
SECTION MEETINGS 

Hollywood,  September 9 - Thc first 
spcakcr, Zoran Pcrisic, Oscar-winning 
director ofspccial cffects for such films as 
Siqxmmni and Superniart 11, showcd thc 
audicncc footagc from thosc films. Flc 
discusscd in depth thc tcchniquc uscd for 
Zoptic spccial cffccts. 

Rccord Plant Scoring, Inc., in conjunc- 
tion with Glcn Glcnn Sound, prescntcd 
Studio “M,” for the sccond part of thc 
program. Joseph D. Kclly, President of 
Glcn Glcnn Sound, discusscd the “Con- 
sortium of Spccialists” conccpt, the phi- 
losophy bchind thc Record Plant/Glcn 
Glcnn alliancc. He cxplaincd why an alli- 
ancc of spccialist companics is thc most 
cfficicnt way to service today’s multi-fac- 
ctcd rcquircnicnts of film and video. 

Christophcr Stone, Prcsidcnt of Rccord 
Plant Scoring, Inc., prcscntcd an ovcrvicw 
of thc ncwly complctcd, digital-cquippcd 
motion picturc scoring stagc. 

Dan Wallin, Exccutivc Director, Rccord 
Plant, discusscd the acoustical fcaturcs of 
Studio “M.” 

Pcn Stcvcns, Dircctor of Technical En- 
gineering, Rccord Plant, dcscribcd the 
clcctronic and acoustic tcchnology utilizcd 
in Studio “M.” 

Following thc prcscntations, Studio “M” 
was opcncd to the audicncc. 

The mccting was hcld in Paramount 
Studios with an attcndancc of 300 nicni- 
bcrs and gucsts. - Jack Spring (Sccrc- 
tary-Trcasurcr), Eastman Kodak Co., P.O. 
Box 38939, Hollywood, CA 90038. 

Ohio, May 18 - The 1981 Clio Awards 
film was the first cvcnt on thc program, 
followcd by a presentation by Thomas B. 
Kcllcr, Senior Vice-Prcsidcnt, Science & 
Tcchnology, of the National Association 
of Broadcastcrs. Kcllcr, using slide visuals, 
presented a report on thc work being done 
in the area of multichannel sound for telc- 
vision. H c  rcvicwcd the perforrnancc ob- 
jcctivcs of the BTS committcc, thc three 
systems that had bccn proposed, and the 
results of ficld tests conducted on-thc-air 
ovcr Chicago’s PBS station WTTW, 
Channel I 1. He concludcd his presentation 
with a summary of the tests and thcn an- 
swcrcd qucstions from the audience. 

The mceting was hcld at the Holiday Inn 
in Indcpcndcncc, Ohio, with an attcndancc 
of 13 members and guests. - Robcrt A. 
Schncidcr (Sccrctary-Treasurer), Nordson 
Corp., 413 Oaknoll Dr., Amhcrst, O H  
4400 1. 

Ohio, Junc 15 - The PGS I11 high-rcso- 
lution television graphics systcm was ex- 
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plained and demonstrated by Paul Am- 
brose, Symtcc, for the 38 mcmbers and 
guests assemblcd a t  Cinecraft, Inc., 
Cleveland. 

William Keller, Mccom Inc., gavc a 
presentation on the Videoprint video-to- 
still photocopier. Mcmbcrs of the audicncc 
wcrc then given an opportunity for hands- 
on opcration of each of the two systcms. A 
tour of Cinecraft’s audiovisual production 
facilitics followed. - Robcrt A. Schneider 
(Secretary-Treasurcr), Nordson Corp., 
41 3 Oaknoll Dr., Amhcrst, O H  44001. 

Ohio, July 27 - A prcscntation on thc 
Recam, an in-camera recording systcm, 
was given by Erncst Matthcws, Panasonic 
Vidco Systcms Division. A significant ad- 
vancc in ENG camcra/rccordcr tcchnol- 
ogy, thc camcra and ‘/*-in tapc rccorder are 
integrated into onc shouldcr-mount unit. 
Thc rccordcr, which uses a standard VHS 
cassette, rccords scparate luminancc and 
chrominancc signals which arc encoded in 
thc playback machine. Using this systcm, 
many of thc problcms associated with 
cornpositc signal recording arc  minimizcd 
or eliminated. Thc multiplc generation 
cditing of the tapes was vcry imprcssivc. 
Scvcnth-gcncration tapes wcrc shown and 
switchcd with third gencration, showing 
comparablc pictures. A complete and 
simplc two-machine editing systcm was 
shown; Matthcws strcsscd, however, that 
thc studio machincs wcrc conipatiblc with 
thrcc or four of thc computcr/tinic codc 
cditing systems. 

