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A book or reprints is usually not very 
exciting, and this one is n o  exception. The 
papers are ones that television cnginccrs 
have seen ad nauseam, but they arc truly 
the golden oldies of the world of television 
engineering. 

An owner of this book will no longer 
need to wade through stacks of /BEE 
7ransactinn.r. RC'A Rei)iew.y, and assorted 
journals, nor dig through riles of photo- 
copies. It's all here i n  one handy volume. 

The book first presents introductory 
material on the theory of color television to 
give the reader the background necessary 
to appreciate the more receiver-orientcd 
parts which follow. The book contains four 
scparatc parts: Background, Tuning, I E' 
and Composite Video Detection, and 
Post-Detection Processing. An cxtcnsivc 
bibliography follows each section. 

The background section covcrs intro- 
ductory matcrial and the theory of color 
television. The next section is on tuning. In 
the last ten years, television tuning systems 

have changcd from being mainly me- 
chanical tuners with littlc application of 
remote control, to being mainly clcctronic 
through the usc ofvaractor diodes. 

The third section is conccrricd with IF  
and composite video detection. The fourth 
part is on post-dctcction processing, which 
consists of both luminance and chromi- 
nance processing. As such, it is concerned 
with thc circuitry bctwccn the vidco dc- 
lector and the video display. This arca has 
secn a constant incrcasc i n  the level of in- 
tegration. 

With the trends toward sophisticated 
signal processing, perhaps by digital tech- 
niques. and additional features cxpcctcd to 
continue, readers will find this book in- 
valuable as a research tool. 
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Strategies fur I ligher Definition 'lelevi- 
sion, ;I 400-papc rcport by Tim .lohiison, a 
consultant on dcvclopmcnts in comniuni- 
cations, predicts th;i t  high-definition tclc- 
vision will have a major influence on the 
film industry during the ncxt I0 t o  2 0  
years. The rcport is availablc I'rom the 
publishers, Ovum Ltd.. I4 Pcnn Kd., Im- 
don N 7  9KD. Fhgliind, a t  a priceof'$395. 

According to the author. there arc thrcc 
tilain arcas whcrc thc new technology can 
chanpc the motion-picture industry: the 
distribution of' films to theaters; clcctronic 
cinematography; and better reproduction 
of film quality on home screens. 

The HDTV system dcveloped by NHK 
is likely to be used Tor motion-picture dis- 
tribution. ;it least in the US. and Japan, 
the rcport statcs. F i l m  would be broad- 
cast directly to theaters over satellite 
links. The rcport suggcsts that the advan- 
tages of IIDTV distribution would in- 
c l u d e  f a s t e r ,  a n d  less expens ive ,  
distribution than is possible when using 
film prints. By IOOU, there could be i i t  
least 1000 HDTV thcatcrs i n  the US. 

Ttic author admits t h a t  using I I U I ' V  
technology in filmmaking is likely to  
prove difficult; however. hc states. "When 
t he problcnis have bccn overcome, I I DTV 
technology combined with powerful com- 
putcrizcd editing will bring a dramatic 
increase i n  the productivity of film- 
ni;i king." 

The rcport rcvcals that Francis tord 
Coppola, and his Zoctropc Studios, has 
becn ariiorig the lcadcrs in experimenting 
wi th  the new tcchnology. According to 
c'oppol;~, possible benefits of high-defini- 
tion movic production include speeding 
thc flow of production through prcpara- 
tion or1  vidco; itnnicdiatc viewing oT each 
d ;I y 's t ;I kcs, sa  vi ng ex pc ns i vc f i  I ins t oc ks 
and prints; coniputcrizcd editing; and ex- 
tension of special crfects capabilities. 

We call it the intelligent choice. You'll call it 
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