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L. Merle Thomas, who is Engi- 
neering Manager at WJZ-TV, Group 
W, Westi nghouse Broadcasting Corp. 
and Cable Co., Inc. in Baltimore, Md., 
a wholly owned subsidiary of West- 
inghouse Electric Corp., is the SMPTE 
Vice-president for Television Affairs. 
Thomas joined WJZ-TV in December 
198 1 as Assistant Engineering Man- 
ager and was appointed to his present 
post of Engineering Manager in April. 
Bcfore joining WJZ-TV he was As- 
sociate Director of Engineering De- 

Merle Thomas making the opening address to 
the delegates at the 16th Annual SMPTE Tele- 
vision conference in Nashville, February 
1w2. 

velopment for Public Broadcasting 
Scrvice in Washington, D.C. He joined 
Public Broadcasting in 1970 after 
serving as Vidcotape Supervisor for 
Logos Teleproductions. In his present 
post at WJZ-TV he supervises a staff 
of 47 persons and is responsible for 
technical operations and systems de- 
sign. 

Thomas joined the Society in I97 1 
and he was made a Fellow in 1978. He 
has served on a number of SMPTE 
Committees and has made many im- 
portant contributions to the develop- 
ment of national and international 
standards. He is a member of the 
Video Recording and Reproduction 
Technology Committee, of which he 
was chairman (1978- 1980), and he 
was chairman of the Standards Com- 
mittee until  he was elected Vice-Prcs- 
ident of Television Affairs. He was also 
chairman of thc SMPTE Working 
Group on One-Inch Segmented Heli- 
cal Scan Video Systems. The efforts of 
this Working Group Icd to the devcl- 
opment of the standards specifying the 
onc-inch typc B format. He is cur- 
rently a member of the SMPTE Edu- 
cational Advisory Committee, thc 
Papers and Publications Advisory 
Committee, the Fellow Membership 
Committee, and the Progress Medal 
Award Committee. 

Thomas is an SMPTE rcprcsenta- 
tive on the Standards Committee of 
the IEEE, and hc also represents the 
SM-PTE on the International Elec- 
trotechnical Commission Subcom- 
mittee 60B on Video Recording and on 
the International Organization TC/36 
on Cinematography. 

Thomas believes that SMPTE’s in- 
fluence in standardization activitics 
cannot be overestimated. In  thc bur- 
geoning areas of the new technologies 

the Society is in the forefront of what 
might be termed a struggle to achieve 
world-wide compatibility of new 
equipment and processes. The accep- 
tance of digital tclcvision and the 
achievemcnt of making the transition 
from analog to digital is an area in 
which the Society played an impressive 
part. Thomas emphasized that, ever 
since it was founded in 1916, the So- 
ciety has continued to grow in size and 
prestige. He mentioned the recent ap- 
pointments of international governors 
of the Society as an example of the 
growing extent of the Society’s mem- 
bership and activities throughout the 
world. “There is no question in my 
mind,” Thomas said, “but that in the 
years to come the Society will continue 
to be recognized as one of the most 
(perhaps the most), important and 
influential organizations functioning 
i n  the field of motion picture and 
tclevision technology.” 

Hobbies 
Thomas has two main hobbies - 

photography and boating. At one time 
photography was morc than a hobby; 
that was in Washington, D.C., when, 
for seven years, he engaged in com- 
mercial photography including por- 
traiture, wedding pictures, and sports, 
including Little League baseball 
teams, among other assignments. As 
of now, however, his professional re- 
sponsibilities and Society activities 
leave him little time to indulge that 
particular hobby. 

His number one hobby is boating. 
He owns a 30-foot ocean-going power 
boat, and on weekends he and his 
family (wife and thrcc children) can 
frequently be seen cruising on thc 
Potomac or Chesapcake Bay. Occa- 
sionally he and his family live aboard 
the boat from Friday to Monday. The 
name of the boat is the Ava Dcc 
(named in honor of Thomas’s wife. 
Ava D. Thomas). 

Bcsidcs Merle and Ava there are 
three childrcn in  the Thomas fam- 
ily - daughter Tammy, 17, and sons 
Bryan, 13, and Andrew, 9. 

Main Interests 
Thomas’s main interests are his 

family, his job, the SMPTE, and the 
Ava Dee. Obviously he has a broad 
interest in the entire ficld of the Public 
Broadcasting Service. He pointed out 
that a challenge faced by anyone in 
public broadcasting is that of trying tc 
get a proper job accomplished with 
limited funds. 
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