
Announcing a Brand New Book From SMPTE 

Digital Video -Volume 2 
Digital Video-Volume 2 is a brand new book pub- 

lished by SMPTE. It’s a perfect complement to SMPTE’s 
earlier book, Digital Video, a book that has had phe- 
nomenal success in the broadcast industry. 

Where Digital Video laid down the basics of digital 
video (that book’s purpose was mostly tutorial with em- 
phasis on what digital television is and how it works), 
this new book picks up where the first one left off and 
provides an in-depth review of the latest information in 
this exciting field. 

New Developments 
Many significant advancements have been made in 

digital video technology in the past two years. For ex- 
ample, experimental digital video recorders have been 
demonstrated, new graphics possibilities have been 
opened up using digital equipment, the Teletext system 
for broadcasting is now in operation in Europe, and 
digitally modulated optical laser systems are now being 
used experimentally instead of conventional microwave 
ENG systems. The era of digital video is almost upon us. 
And this book tells you where the state of the art is to- 
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Still Available 
Now in Its Fifth Printing! 

Published in 1977, this book is the landmark volume on 
the subject with 19 chapters, a glossary and a bibliog- 
raphy. If you do not have a copy, order yours now. It’s a 
book no broadcaster should be without. 

122 pp. 81/2 x 11 soft bound 
Price $15.00 (less 20% to SMPTE members) 

Digital Video-Volume 1 

day, and what to expect in the future. It is brimming with 
information of urgency to the broadcaster of today . . . 
and tomorrow. 

The table of contents shows what this new book con- 
tains. There are chapters touching virtually every corner 
of digital technology, with special attention to digital 
effects, computer animation and digital video recording. 

The material for this new book comes from the digital 
video papers that were presented at SMPTE’s 120th 
Conference in New York, November 1, 1978, and most 
papers on digital television that were presented at the 
SMPTE’s 13th Annual Television Conference in San 
Francisco, February 3, 1979. 

The impact of digital video is being felt more and more 
in television broadcasting. This trend will continue as 
digital technology becomes more refined. SMPTE’s new 
book brings you the latest and most up-to-date informa- 
tion on digital video by the leading experts in the field. 

160 pages 81/2 x 11 softbounl 
Price $15.00 (less 20% to SMPTE members) 

Order Today. 
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The evening concluded with the showing 
of a tape produced by 3M Company entitled 
Video Ei~couri~c~rs - O v m i e w  (if Usuge of 
Video 111 dM,fr,r Truiiring uric/ Educutiori - Eric 
Address (Secretary-Treasurer), E.  J .  Stewart, 
Inc.. 388 Reed Rd. ,  Broomall, PA 19008. 

DalladFort Worth, 6 February - The 
meeting was held at Studio Seven in  Dallas 
with an attendance of 37 members and guests. 
Past Chairman Paul Brown opened the pro- 
gram by showing a videotape of the Western 
Union microwave earth station facility at 
Cedar Hill. Tcxas. He and a representative 
from Western Union briefly described this 
station and its role in receiving transmissions 
via the Westar I1 Satellite. 

Next on the program was E. L. Peterson of 
AT&T whose presentation entitled “Getting 
From Point A to Point B” provided informa- 
tion on the facilities and the services provided 
by AT&T Long Lines Co. Peterson’s group 
serves 84 television stations from Mobile, 
A h . ,  to Phoenix, Ariz. He described the com- 
plexities and challenges of transmitting sports 
and other programming around the country. 
Looking at the future, he listed areas where 
the Bell System ib  transmitting programming 
via fiber optics. 

Sam Stalos of AV-7 then gave a very 
entertaining presentation entitled “Transfer- 
ring Multi-Image to Motion Picture.” His 
“Murphy’s Laws” of audiovisual were a big 
hit as he touched on common experiences of 
most of the audience. He demonstrated the 

culmination of five years of research in trans- 
ferring multi-image programs to 16-mm film. 
His approach involves photographing aerial 
images from several interlocked laser-aligned 
optical printers. He demonstrated a variety of 
special effects and concluded by impressing 
the audience with the showing of a 16-mm 
print made from an 18-projector slide show. 

A lively discussion period followed both 
presentations, extending into a post-meeting 
social time and an informal tour of Studio 7. 
- John C. Norris (Secretary-Treasurer), 
Eastman Kodak Co.. 6300 Cedar Springs, 
Dallas, TX 75235. 

Toronto, 12 February - The meeting was 
held on the King of Kensington studio set at 
VTR Productions, Ltd., in Toronto with an 
attendance of 148 members and guests. Jerry 
Zaludek and Sid Dodd, both of VTR Produc- 
tions, who described the firm’s newly in- 
stalled Squeezoom video effects system. First 
shown as a videotape showing the use of 
Squeezoom in the firm’s commercial work 
followed by a videotape technical paper in 
which Dodd described the Squeezoom’s basic 
circuitry, microprocessor control, control 
panels, and operation. He noted that the 
SMPTE’s two volumes on Digitul Video de- 
scribed most of the technology used in the 
Squeezoom. The presentations were followed 
by a question-and-answer session with ques- 
tions ranging from queries on specific circuit 
details through maintenance requirements to 
charge.\ for its use. The audience toured the 
facilities and tried the Squeezoom controls 
until 11 p.m. - Andrew Kufluk, (Secretary- 
Treasurer), Ryerson Polytechnical Institute, 
50 Gould St . ,  Toronto, Ont., Can. M5B IE8. 

