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Victor H. Allen 
Victor H. Allen, who was Editor of this 
Journal from 1949 until his rctircmcnt 
from the Society in 1975, died October 3 1,  
1982, a t  Northern Wcstchcstcr Hospital 
after a six-weeks’ illness. He was 72 years 
old. 

When the Society’s officers and gover- 
nors awardcd him, at his rctircmcnt, thc 
highest distinction the Society has to offer, 
Honorary Membership, they were recog- 
nizing not only his extraordinary perfor- 
mance as Editor, but what lay behind it: the 
total dedication and drivc he had put into 
making thc Jourtzal thc bcst profcssional 
publication in its ficld, one enhancing the 
Society’s technical rcputation throughout 
thc world. During his long cditorship thc 
Jourtial grew from the modest 6 X 9-in. 
publication started back in 1930 to its 
present dimensions and format and gained 
its reputation as one of the leading tech- 
nological journals i n  thc world. For this, thc 
Society has indccd to be grateful to Vic 
Allcn. 

As those who workcd with him know, 
and as .rcadcrs may suspcct from thc 
quality of the product, Vic Allen lived and 
brcathcd thc Journal days, nights, and 

Victor H. Allen at work 

wcckcnds, and was ncvcr satisfied until the 
material in it had bccn chcckcd, rcchcckcd. 
honed, and polishcd to a dcgrcc of tcchnical 
excellence he felt to bc worthy. Togcthcr 
with thc latc Dr. Picrrc Mcrtz, for twcnty 
ycars Chairman of the Board of Editors - 
and, as an cnginccr of supcrlativc acconi- 
plishnicnt, a man vcry much after Vic’s 
heart - he worked inccssantly a t  im- 
proving and maintaining the quality of the 
Jourtial to meet the high standards hc dc- 
manded. 

Thosc who workcd with him, cithcr on 
the staff or as authors, will always rc- 
mcmbcr his wisc counscl, his cheerfulness, 
his energy, his wry humor, and his tirclcss 
worrying at  a problem until it was solved. 
Countless authors with technical cquip- 
ment vastly supcrior to their literary skills 
would find themselves being almost pain- 
lessly led into thc ways ofcxprcssing their 
thoughts with clarity. Nor was his help 
available only in thc writing: his intcrcst in  
scientific matters and his own knowlcdgc 
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acquired over thc ycars oftcn enabled him 
to catch crrors and make improvcmcnts in 
the technicat con tcnt. 

lntcllcctual honesty, shrcwd undcr- 
standing. a dcvotion to the practice of good 
English - conibincd with a charactcristic 
smattcring of more rustic turns of spccch 
left over from his farm and seafaring 
days - wcrc qualities Vic had gathcrcd 
from a lifctimc of cxpcricncc both rich and 
varicd. 

His bcginnings wcrc in the farmlands of 
northern Ncw York Statc, ncar Lake On- 
tario, whcrc tic tcndcd thc family farm 
until the urge for widcr prospccts scnt him 
off to scc thc world. Hc saw it in a variety 
of places, somc of thcm dcscribcd in his 
own special style in thc Junc 1975 Journal 
a t  the timc of his rctircmcnt: as ward at- 

tendant at St. Lawrcncc Statc Hospital for 
the Insanc, as workcr in a papcr factory, as 
lunchroom cook. Then, “to scc thc world 
beyond thc hills and the rivcr papcr mills,” 
hc spcnt three ycars as a nicrchant seaman, 
“firing an oil burncr with firctubc boilcrs 
and turbine to Antwcrp, or firing with coal 
watcrtubc boilcrs and compound cnginc to 
Grccn Bay; more glamorous, oiling an 
upright Worthington diesel on trips to 
China, Australia, and India.” 

Home from the sea, Vic dccidcd it was 
timc to gathcr somc more formal cducation 
and cnrolled at  Antioch Collcgc. “Always 
something ncw: Onc had to learn that thc 
nice 92-clcmcnt high-school chcmistry was 
too simple, pcrhaps that chcmistry was 
physics when candidatcs for the B.A. at  
Antioch Collcgc were required to absorb a 
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year of ‘Mattcr and Energy.’ Soon cvcn for 
the layman it was nuclcar physics.. . So 
thc world of journals and books about 
scicncc and tcchnology came as thc call of 
thc non-wild of socicty.” Given his strong 
intcllcctual curiosity, the acadcrnic cxpc- 
ricncc was not much more than a gloss on 
thc continuing proccss of sclf-education 
from his farm days to the end of his lifc. He 
was constantly fascinatcd by new dcvcl- 
opmcnts in the tcchnology of publishing, 
his chosen carccr, and later in  thc broadcr 
ficld of scientific dcvclopmcnts affecting 
human socicty. 

In  1938 he bccamc cditor of the Journal 
ojthe American Waterworks Association. 
After serving in thc US. Army during 
World War I I  he joined lntcrscicncc 
Publishers, Inc., as production managcr. 
He then came to SMPTE (SMPE then) in 
1949. Through his work on thc Journal 
and the various books publishcd by the 
Society hc soon carncd the respect of thc 
cnginccring community and, in  collabo- 
ration with contributing authors, raised thc 
Journal to its present staturc, an eminence 
rccognizcd by cnginccrs in  the motion- 
picture and tclcvision tcchnologics all over 
thc world. 

At thc 27th lntcrnational Exhibition of 
Cinema Arts a t  the Vcnicc Bicnnalc hc 
received thc Silvcr Lion of St. Mark Award 
for thc Journal’s technical cxccllcncc. In 
I973 the British Kincmatograph, Sound 
and Tclcvision Society honored him by 
clccting him to Honorary Fcllowship in 
their Socicty. Thc confcrring of Honorary 
Mcmbcrship by the SMPTE, on his rc- 
tircmcnt, was thc final accoladc in a long 
and distinguished carccr. 

During his tenure as Editor Vic Allcn 
typified all that was best in thc Society’s 
work; in  so doing hc madc a major contri- 
bution to its growth and cffcctivcncss, a 
contribution for which the Society must be 
cvcr grateful. 

Hc is survivcd by wife, the former Jcnnic 
I-locbcr, whom hc marricd in 1939; two 
sons, Peter and Andrew, a granddaughtcr, 
Jcssica, onc brothcr and two sistcrs. 

- Detiis A. Courtney 
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