
By Leonard F. Coleman, Incoming SMPTE President 

Ladics and gcntlemm, mem- 
bcrs, and friends of SMPTE, wcl- 
comc to thc 124th National Con- 
vcn tion. 

I wonder if each of you rcalizcs 
the importancc of that welcoming 
statcrnent. Onc hundrcd twcnty- 
thrcc prcvious conventions of this 
type have bccn hcld during the 
history of our Society, which orig- 
inatcd on July 24, I91 6 .  The first 
convcntion was hcld in New York 
City i n  Octobcr of 19 17, but thcrc 
wcre no exhibits. I n  1932, thc first 
convcntion with cxhibi ts  was hcld 
in Washington, D.C. Oftcntimcs 
wc do not fully realize thc timc and 
effort requircd to bring a conven- 
tion of this typc to fruition. The 
support of not only the mcmbcr- 
ship, but also thc I-Icadquartcrs 
staff, rcquircd for such a mass 
meeting, is almost incomprchcnsi- 
blc unless you pcrsonally havc bccn 
involved in one of thcsc convcn- 
tions. 

Oftcntinies we take for grantcd 
thc mailings that we rcccivc prior 
to thc convcntion, giving us infor- 
mation as to thc hotcls, thc pro- 
gram matcrial, and thc schcduling 
of important cvcnts. Thcsc projccts 
do not happcn by thcmsclvcs. It has 
taken many hours of timc to not 
only obtain and prcparc this ma- 
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terial, but also to organizc and in- 
sure the coordination of such a 
massive national meeting. My 
compliments to all those involved 
with the 124th Convcntion. 

Our theme for this opening scs- 
sion is “Commi tmcn t to Tomor- 
row’s Technology.” I would likc to 
statc that for SMPTE’s “Tomor- 
row’s Tcchnology” to exist, we rc- 
quire a commitmcnt from cach of 
you as mcmbcrs, in devoting your 
time and talcnt to aiding our So- 
ciety. 

The future in imaging of moving 
objccts can only comc about 
through the conccntratcd effort of 
our membcrs, namcly the cngi- 
necrs, scicntists, and managcrs who 
are required to providc the needed 
support. Our founding mcmbcrs 
cstablishcd and have maintaincd 
our Society. I t  is up to us as current 
mcmbcrs to develop thc future 
plans and programs to bring 
SMPTE into Tomorrow’s Tcch- 
nology. 

Thcrc havc been many major 
changes in our Socicty over the past 
few ycars. In  particular, I rcfcr to 
the training programs provided by 
SMPTE for both its local manag- 
ers as well as its national officcrs. 
We havc changed thc tcrnis of of- 
ficc of local managcrs to coincide 
with thc scasonal programming 
schedules. Our currcnt Prcsidcnt, 

Charlcs Andcrson, has cstablishcd 
a Future Planning Committee, 
which we intend to kccp in forcc. 

We arc furthering our dcvclop- 
mcnt in dirccting thc Socicty as an 
intcrnational organization for 
membership, as well as activitics, 
and wc arc proposing the change of 
certain kcy national officcrs to 
better scrvc thcir arcas of respon- 
sibility. But  what brings all of this 
about? I t  is thc pcoplc such as 
yoursclves providing this timc and 
talent - a rcquircnicnt so neces- 
sary for the futurc of SMPTE. 

Bccomc involvcd - first by 
attending local SMPTE mcctings; 
then progrcss through your local 
scctions as managcrs, and then on 
to national officcrs’ positions. 
Anyone who has thc desire, the 
capability, and the support can 
conceivably bccomc thc President 
of SMPTE. Thc major rcquirc- 
mcnt is dcvotion to thc Society. 

As wc hcar thc following spcak- 
ers today rcfcr to Tomorrow’s 
Tcchnology, kccp in mind that for 
SMPTE to bc a strong and viable 
part of that tcchnology, it must rely 
on its nicmbcrship to be involved. 

Thank you all, enjoy thc con- 
fcrcncc, and havc a plcasant stay in 
New York City. I Confcrcncc pliologr:ipIis by Donnn Foslcr-Roiicn. 
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