By Leonard F. Coleman, Incoming SMPTE President

Ladies and gentlemen, mem-
bers, and friends of SMPTE, wel-
come to the 124th National Con-
vention.

I wonder if each of you realizes
the importance of that welcoming
statement. Onc hundred twenty-
three previous conventions of this
type have been held during the
history of our Society, which orig-
inated on July 24, 1916. The first
convention was held in New York
City in October of 1917, but there
were no exhibits. In 1932, the first
convention with exhibits was held
in Washington, D.C. Oftentimes
we do not fully realize the time and
effort required to bring a conven-
tion of this type to fruition. The
support of not only the member-
ship, but also thc Hcadquarters
staff, rcquired for such a mass
meeting, is almost incomprehcensi-
ble unless you personally have been
involved in one of thesc conven-
tions.

Oftentimes we take for granted
the mailings that we recceive prior
to the convention, giving us infor-
mation as to the hotcls, the pro-
gram material, and the scheduling
of important cvents. These projects
do not happen by themselves. It has
taken many hours of time to not
only obtain and preparc this ma-
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terial, but also to organize and in-
sure the coordination of such a
massive national meeting. My
compliments to all those involved
with the 124th Convention.

Our theme for this opening scs-
sion is “Commitment to Tomor-
row’s Technology.” I would like to
state that for SMPTE’s “Tomor-
row’s Tcchnology™ to exist, we re-
quire a commitment from cach of
you as members, in devoting your
time and talent to aiding our So-
ciety.

The future in imaging of moving
objccts can only come about
through the concentrated effort of
our members, namcly the engi-
neers, scicntists, and managers who
are required to provide the needed
support. Qur founding mcmbers
established and have maintained
our Society. It is up to us as current
members to develop the future
plans and programs to bring
SMPTE into Tomorrow’s Tecch-
nology.

There have been many major
changes in our Socicty over the past
few ycars. In particular, I refer to
the training programs provided by
SMPTE for both its local manag-
ers as well as its national officers.
We have changed the terms of of-
fice of local managers to coincide
with thc scasonal programming
schedules. Our current President,

Charles Andcerson, has cstablished
a Future Planning Committee,
which we intend to keep in force.

We are furthering our develop-
ment in directing the Socicty as an
international organization for
membership, as well as acltivitics,
and we arc proposing the change of
certain key national officers to
better serve their arcas of respon-
sibility. But what brings all of this
about? It is the pecople such as
yoursclves providing this time and
talent — a requircment so neces-
sary for the futurc of SMPTE.

Become involved — first by
attending local SMPTE mecetings;
then progress through your local
scctions as managers, and then on
to national officers’ positions.
Anyone who has the desire, the
capability, and the support can
conceivably become the President
of SMPTE. The major require-
ment is devotion to the Society.

As we hear the following speak-
ers today refer to Tomorrow’s
Technology, keep in mind that for
SMPTE (o be a strong and viable
part of that technology, it must rely
on its membership to be involved.

Thank you all, enjoy the con-

ference, and have a pleasant stay in
New York City.
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