
spare. A third spacecraft will be available 
on the ground as an additional safeguard. 
Launch will be by the European Araine 
rocket or by the American Space Shuttle, 
the final choice to be made nearer the time. 
The satellites will be in geostationary orbit 
36,000 km above the equator and will 
provide signals of sufficient power for re- 
ception by individual households, which 
have suitable receivers and small dish an- 
tennas less than one m in diameter, within 
the United Kingdom and parts of Western 
Europe. The agreement covers a period of 
operation of the satellite service for at least 
seven years. The satellite will carry tran- 
sponders for two BBC DBS services. 

Ethan R. Bush has been appointed Vice- 
Chairman and Chief Operating Officer for 
RTI Systems, Inc., 1100 W. Chestnut St., 
Burbank, CA 91 506. In his new post he will 
assist RTS President Douglas Leighton. 
Bush was formerly General Manager of 
Sound Services for Compact Video. Earlier 
he had been with American Broadcasting 
Co. in Hollywood as a sound technician. 

A new approach to the design of videocas- 
sette recorders allowing the VCR to func- 
tion as either a table model or lightweight 
portable recorder has been announced by 
RCA. A docking mechanism eliminates 
the need for cables to connect the portable 
unit to the companion TV tuner/timer base 
unit. The addition of an optional re- 
chargeable battery and color video camera 
transforms the portable check into an in- 
door or outdoor taping system. The porta- 
ble deck weighs only 7.9 Ib with the battery 
and measures 10i/4 X 10i/4 X 35/1,5 in. The 
announcement stated also that an RCA 
forecast indicates that industry sales of 
consumer VCR products would reach $2.5 
billion in 1983. 

SMPTE Area Code: 914 
Please note: 

SMPTE Headquarters are located in 
Scarsdale, N.Y., outside the New York 
City telephone area code (212). When 
calling Headquarters, please use the area 
code 914. The correct telephone number is: 

(914) 472-6606 

Plans for launching a 40-W, K-band com- 
munications satellite in 1985 have been 
announced by Eugene F. Murphy, Presi- 
dent of RCA Communications, Inc. The 
new satellite is expected to make possible 
the distribution of TV programming 
through one small rooftop antenna to 
points within a building or building com- 
plex. Small antennas, made possible by the 
higher power and frequency of the K-band 
transmission, could be located on rooftops 
or adjacent to buildings. Terrestrial radio 
signals such as microwaves offer only 
minimal interference to K-band satellite 
transmissions, so antennas could be located 
within major metropolitan areas. 

Clyde W. Smith has been named President 
of Fibervision, a newly formed division of 
Math Associates, Inc., 2200 Shames Dr., 
Westbury, NY 11 590. The firm manu- 

facturers video cameras and monitors de- 
signed to use fiber optics. The new division 
will develop video color cameras and 
monitors, black-and-white cameras and 
monitors, video fiber transmitter and re- 
ceiver systems, and other products related 
to video fiber optics. Smith was formerly 
Vice-president, Research and Develop- 
ment. Hitachi Denshi America. 

S. Martin Shelton, Head, Film and TV 
Projects Branch, Naval Weapons Center, 
was elected an Associate Fellow of the 
Society for Tech- 
nical Communica- 
tion in recognition 
of the distinction he 
has earned in the 
field of technical 
communications. 
Shelton lectures 
frequently at vari- 
ous universities 
throughout the nation and contributes a 
bi-monthly column entitled “What’s 
Happening in Government” that appears 
in The Communicator, the journal of the 
Information Film Producers of America. 

Plastic Reel Corp. of America, 475 Boule- 
vard, Elmwood Park, NJ 07407, has 
opened a new divisional office on the West 
Coast. The 30,000 ft2 divisional head- 
quarters will house expanded sales and 
marketing, . administrative, accounting, 
hot-stamping, and warehousing depart- 
ments. The building is located at 8140 
Webb Ave., North Hollywood, CA 91605. 

