Obituaries

Alex Quiroga

Alex Quiroga died 5 January 1980 of a
sudden heart attack at his home in Studio
City, California. He was 62 years of age. A
native of Mexico, he was educated in Ger-
many and Switzerland having been graduated
from the Realgymnasium Meerstern in
Switzerland in 1937 and from the Film
Akademie Berlin UFA-Stadt in Germany in
1942. He began his career in his native Mex-
ico as a cameraman and lighting director for
Mexican feature films.

He joined ABC-TV in Hollywood in 1949
and in 1954 he was awarded a television grad-
uate fellowship at John Hopkins University,
an annual fellowship established by the Bal-
timore television station WAAM. The follow-
ing year he joined NBC-TV in New York

engaging in studio and plant planning as well
as other engineering projects and, in 1957, he
transferred to NBC-TV’s West Coast offices.

Widely recognized for his pioneering
work in the field of color television and light-
ing, he was the recipient of many honors and
awards including the Herbert T. Kalmus Me-
morial Award presented to him at the 94th
SMPTE Technical Conference in 1963. The
purpose of the award is to do honor to the re-
cipient by recognizing outstanding contribu-
tions in the development of color films for
theater or television.

The citation accompanying the presenta-
tion of the medal noted that Quiroga had ‘‘es-
tablished a close relationship between film
manufacturers, studios, processing laborato-
ries, and the NBC television network."

The citation also noted his invention of the
Quirogascope (also called the television
prism), an optical attachment for a television
camera to permit the tilting or rotating of a
scene. Others of Quiroga's many inventions
were a gyrostabilized camera mount, a three-
dimensional television system, a videotape
editor, and a remote control camera turret. In
1950 he developed a method of adapting mo-
tion picture lighting to television. In 1961, in
association with Edward Ancona, he con-
ducted research for the purpose of finding a
method of balancing color monitors in an ob-
jective manner.

A Fellow of the SMPTE, among the pro-
fessional organizations of which he was a
member are the American Optical Society,
the American Institute of Physics, and the In-
ternational Color Council.
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Sir Charles Curran

Sir Charles Curran, Director-General of
the BBC from 1969 to 1977, died 9 January
1980 at the age of 58 in a hospital in London
where he had been since suffering a heart at-
tack at his home during the last week in De-
cember.

Sir Charles was born in Dublin on 13 Oc-
tober 1921 and was educated at Wath-on-
Dearne Grammar School, Yorkshire, and
Magdalene College, Cambridge, where he
was graduated with a First Class Honors de-
gree in History. He served in the Indian Army
from 1941 to 1945 and remained with the India
Office until 1947 when he joined BBC as a
Talks Producer. After three years he left the
BBC to become Assistant Editor of Fishing
News in Canada. In 1951 he returned to BBC
as a report writer in the BBC Monitoring
Service.

In 1953 he was selected as one of BBC’s
first Administrative Trainees and took over
administrative duties in External Broadcast-
ing. Later he went to Canada for three years
as the BBC Representative and then returned
to Head of External Broadcasting Administra-
tion in 1959. He became the Secretary of BBC
in 1963 and was appointed Director of Exter-
nal Broadcasting on 1 January 1967. He be-
came Director-General of BBC on 1 April
1969.

Sir Charles took a leading part in interna-
tional broadcasting activities and was elected
President of the European Broadcasting
Union thrge times.

An accomplished linguist, Sir Charles
spoke French, Spanish, Italian, and Urdu flu-
ently and could also speak some German and
Russian. He became a member of the Execu-
tive Committee of the British Council in 1973
and was appointed Managing Director of
Visnews in January 1978.

Sir Charles’s years with the BBC were be-
set with many problems. For example, the
outbreak of violence in Northern Ireland cre-
ated serious problems in broadcasting. The
Annan Report, finally appearing in 1977, was
basically favorable to the BBC, supporting as
it did the principle of public service broad-
casting funded by a license fee and rejecting
the concept of an overall broadcast commis-
sion. The long awaited report was satisfactory
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to Sir Charles, vindicating his conception of
what broadcasting should be.

