Obituaries

Paul Wittlig

Paul Wittlig, a Life Fellow of the SMPTE,
died December 17, 1980 at the age of 67.

He joined CBS-TV Network in 1934, retiring
in October 1976 from the post of Staff Consul-
tant, Engineering Development. Among his
noteworthy developments while with CBS were
the first mechanical digital display device; the
digital clock for Captain Kangaroo; polarized
animation signs; and rotating prisms. One of his
most widely known developments was a system
called Videoscene which maintained the relative
size of a miniature scene as the studio camera
moved toward or away from a subject keyed into
the miniature set.

Wittlig joined the SMPTE in 1957 and was
made a Fellow in 1970. He was Program Chair-
man for the 118th Conference and had held vari-
ous posts in the New York Section including
Manager, Secretary/Treasurer, and Chairman. In
1978 he was a recipient of the SMPTE Citation
for Outstanding Service to the Society. The Cita-
tion read, in part, *‘for his involvement in New
York Conference Programming for many years
as well as his active participation in the New
York Section.”

He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth, and
two sons, Paul F., Jr., and Henry.

John R. Saul

John R. Saul, President and founder of Mic-
mix Audio Products, Inc., died January 2, 1981
at the age of 49.

He was graduated from the University of
Notre Dame in 1954 with the degree of B.S,,
Mechanical Engineering. He was employed as a
senior project engineer for LTV Corporation, re-
signing in 1972 after 20 years of service. That
same year he became President of Micmix
Audio Products, a newly formed corporation.

Professional organizations of which he was a
member, other than the SMPTE, included the
Audio Engineering Society, National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters, and the Society of Broad-
cast Engineers.

He is survived by his wife, Babs, and a
daughter, Teresa.
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Thanks To You,
Ampex Looks Back
on 25 Great Years.

As we celebrate our VTR Silver
Jubilee, we reflect back on the growth
ofan industrg.

The past 25 years have been excit-
ing! Ampex innovation and the talents
of the men and women in broad-
casting have made the past quarter
century one of significant achievement.

You made it happen like this.

1956. Ampex introduces the VR-1000,
the first commercial videotape
recorder. Later that year, history is

made with the first videotape de-
layed coast-to-coast broadcast of
Douglas Edwards and the CBS News.
1957. One of the first videotaped
commercials featured Dennis James
presenting Kellogg's Corn Flakes.
1959, Richard Nixon and Nikita
Khrushchev were videotaped in
Moscow during their celebrated
“Kitchen Debate.”

1960. Broadcasters began an Ampex
tradition by capturing the 1960 Rome
Olympics on videotape.



1962. Ampex introduces the first
electronic editor.

1964. Ampex introduces a major
breakthrough, high-band color video-
tape recording.

1967. Ampex introduces instant replay.
1972. Ampex introduces an automatic
video cassette recorder.

1976. Ampex introduces an automatic
tracking system.

1980. The VPR-2B becomes the
world's best selling videotape recorder
when Datacommunications takes

delivery of number 2,000, in Paris.
1981. Delivery to McDonnell
Douglas of the 3,000th VPR-2B con-
tinues the legacy. The VPR-2B
remains the world's most widely used
videotape recorder.

We'll share the future.

Our dedication is as firm today as it
was 25 years ago. Count on Ampex
tomorrow for better ideas in video and
audio technology.
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Visit Ampex at NAB, Booth 702.