OBITUARIES 
Victor A. Babits 

Victor A. Babits, a Life Member of the 
SMPTE, died September 18, 1982, at the 
age of 82. A native of Budapest, Hungary, 
and a citizen of the US. since 1948, Dr. 
Babits had a long and distinguished career, 
beginning in Budapest, where he was a 
Professor at the University of Technical 
Sciences from 1924 until 1947. In 1935, he 
was awarded the Signum Laudis by the 
Regent of Hungary for the invention of the 
Hungarian Range-Finding Radar. 

In 1947, Dr. Babits and his wife, Mary, 
came to the U S . ,  where he was appointed 
Professor of Electrical Engineering at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, 
N.Y. He remained there until 1960, when 
he joined General Dynamics/Astronautic, 
where he was Head of Research until his 
retirement in 1965. After his retirement he 
continued with the firm as a consultant. 

He was a pioneer in the developmcnt of 
television. One of his early inventions was 
a television receiver which used a rotat- 

ing-mirror drum scanner and a Kerr cell 
rotating-drum receiver. Dr. Babits de- 
scribed the invention in a paper entitled “A 
New Television Receiver,” published in the 
October, 1933, issue of the Wireless En- 
gineer. He noted in the article that this 
invention had been granted a patent by the 
Royal Hungarian Patent Office in April, 
1926. In the August, 1937, issue of Tele- 

Victor A. Babits 
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* 16mm or 35mm or 16/35mm Combination. * 2, 4, 6 and 8 Plate confi urations. 

* Single, Dual or Triple Sound Heads. * Sound Speed 24/25 FPS or 24/30 FPS on request. * 2-500 1 Universal Electronic Counter standard on all 

* Single or Dual Picture Hg eads. 

models. 
A hands-on trial uickly demonstrates the sharp distinctions 
between the Steen a eck and any other flatbed editor. You'll find 
the Steenbeck much simpler and easier to use. Required hand- 
travel distances are minimal. Electronic control/response is in- 
stant. Speeds from top reverse to top forward are continuous- 
controlled by a single lever. Picture is sharp, brilliant and virtually 
free of flicker. Sound is excellent high fidelity quality. Your control 
is absolute, making even the most minute and delicate adjust- 
ments easy, precise and amazingly fast. The Steenbeck is truly a 
virtuoso instrument for the editor s infinite creativity. 

Contact your local Steenbeck dealer. 

THE CAMERA MART, INC. 
456 Wesl551h Slreel, New York. N Y 1W19 

(212) 757-6977 

KINQSWAY FILM EQUIPMENT, LTD. 
821 Kipling Ave , Toronlo. Ontario. Canada M E  5GB 

(416) 233.1 101 

QENERAL ENTERPRISES INC 
10518 Detnck Avs , Ksn8in 10n. Mb 2&5 

(301)942.11?0 

If you have any questions or wish further information, call or write: 
STEENBECK INC. 0 9554 Vassar Avenue 0 Chatsworth, California 9131 1 0 (213) 998-4033 
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vision and Short- Wave World, Dr. Babit 
described an original color television sys- 
tem which he had invented. 

Between 1927 and 1933, Dr. Babits was 
the owner of a Budapest firm manufac- 
turing radio receivers, sound equipment, 
and power amplifiers. Later he served as 
consultant to various American and Eu- 
ropean firms on the subjects of electronics 
photoconductivity and patent litigations, 
among others. He was a Patent Judge in 
the Royal Hungarian Patent Court 
(1938-1947), and an Hungarian Supreme 
Court Justice in 1947. 

He authored four books on television and 
more than 60 papers on such subjects as 
electronics, television, optics, infrared, and 
laser systems. 

Dr. Babits was a member of a number of 
learned societies and was a Fellow of the 
IEEE, the Royal Television Society, the 
IEE, the Optical Society of America, the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, and the British Inter- 
planetary Society. He joined the SMPTE 
in 1953. 

He is survived by his wife, Mary, who 
worked closely with him throughout his 
entire career. 