Through the courtcsy of thc host, In- 
dustrial Vidco, Inc., Lorain, Ohio, a winc 
and chccsc reception was hcld bcforc thc 
mccting, which was attcndcd by 35 mcm- 
bcrs and gucsts. A livcly qucstion-and- 
answcr pcriod followed thc prcscnta- 
tion. - David A,  Ginavcn (Sccrctary- 
Treasurcr), Rcx Humbard Foundation, 
4571 Stagccoach Trail, Akron, Of-I 
44321. 

Snn Francisco, August 19 - Thc currcnt 
statc of research and dcvclopmcnt within 
the Computer Graphics Projcct of thc 
Computer Division of Lucasfilm was dc- 
scribcd by Alvy Ray Smith, Graphics 
Projcct Lcadcr, bcforc an audicncc of 250 
nicmbcrs and gucsts assembled at  the 
Eastman Kodak Auditorium. Hc dcscribcd 
in gcncral tcrms the rcason for the usc of 
computer graphics a t  L,ucasfilni, cmpha- 
sizing that this is a cost-cffcctivc mcans of 
creating complex scenes uscd in such 
science-Tiction films as Star Trek 11. 

Smith discusscd the Graphic Project’s 
plans for the Pixar, a high-perforrnancc 
picture-making computer. A subset of thc 
capabilities of the machine is what is usu- 
ally called a “digital film printcr,” i.e., a 
digital realization of an optical printcr. 

A highlight of the meeting was the 
showing of a 16-mm film of a scgmcnt 
from Star Trek I1 - The Wrath of Khan, 
showing a planet in eruption. This was a 
spectacular scgment, whcrc a spaceship 
docs a fly-by of thc crater-pocked planet 
and gocs through the firc stream of thc 
volcanic eruption. Smith amuscd the au- 
dicncc with tales of how onesoftwarc pro- 
gram intcndcd to create fractured-looking 
mountains did so wcll that the mountains 
grcw to block thc spaceship that was to fly 
ovcr them. Anothcr algorithm was quickly 
writtcn to producc a mountain pass 
through which the spaccship could fly. 

Smith thcn prcscntcd a serics of slides 
that broke down thc process into undcr- 
standablc segments, and thcn, a t  the in- 
sistcnce of the audiencc, ran the film again 
following thc slide presentation. Interest in  
the rapidly growing computer-graphics 
ficld was clearly shown, not only by the size 
of thc audiencc but by the activc rc- 
sponsc. - Donna Fostcr-Roizcn (Sccrc- 
tary-Trcasurcr), Telcgen, 1742 Willow 
Road, Palo Alto, CA 94304. 
San Francisco, July 21 - A tour of In- 
dustrial Light & Magic, a division of Lu- 
casfilm, San Rafael, Calif., conducted by 
Richard Edlund, Supervisor of Special 
Effects, and Bruce Nicholson, Optical 
Photography Supcrvisor, was a memorablc 
event for the 100 mcmbcrs and guests. 
Scparatcd into two groups of 50 cach, they 
wcrc ushered through thc special effects 
scction that has made some of thc most 
imprcssivc spacc spectaculars, such as Star 
Wars and The Empire Strikes Back. 

Edlund and Nicholson and other ILM 
spccialists cxploined how their micropro- 
ccssor-controlled cameras could prcciscly 
repeat overlay shots to achicvc the magical 
compositcs secn in such box-officc hits as 
Poltergeist and E.T. In  thc background 
wcrc modcls of futuristic space ships 
bathed in bluc light, three-dimensional 
scaled models of 21st century cities, with 
moving parts, and a variety of painted 
backdrops that could be illumintcd from 
the rear to increase thc illusion of depth. 

The key to all this cinematic magic was 
obviously the meticulously constructed 
camcra and printing equipment making 
possible the legendary wide-scrccn pro- 
duction. - Donna Foster-Roizen (Secrc- 
tary-Treasurer), Telegcn, 1742 Willow 
Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94304. 
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