences and mini-con- 
ventions and Breidt discussed Section Reports 
pointing out their importance not only to 
members of the particular Section but to all of 
the Society’s members. 

In the afternoon of the 6th the theme of the 
program was “What Headquarters and 
SMPTE Officers Can Do for You.” Each of- 
ficer told of his responsibilities and explained 
the many ways in which he served the Society 
and its members. 

SMPTE Officers - Responsibilities 
and Services 

President Robert M. Smith is the execu- 
tive head of the Society having overall 
responsibility for the policies and procedures 
of the Society, subject to the direction of the 
Board of Governors and the wishes of the 
membership. For example, he explained, any 
proposed changes in the Bylaws must have 
the approval of the Board of Governors. If ap- 
proved, a letter ballot is mailed to all the 
members. The main purposes of the Society, 
he said, since its founding in 1916, are to ad- 
vance the theory and practice of engineering 
within the scope of the Society and to provide 
service to its members. Each officer of the So- 
ciety, he noted, has his own area of respon- 
sibility, and each officer is dedicated to 

table. 
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New Arr i fk  products 
at the SMPTE conference 

DIRECTOR’S 
VIEWFINDER 

Exhibit last October: 

mounts on front of 
lens, usable with a 
wide range of film 
and video cameras. 
Makes steady shots 
possible, despite 
shocks or vibration. 
0 Director’s Finder 
lets you look through 
the taking lens. 0 
Sachtler fluid heads, 

Seven items: three of them for 
both cinematography and video. 

Follow-focus system: 
full production capa- 
bility, interchange- 
able for all ARRI 
cameras. 0 HMI day- 
light-balance lights 
from 200 watts to 
4000 watts, with new, 
economical dis- 
tribution system. 

1 Image Stabilizer 

SACHTLER 

ries-a complete sys- 
tem for film and 
video cameras. 

16SR High-speed gives you 10 t 
150 fps, continuously variable. 35- 
camera: 2nd unit camera, complt 
ments the 35BL. Uses same lenses. 

One Weetchester Plaza, Elmeford, New York 
10523. (914) 592-8510. And 600 N. Victory 
Blvd., Burbank, Calif. 91502. (213) 841-7070 
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RONFORD. 
BETTER 

SUPPORI 
equipment responds precisely and 

unvaryingly to your directions. Pro- 
fessionalism demands nothing less. 
RONFORD FLUID HEADS: Fit any 

camera/lens combination, adjust for 
“neutral” balance. Patented ultra- 
smooth fluid-damped action with 
repeatable multi-step adjustment. 

Mate ’w i t h bow I f i tt i ng s on al I -standard 
tripods, 360” pan, wide-range tilt. 

RONFORD LOW-ANGLE AND 
SUCTION-MOUNT ACCESSORIES: 

Versatile, eliminates need for hi-hat. 
Creates new shooting possibilities. 
Rapid, positive setup. Compatible 

with other standard fittings. 
‘ RONFORD STANDARD LEGS: . . - . . . - 

Available in light, medium and heavy 
duty models. Absolutely rigid in all 

positions. Positive, quick-action 
lock. Exclusive “no-stoop’’ height 

adjustment. 

Ronford products are available for 
sale, rental or long-term lease at 

Camera Mart. The Headquarters for 
professional equipment.. .with the 

personal attention and factory- 
authorized service professionals 

appreciate. 

CameraMart 
THE CAMERA MART, INC. 

456 West  55th Street ,  New York 10019 
(212) 757-6977 I Telex: 1-2078 

S a l e s  9 Service Rental 

memoen 

-I*- **- -* 
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Sections Vice-president Leonard Coleman 
at the final wrap-up. 

promoting the good of the Society as a whole 
and maintaining lines of communication with 
each member. 

Executive Vice-president Charles E. An- 
derson said that in addition to being a “stand- 
in” for the President, as provided for in the 
Constitution, he had specific duties and re- 
sponsibilities to the membership and less tan- 
gible ones, such as promoting the interests of 
the Society at all times and thus attracting 
new members. 

Both Smith and Anderson emphasized the 
importance of maintaining a close relation- 
ship among officers and members of the Soci- 
ety through Section activities as well as 
through conferences and special meetings. 

Financial Vice-president Joseph A. 
Flaherty explained that he has the respon- 
sibility of budgeting the Society’s finances 
and of making sure that any outlay of funds 
would be, i n  the last analysis, beneficial to all 
its members. At the end of each fiscal year, he 
noted, his books are audited by a CPA se- 
lected by the Board of Governors, and a re- 
port of the audit is mailed to each member of 
the Society. 