Herbert Fix 
Herbert Fix, Director of the lnstitut fur 

Rundfunktechnik (IRT), Munich, died 
December 19, 1982, a few days before his 
64th birthday. He joined the SMPTE in 
1975 and was made a Fellow in 1979. A 
native of Germany, he attended the Tech- 
nical University at Darmstadt. where he 
received the degree of Diplom-Ingenieur. 
Upon graduation from the Technical 
University, he joined the Rundfunk- 
Technisches Institut in Niirnberg, where 
he worked first in radio and, beginning in 
1953, in television research and develop- 
ment. In 1957, he joined the IRT as head 
of the Video Department and later became 
Director. 

Herbert Fix 

Herbert Fix had been a member of EBU 
for many years and had also been a mem- 
ber of the Executive Board of Fernseh-und 
Kino-Technische Gesellschaft (FKTG). 
He was also a Fellow of the Royal Televi- 
sion Society. 
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Cinema. To catch a moment. hold back your 
creativity. 

All color laboratories, all 
over the world, can develop 

In the smallest detail. In all its 
splendor. To the ends of the 
horizon. To the depths of the 
sea. In full action. 

Cinema. Even to capture images 
that exist only in our imagination. 
Science-fiction. Horror. The fantastic. 

Cinema. An art. And a great joy to 
millions upon millions of spectators. 
A daily miracle for anyone who 
watches television or goes out to see 
a film. 

your Agfa-Gevaert films. 
What better assurance of cinema's 
brilliant future? 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A R T s .  

AGFA-GEVAERT NV, 
8-2510 Mortsei (Belgium) 

SYSTEMS FOR PHOTOGRAPHY MOTION PICTURES Agfa-Gevaert has cinema in its blood. 
And a profound conviction: human cre- 
ativity gives cinema its true dimension. 

From now on, there is nothing to 

in the U.S.A.: Agfa-Gevaert Inc. 
275 North Street,Teterboro - N.J. 07608 

in Canada: Photo importing Agencies Ltd. 
Viceroy Road 69, Concord, Ont. L4K 1E7 

in Australia: Agfa-Gevaert Ltd. 
P.O. Box 48, Nunawading, Vic. 3131 



684 

Art Biggs coordinates major engineering purchases for 
the six Cormthian stations. After careful evaluation of all the 
%-inch camerahecorders on the market, he made a multi- 
million-dollar purchase of the Son Betacam“ system. 

are size and weight. We have one-man camera crews at all our 
stations.The camerahecorder that they take into the field is 

“Betacam has several pluses. .t;, e most obvious of them 

right at 54% pounds. Betacam will reduce this load by more 
than half-a significant reduction. 

“As for quality of playback, you can see the difference with 
the naked eye. Its superiori is most ap arent in scenes of fully 

quite as much of the heavy, stringy-type noise we’ve grown to 
tolerate over the years. 

saturated colors, particular r y reds. It’s c P eaner. It doesn’t have 

@I983 Sony Corp. of America, 9 W. 57th St., New York. NY 10019. Sony is a registered trademark and Betacam IS a trademark of the Sony Corp. 
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CONTROLLERS HEMACHES,I -A rl Biggs, Vice President. TOOKML Etigineeritg. C’orititliirrn OFTHESE.” Hrocidc~i.ving C’orporrrtioti 

“Another Betacam plus is that it‘s not a patchwork ap- 
proach. It’s a total Sony system developed from the camera to 
the recorder to the player. 

“Then there’s the bottom line. Betacam is at a very attrac- 
tive price. It would have cost me hundreds of thousands of 
dollars more to get the same amount of camera/recorders that 
even approach this kind of quality from someone else. 

“I’ll definitely be back for more,” 
For more information on the Sony Betacam system, and 

there’s a lot more to know, contact Sony Broadcast in New York/ 
New Jersey at (201) 368-5085; in Chicago at (312) 860-7800; 
in Los Angeles at (213) 841-8711; 
in Atlanta at (404) 451-7671; or in S ONY 
Dallas at (214) 659-3600. Broadcast. 
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