A man of remarkable talents and great ac-
complishments, he is mourned by all who
knew him.

A Requiem Mass and Memorial Service
were held 14 February 1980 in Westminster
Cathedral.
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Micro-Demand is a patented exclusively different
concept in demand drive film transport systems.

Micro-Demand is a dynamically tension-controlled
friction film transport system that operates effectively
at minimum tension and with complete reliability. When
used with Filmline Feather-Touch film spool “tires” it
transports 35mm, 16mm and single strand 8mm film
interchangeably and without adjustments even when
these films are spliced back-to-back.

Once optimum tensions are set there is no need for
further adjustments, yet the design allows easy and
rapid, dynamic adjustment of film tension while the
machine is running.

Micro-Demand has a broad band of self-compensa-
tion, is of functional construction and requires minimum
maintenance.

There are no fragile, plastic spring bushings, no
wobble rollers. No elaborate articulations of any type.
Just sound engineering and the highest quality mate-
rials and workmanship.

No other competitive processor or film transport
system commercially available has ever achieved the
operational speeds and proven reliability of Filmline
Micro-Demand Processors.

SIGNIFICANT MICRO-DEMAND FEATURES:

Versatility Any speed, any process.

Reliability Rugged construction, quality materials and sound
engineering. Always ready when you are!

Flexibility Any format 35mm, 35/32mm (1-3), 35/32mm (1-4),
35mm 5R S8, 16mm — 70MM-105MM etc.

Dependabllity Can stand the gaff of long, continuous, top
speed runs with “Zero-down-time.”

Credibility Ask the labs who own them. Most of them own
not one but several.

Maintenance  Exclusive Maintenance Monitor tells when and
where the machine needs attention. Significant
savings assured.

Performance  Every Filmline machine is backed by a superb

performance record compiled in over 25 years of

continuous service to the industry. Twenty five
years in the forefront of processing machine
design and innovation.

0O Push-Button operation, and reliability allows operator to
perform other functions while the machine is running!
Automatic compensation for elongation and contraction of film
during processing cycle.

All film spools use standard bearings or bushings.

Entire upper film shaft/ roller assemblies easily removed.

No tools needed.

Stainless steel construction used throughout.

Proper operation can be determined at a glance, while
machine is running.

Submerged developer racks.

Pumps for recirculation and agitation of all required systems.
Professional spray bars.

In-line filters on all required systems.

Professional air and wiper squeegees.

Temp-Guard Temperature Control System. Thermistor sensing
and transistorized controller.

DO Film-Guard dry box with dual heat input and dial thermometer.
O Individual switches for all control functions.
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“Filmline Engineering and Consulting Services for Complete Laboratories are Available Worldwide.”

Filmline Continuous Film Processors are used
throughout the world by: Deluxe-General, Tech-
nicolor, inc., Capital Film Labs, Byron Motion Pic-
tures, TVC Labs., Movielab, Radiant Laboratories,
Guffanti Labs, Precision Film Labs, Bellevue-Pathe,
ABC, CBS, NBC Network TV, NASA, General Motors,
RCA, IBM, AEC, Universal Labs, Hong Kong, Kay
Laboratories, London ... and thousands of others.

CORPORATION
MILFORD, CONNECTICUT

FILMLINE CORPORATION, DEPT. SM
MILFORD, CONN. 06460 TEL. 203-878-2433

Distributed Overseas by:
BELL & HOWELL LTD.
WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX, Hao 1 EG, ENGLAND

“When you buy quality, Filmline costs less”

Virtually eliminates all film breakage, scratches and static marks.



Freeman H. Owens

Freeman H. Owens, a prolific inventor,
holder of some 200 patents in the field of mo-
tion picture technology and, for many years, a
member of the SMPTE, died 9 December
1979 at his home in Pine Bluff, Arkansas,
where he had been born on 20 July 1890.