Rochester, 13 February - This was a joint 
meeting of the Rochester Section and the RIT 
Student Chapter held i n  the RIT Photography 
Building. The speakers, John Johnston and 
Jeffrey Pollock, both of Eastman Kodak, gave 
a presentation, illustrated by slides, on “How 
to Start Your Own Filmmaking Business.” 
Following the presentation, a four-man panel 
of working film producers answered questions 
from the audience. Members of the panel had 
all developed their own filmmaking busi- 
nesses and were thus in  a position to discuss 
their own experiences. The panel covered 
early phases of film production. locating cli- 
ents, writing proposals, preparing a budget, 
and securing a contract. - K. Gerald Evans 
(Secretary-Treasurer). WHEC Inc., 191 East 
Ave., Rochester, N Y  14604. 

New York, 13 February - It was standing 
room only at the United Engineering Center 
where some 160 members and guests gathered 
for an evening of film talk with just a dash of 
television. 

The first presentation was given by 
Richard Schreibman of Arriflex Corp. who 
demonstrated Arri’s new Image Stabilizing 
System. The device uses a gyro system, de- 
veloped by British Areospace, which is 
mounted on mirrors and placed in front of ei- 
ther a film or television camera. Schreibinan 
demonstrated the system using an Arriflex 
camera with a television camera attachment, 
so that everyone in  the audience could see 
through the lens. The system can eliminate 
most camera vibration and short term gyra- 
tions. Schreibman then showed a 16-mm 
movie showing film shot by a camera 
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mounted on a camera operator, a car. a speed- 
boat. and a horse. I t  was a convincing demon- 
stration of another new and interesting piece 
of equipment to help improve the lechnical 
quality of film and television production. 

The second presentation was a panel of 
notables who discussed the future of 16-mm 
film. The consensus was that there is a future 
for 16-mm film production both for television 
and features. This naturally brought smiles of 
relief from the members of Eastman Kodak 
who were present. There were many ques- 
tions from the audience which seemed to 
appreciate an opportunity to discuss 16-mni 
film production with a group of experts from 
the industry. 

After the formal presentation ArriHex 
allowed the audience to fondle the equipment 
and many questions were answered. ArriHex 
also provided the hospitality. - Richard 
Marcus (Reporter). Rombex Productions 
Corp.. 245 W. 55 S t . ,  New York, N Y  10019. 

San Francisco, 19 February - The meeting 
was held at the Eastman Kodak Co. facilities 
with an attendance of more than 100 members 
and guests who braved the rains to hear 
SMPTE President Robert Smith give his ex- 
cellent report on “The Motion Picture and 
Television Technology i n  the People‘s Re- 
public of China.” Following Smith’s report 
the audience was treated to a IS-minute whis- 
tling exhibition by Jason Serinus, the voice of 
Charlie Brown’s Woodstock. - Joseph A .  
Senimelmayer (Secretary-Treasurer), East- 
man Kodak C o . .  P.O. Box 3145. San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94119. 

Book Reviews 
Television Broadcasting: Tape 
Recording Systems (2nd ed) 
By Harold E. Ennes. Published (1979) by 
Howard W. Sanis & Co., 4300 W. 62 St., 
Indianapolis, I N  46268. 528 pp. Illus. Dia- 
grams. 5% x 8% i n .  Price $18.95. 

This updated edition of the book first pub- 
lished in  1973 will find wide use among studio 
engineers, technicians. and students with a 
background i n  solid state electronics. The 
book’s emphasis is on professional videotape 
recording systems manufactured within the 
last 10 years. As i n  the previous edition the 
systems approach is stressed. although some 
circuit analysis appears throughout. 

Starting with the basic concepts of vid- 
eotape systems, the author guides the reader 
through nine chapters of theory profusely 
complemented with pictures, block diagrams. 
waveforms, and circuitry for a variety of 
WTRs, including the recently standardized 
Type B and Type C helical-scan formats. 

Chapter 10 provides the fundamentals of 
electronic editing and use of time and control 

code, while the practical aspects of recording 
and reproduction are covered in Chapters I I  
and 12 where over 120 pages are devoted to 
the setup, operation, and maintenance of 
VTRs for optimum performance. The final 
chapter gives an overview of VTR systems 
handling cassettes and cartridges. 

To reaffirm reader comprehension, a 
series of review questions are given at the end 
of each chapter; answers are given i n  the Ap- 
pendix.-Al C o ~ t ,  

What is Cinema Verite? 

By M. Ali Assari and Doris A. Paul. Pub- 
lished (1979) by The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 
Metuchen. N . J . .  and London. 208 pp. Illus. 
S1/4 x Price $10.50. 

Whur i.5 Ciiieitiu Verire? presents an intel- 
lectual framework for a controversial cinema- 
tic genre and is in keeping with many recent 
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I 
to the lens. 

side of ihe Camfaprompter unit. 
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