Engineering Vice-president Roland 
Zavada explained that according to the 
SMPTE Constitution the Engineering Vice- 
President is responsible for the supervision 
and coordination of the work of all technical 
committees of the Society and, when author- 
ized to do so by the Board of Governors, may 
appoint committees, define their scope, and 
designate the members. Zavada admitted that 
this was a heavy responsibility involving a 
great deal of work, but he recognized that 
with the help of the Standardization Commit- 
tee and other engineering committees a great 
deal has‘ been accomplished in the area of 
standardization to the ultimate benefit of So- 
ciety members as well as to all who are en- 
gaged in the motion-picture and television 
industry. 

Secretary Harold Eady whose duties con- 
sist of keeping a record of all meetings of the 
Society and maintaining a membership roster, 
announced a change in the Bylaws to provide 
that Sections of the Society may be authorized 
in any locality where the number of members 
of Associate grade and above exceeds 50. 
This is a change from the requirement that a 
new Section could be formed in any locality 
where the number of members of the Active 
grade exceeded 20. 
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Micro=Demand is a matented exclusivelv different 
conceDt in demand drive film transport systems. 

I - I 

Micro-Demand is a dynamically tension-controlled 
friction film transport system that operates effectively 
at minimum tension and with complete reliability. When 
used with Filmline Feather-Touch film spool “tires” it 
transports 35mm, 16mm and single strand 8mm film 
interchangeably and without adjustments even when 
these films are spliced back-to-back. 

Once optimum tensions are set there is no need for 
further adjustments, yet the design allows easy and 
rapid, dynamic adjustment of film tension while the 
machine is running. 

Micro-Demand has a broad band of self-compensa- 
tion, is of functional construction and requires minimum 
maintenance. 

There are no fragile, plastic spring bushings, no 
wobble rollers. No elaborate articulations of any type. 
Just sound engineering and the highest quality mate- 
rials and workmanship. 

No other competitive processor or film transport 
system commercially available has ever achieved the 
operational speeds and proven reliability of Filmline 
Mi c ro-Demand Processors. 

SIGNIFICANT MICRO-DEMAND FEATURES: 

Verratlllty 
Rellablllty 

Flexlblllty 

Dapendablllty 

Credlblllty 

Maintenance 

Performance 

Any speed, any process. 
Rugged construction, quality materials and sound 
engineering. Always ready when you are! 
Any format 35mm, 35/32mm (1-3), 35/32mm ( ld ) ,  
35mm 5R S8,16mm - 70MM-105MM etc. 

Can stand the gaff of long, continuous, top 
speed runs with “Zero-down-time.” 
Ask the labs who own them. Most of them own 

!J Push-Button operation, and reliability allows operator to 
perform other functions while the machine is running! 

0 Automatic com ensation for elongation and contraction of film 

CI Virtually eliminates all film breakage, scratches and static marks. 
0 All film spools use standard bearings or bushings. 
17 Entire upper film shaft/rol!er assemblies easily removed. 

0 Stainless steel construction used throughout. 
0 Proper operation can be determined at a glance, while 

during process P ng cycle. 

No tools needed. 

machine is running. 

Professional spray bars. 

not one but several. 
Exclusive Maintenance Monitor tells when and 
where the machine needs attention. Significant 
savi ngs assured. 

Submerged developer racks. 
0 Pumps for recirculation and agitation of all required systems. 

0 In-line filters on all reaulred systems. 
Every Filmline machine Is backed by a superb 
performance record compiled in over 25 years of 
continuous service to the industry. Twenty five 
years in the forefront of processing machine 
design and innovation. 

“Filmline Engineering and Consulting Services for Complete Laboratories are Available Worldwide.” 

0 Professional air and w’iper squeegees. 
0 Temp-Guard Temperature Control System. Thermistor sensing 

0 Film-Guard dry box with dual heat input and dial thermometer. 
0 Individual switches for all control functions. 

and transistorized controller. 

FILMLINE CORPORATION, DEPT. SM Filmline Continuous Film Processors are used 
throughout the world by: Deluxe-General, Tech- 
nicolor, Inc., Capital Film Labs, Byron Motion Pic- 
tures, TVC Labs., Movielab, Radiant Laboratories, 
Guffanti Labs, Precision Film Labs, Bellevue-Pathe, 
ABC, CBS, NBC Network TV, NASA, General Motors, 
RCA, IBM, AEC, Univarsal Labs, Hong Kong, Kay 
Laboratories, London ... and thousands of others. 

MILFORD, CONN. 06460 TEL. 203-878-2433 

DsWbuted Owrseas by: 
BELL & HOWELL LTD. 

L MILFORD,  CONNECTICUT , WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX, Heo 1 EG, ENGLAND 
“When you buy quality, Filmllne costs less” 
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available light. 