He had come full circle during his life,
having left Pine Bluff in 1910, first for Chi-
cago where at considerable risk to himself, he
filmed the great stockyard fire in 1911. He
lived for a number of years in New York City,
was a Marine Sergeant in World War I, trav-
eled in Europe where, it is said, he made, the
first talking picture of George Bernard Shaw,
and spent a summer in Alaska where he made
a film for the Canadian Pacific Railroad. Fol-
lowing World War I, while he was still in
service, he was sent to Brazil where, he once
said, he ‘*made a lot of scenics but always had
Marines in the picture.”’

During the 1920s he was a freelance cam-
eraman. His well known association with Lee
De Forest apparently came about through the
influence of Hugo Reisenfeld, music director
under S. L. “Roxy”’ Rothafel who, aware of
Owens'’s interest in motion picture technology
and talent as an inventor, introduced him to
his friend Lee De Forest who was working on
sound motion pictures. Owens became De
Forest’s cameraman and it was his (Owens’s)
Bell & Howell camera that was modified to
hold the Case Aco light and that was used to
make the Phonofilm eventually patented by
De Forest.

From the time he was very young, Owens
was constantly occupied with ideas for inven-

tions — improvements on existing equipment
and for new equipment that undoubtedly ad-
vanced the art and science of motion picture
technology.

Kenneth C. D. Hickman

Kenneth C. D. Hickman, a versatile and
internationally known inventor, died 3
November 1979 at his home in Rochester,
N.Y., at the age of 83. Born in Woodford,
England, in 1896, he studied Chemistry at the
Royal College of Science in London. In the
early years of World War I, he developed
smoke bombs and poison gases, devices so
important to the war effort that he was made a
Member of the Order of the British Empire by
the British government.

At the end of the war he returned to the
University of London where he was granted
the degree of Doctor of Science in Chemistry.
Shortly thereafter he came to the U.S., and in
1925 he joined the staff of Kodak Research
Laboratories.

While with the Research Laboratories in
the 1920s and '30s he worked closely with
Glenn Matthews who confided to us, ‘‘Hick-
man once told me he considered the day
wasted when he failed to come up with at least
one new idea.”

Hickman held more than 200 patents rang-
ing from a method of recovering silver from
film, to a self purifying high vacuum conden-
sation pump, to the development of commer-
cial sources of vitamins A and E.

One of his early interests was the washing
of photographic film during processing, and
his research led to a patent (in 1919) covering

an automatic system of washing prints which
is still being marketed (as of 1976) by East-
man Kodak as the Kodak automatic tray
syphon.

A former member of the SMPTE, he was
very active in the 1920s and '30s and he con-
tributed a number of technical papers to the
Transactions and (after 1930) the Journal.
Listed below are some of the significant pa-
pers of that period authored by Hickman.

“‘Washing Motion Picture Film,” Oct,
1925; *‘Syphons and Measuring Devices for
Photographic Solutions,” Nov. 1926; *‘Dis-
play Enlargements From Single Frame Mo-
tion Pictures,” Sept. 1926; *‘The Future
Policy of the Society of Motion Picture En-
gineers,” Feb. 1927; ‘“‘Hollywood and the
Motion Picture Engineers,” July 1927;
*““‘Automatic Silver Recovery Control,” Oct.
1931; and (with W. Weyerts) ‘“The Argen-
tometer: An Apparatus for Testing for Silver
in a Fixing Bath,’’ Oct. 1935.

Hickman joined the faculty of the Roches-
ter Institute of Technology in 1960 as a re-
search professor, and in 1976 he joined the
staff of the Chemical Engineering Dept. of
the University of Rochester as a research pro-
fessor.

During his long years of scientific and
technical achievements he received many
prestigious honors and awards, among them,
Best Scientific Apparatus Award, Review of
Scientific Instruments (1930 and 1931); Weth-
erill Medal, Franklin Institute (1950); Welch
Gold Medal Award, American Vacuum Soci-
ety (1973); Inventor of the Year, Rochester
Patent Law Society (1976); and the William-
son Award, Royal Photographic Society.
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