Future of SMPTE

As Engineering Vice-President, Zav-
ada is in a position to evaluate the
present status of the Society as an en-
gineering organization and to predict
its future. “SMPTE is expanding its
effectiveness,” he said, “‘as a result of
successful engineering applications in
areas related to but far beyond motion
picture technology.” Zavada described
the Society as “truly an image tech-
nology organization.”

*“Our expertise and force,” Zavada
noted, “lies in the fact that we are the
only organization that represents the
moving image, audio-visual, industrial,
educational, documentary and enter-
tainment industry in all its applica-
tions—from the scene through to the
presentation of the image. We also
assist broadcasters in studio operation
from the production of the tape or film
to the delivery of the signal to the an-
tenna.”

Zavada sees the Society’s futurg of
increasing importance and rapid ex-
pansion. “Our Society grows as tech-
nology evolves,” he said. “We are in an
area of increasing need for production
... for imagery of various sorts (usu-
ally accompanied by some form of
audio), including program-related

graphics and the accompanying data.
The structure of the engineering effort
of the Society is such that it can re-
spond quickly and effectively to new
developments. The Society’s newly
established study groups examine in
depth the new technologies as they
appear. Previously we were in a docu-
ment mode of engineering, attempting
to relate to established technology. But
now, in the study mode, we can begin
to probe in the early stages of the de-
velopment of a new technology without
violating any laws or regulations. As
the technique develops or matures into
commercial production, we are better
prepared to formalize the document-
writing procedure by changing from
the study group to the working
group.”

Other Interests

Zavada's interests other than his work
for Eastman Kodak and the SMPTE
include flying. “Flying has been a
love,” Zavada said, “since | was a boy
building model airplanes ... and my
father was building a real one. And
flying is still my principal non-work
activity.” Zavada now owns a 1946
Globe Swift, his fourth airplane, and

Roland Zavada speaking before the SMPTE
Board of Governors in New York City.

he is part owner of a small airport in
Palmyra, N.Y. He spoke affection-
ately of the P47. He said that it was
one of the classic planes for military
use, but after the scrap drives of the
late 1940s, few, if any, were preserved,
as the planes were purchased only for
metal at that time. “It’s a shame! It’s
a beautiful plane,” Zavada said.

STANDARDS AND

RECOMMENDED PRACTICES

Approved SMPTE Recommended Practices

Three SMPTE Recommended Practices were approved by the
Society’s Board of Governors on February 5, 1981: RP 91-1981,
Specifications for 70-mm Projector Alignment and Screen Image
Quality Test Film; RP 97-1981, Specifications for Flutter Test
Film for 35-mm Sound Reproducers, Photographic-Type; and RP
98-1981, Measurement of Screen Luminance in Theaters.
SMPTE Recommended Practices are available from Society
Headquarters for $1.50 each.

Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices

Two Proposed SMPTE Recommended Practices are published
here for a trial period and public review: RP 108, Vertical Interval
Time and Control Code for Video Tape for 525-Linc/60-Field
Television Systems; and RP 109, Spectral Response of Photo-
graphic Sound Reproducers for 8-mm Typc S Motion-Picture
Film. Comments should be addressed to Alex E. Alden, Manager
of Engineering Services, at Society Headquarters prior to No-
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vember 1, 1981, If no adverse criticism is received, the proposal
will be submitted to the Society’s Board of Governors for ap-
proval.

Approved International Standard

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
recently approved an International Standard, the technical content
of which is published here for your information. ISO 1223-1981,
Cinematography — Picture Areas for Motion-Picture Films and
Slides for Television —Position and Dimensions, is in agreement
with American National Standards PH22.94-1973, PH22.95-
1963 and PH22.96-1963 and SMPTE Recommended Practice
RP 27.3-1972.

This material is reproduced with permission from the ISO and
is copyrighted by the American National Standards Institute,
1430 Broadway, New York, NY 10018, from which complete
copies are available. — Alex E. Alden, Manager of Engineering
Services.
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