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Ethan M. Stifle

Ethan M. (Ed) Stifle, President of the
SMPTE for the 1965-1966 term, died
February 25, 1982, at his home in Robin-
son, 111, after a long illness. A Life Fellow
of the SMPTE, he was 73 years old at the
time of his death.

He was graduated from the University
of Illinois in June 1931 with the B.S. degree
in Chemical Engineering. In July 1931 he
joined Eastman Kodak Company where he
spent his entire professional career. He
retired in 1971,

His career began in the Research Lab-
oratories in Kodak Park. Later (1935), he
became Supervisor of the Cine Depart-
meant and in 1938, Administrative Su-
pervisor, Cine and Sheet Film Department.
In 1945 he moved to New York City where
he was a motion picture engineer in the
motion picture film department, and in
1950 he was appointed Manager of the
East Coast Division of the Motion Picture
Film Department. In 1966 he was ap-
pointed Director, Sales Development,
Motion Picture Industry Markets with
headquarters in Rochester, a post he held
until his retirement.

Stifle joined the SMPTE in 1945 and
was made a Fellow in 1952. For many
years he was closely involved in SMPTE
activities. As Sections Vice-President, in
1958 he was instrumental in establishing
the Nashville Section (the 10th SMPTE
Section.) In addition to serving as Sections
Vice-President he served also as Financial
Vice-President, Executive Vice-President
and as a member of several SMPTE
Committees. In 1963 he was one of the four
delegates from the SMPTE who visited the
Soviet Union in response to the U.S.-
U.S.S.R. Cultural Exchanges Agreement

to meet with motion picture technicians
and exchange information.

Organizations of which he was a mem-
ber included the International Radio and
Television Society, the Society of Photo-
graphic Scientists and Engineers, the
BKSTS, Motion Picture Pioneers and the
Academy of Teclevision Arts and Sci-
ences.

Stifle was a man who had deep concern
for the present and future welfare of
mankind. In his Presidential Remarks at
the 100th SMPTE Conference in Los An-
geles, he asked, “What of the problems
facing mankind in the next fifty years? I
can state categorically,” he said, “that his
greatest problem will be to correct the im-
balance between technological progress
and social progress that has left social
progress way behind throughout the history
of man. The competition between groups
has been responsible for technological ad-
vancement but this same competition has
greatly retarded social progress, that is,
man’s ability to live peacefully not only
with this fellow men, but within the hostile
environments he creates for himself, not
the least of which is the pollution of air,
water and food supplies which has been an
accepted by-product of our technological
sophistication. It is a gloomy possibility
that man will not exist through the next
fifty years or will have descended to the
dark ages unless he can change this his-
torical imbalance.”
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Ampex Announces
Practical End of
ideo Jitters.
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Video Jitters can
drive you up a wall.

It happens when you've
repeated an edit over and over.
You want it perfect. Now, everything’s
cued up just right. You hit the edit button,

and what do you get? A glitch. A shaky
picture. A sour stomach. Video Jitters.

The culprit is stiction—friction
build-up so bad that the tape actually
jerks across the heads and scanner.
Humid conditions can make it worse.
But not if you use Ampex 196
One-Inch Broadcast Video Tape.
Every batch of Ampex 196

has to pass the toughest test in the
industry—stiction-free operation
at the extreme environments of 90% RH
and 90°F, to guarantee that you have consistent
stiction-free operation under all conditions.

Ampex 196. Less friction, because who needs it?

Ampex 196 One-Inch VideoTape.
AMPEX

Ampex Corporation - One of The Signal Companies
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SPECIAL OFFER
FREE $400 1" REFERENCE TAPE

—
} |
| Send me the details on how to get my free I
! $400 reference tape for buying 10 hours of !
Ampex 196 One-Inch Broadcast VideoTape. |
} NAME : |
TITLE " ———e e |
| company ] |
| ADDRESS : . |
| city __ STATE______ZIP
| PHONEC ) l
| Offer expires May 31, 1982 I
| Send to:Ampex Corporation, Magnetic Tape Division, |
| 401 Broadway MS 22-02, Redwood City, CA 94063 |
I
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Surviving Ethan Stifle are his wife,
Mildred, and two daughters.

Commemorative remarks contributed
by William A. Koch follow:

The deep sense of loss that I feel because
Ed Stifle is no longer with us is shared by
his many friends and the many colleagues
who worked with him over the years. I had
the privilege of working with him in the
1950’s when he was Manager of the Mo-
tion Picture Film Division, and during
those years he was a strong influence on my
career. An excellent manager, he was
highly dedicated and had the gift of in-
spiring the enthusiasm and dedication of
those who worked with him.

He was a first-class person. Friendly and
outgoing, at the same time he had high
standards and the determination to meet
those standards. He was innovative in his
work and gave support to all of us who
shared in his work and his interests.

During his term of office as SMPTE
President, his influence was felt in many
areas of the Society's interests and activi-
ties. An example of both his dedication to
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