We really like available light. 
When it's right, it's terrific. With 
fast lenses and films, adequate 
exposure is seldom a problem. 
But there are a few other consid- 
erations. Is the mood and quality 
of light appropriate? . Does the 
subject separate from the back- 
ground? Is the contrast manage- 
able3 Can you "read" people's 
eyes? What about textures and 
shapes? And.. .will the light still 
be available for that last important 
shat? 
If YOU choose to supplement the 
natural source, or create your own 
"available light" it's not necessary 
to make a big deal out of it. We 
offer several small solutions. 
Lights you can use hand-held, off- 
t he-wal I ,  overhead. I I I umi nation 
you can vary from natural to super- 
natural. These and other small 
solutions, come in a wide choice 
of Lowel kits. 
We believe in making the best 
light available-just in case the 
available light isn't. 
For equipment see an authorized 
Lowel dealer. For brochures con- 
tact us. Lowel-Light Manufacturing 
Inc. 421 West 54th St., New York, 
N.Y. 10019 (212) 245-6744. West 
Coast: 3407 W. Olive Ave., Bur- 
bank, Calif. 91505 (213) 846-7740. 

SMPTE offlcers, staff members, and Section Chairmen a t  the Training Seminar, 

Charles Ahto, SMPTE Treasurer, briefly 
explained the main responsibilities of the Of- 
fice of Treasurer. The Treasurer, he said, has 
:ustody of the funds and assets (except in in- 
vested surplus) of the Society. He keeps 
proper books of account and disburses funds 
under the direction of the Financial Vice- 
President and the Board of Governors. 

Each of the officers stressed that within 
nis area of responsibility, service to the Soci- 
ety's members and to the industry is his main 
:oncern. 

Headquarters Staff 
Breidt then described the structure and 

purposes of the Headquarters staff which, he 
$aid, was composed of dedicated professional 
,eople, each with special capabilities en- 
ibling them to provide assistance to SMPTE 
members. 

As an example of the special services of- 
fered, he cited a query from a student member 
who was working on a thesis having to d o  
with the technical history of motion pictures. 
The student was supplied not only with a list 
3f pertinent Journal papers but with a list of 
Jooks and certain issues of other journals plus 
3hotocopies of appropriate articles from the 
lournal's Historical file. 

Breidt gave each of the Section Chairmen 
i chart which showed the names, faces, and 
:itles of the staff members with the purpose of 
naking it easy to get the right person on the 
phone without delay and also to make it possi- 
ile to visualize the person on the phone in- 
itead of speaking to an impersonal voice. He 
irged the Section Chairmen to feel free to call 
i t  Headquarters or to telephone at any time. 
"That's what we're here for," he said, "we 
ire in truth aservicc organization." Following 
Breidt's talk, Alex Alden described the Soci- 
:ty's test films and tapes program. 

SMPTE Journal 
Next on the program was David Howell, 

3ditor of the SMPTE Journal. Introducing 
iimself to the Section Chairmen, Howell 
ioted that although he had been Editor only 
since 1979 he had been involved with the 

technical aspects of the Journal since 1972. 
He advised the Section Chairmen that they 
have an excellent opportunity to do much for 
the Society. Meeting often with the individual 
members of their sections they can learn the 
members' informational needs and can fre- 
quently offer advice as to where to go for an- 
swers to specific difficult questions. All of 
their concerns, he said, are potential subject 
matter for theJournal, and the Journal, which 
reflects the goals of the Society, advances the 
state of the art as well as providing informa- 
tion. 

Howell called on all those present to in- 
form Headquarters of their Sections' needs, 
their wishes, and their aspirations. He asked 
also for constructive criticism. He put special 
emphasis on the importance of frequent con- 
tributions of technical papers to the Journal 
and urged that Section Chairmen and mem- 
bers make special efforts to contribute manu- 
scripts for possible Journal publication. He 
pointed out that the Journal provides all 
SMPTE members not only scientific and tech- 
nical information but also news about the ac- 
tivities and achievements of their associates. 
News about new products and about changes 
and developments in the corporations that 
serve the industry are also regular features of 
the Journal. 

He suggested that Section members spread 
the word about the many advantages of mem- 
bership in the SMPTE, including the great 
value of the Journal to those in the motion- 
picture and television fields and related disci- 
plines. "A two-way flow of information is 
what we seek," he said. 

Open Discussion 
The following day, 7 October, the final 

day of the Seminar, was spent in open discus- 
sion among the Section Chairmen, SMPTE 
officers, and members of the Headquarters 
staff. A number of interesting points were 
raised, and many perceptive questions asked, 
by the Section Chairmen. It was agreed by all 
present that the Training Seminar had been 
highly successful and augured well for the 
future. 
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