New England, May 23 — Two topics were
featured at this meeting, held at WNEV-
TV, Boston. The first half of the meeting
was a joint presentation by Karl Ren-
wanz, vice-president for operations and
engineering, and Brian Lay, engineering
manager, WNEV-TV. Renwanz and Lay
described the extraordinary measures
taken at WNEY in the selection, testing,
and qualifying of various manufacturers
of M-format VHS videocassettes. Ren-
wanz explained the methods, procedures,
and protocol which ensure fair and objec-
tive testing. Lay described the qualitative
evaluations that take place when various
batches of tape stock arrive from suppli-
ers. The speakers discussed the methods
by which videocassettes are disassembled
for evaluation of their merits and me-
chanical performance.

The second presentation, on the new
Panasonic M-I1 AU-600 teleproduction
video recorder, was by Erniec Mathews,
Panasonic Video Products, and Dick Lip-

Karl Renwanz discusses tape evaluation process employed for VHS
casseltes at the May 23 meeting of the New England Section.

Richard Ellis gives an overview of a turnkey television facility during
June 19 meeting of the New England Section.
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son, DLE, Inc. Mathews outlined the his-
tory of the recorder and traced its stages of
development by Japan Broadcasting
Corp. (NHK), which later brought the
format to the U.S. marketplace. He dis-
cussed the operational features which
closely approach the quality level and
flexibility of Type-C 1-in. reel-to-reel
VTRs. The M-I1 VTR employs the com-
ponent video signal recording scheme, a
departure from the earlier YIQ compo-
nent scheme. The new AU-600 employs
the Y/R—Y/B—Y component scheme.
The unique technologies, still in devel-
opment at Panasonic, which contribute to
the overall quality and high performance
level of the unit were discussed. Para-
mount among these technologies is the
metal particle videotape, the only tape
formula usable on the present AU-600
format VTR. Mathews explained how the
AU-600 senses the presence of non-metal
particle VHS cassettes, and promptly
ejects them (because they would not prop-

Ernie Mathews demonstrates the AU-600 M-Il
meeting of the New England Section, held on May 23.

erly record or reproduce M-II format sig-
nals). This information benefited the us-
ers of existing M-format standard VHS
cassettes who plan to integrate the newer
M-11 format into their operations.

The recorder was set on display for full
evaluation and performance checks.
Many of the members and guests took
advantage of this opportunity to get
hands-on experience with the Panasonic
VTR. They evaluated the features that
will be standard on the units, scheduled
for introduction in the U.S. in January
1986.

The total of 50 in attendance included
SMPTE section members and their
guests, along with invitees of the New
England Section’s Non-Member Qut-
reach Program (NMOP). The section’s
Board of Managers has followed up these
non-members and reports strong results.
Since January 1984, 25 membership ap-
plications have been received. -— Paul R.
Beck (Secretary-Treasurer), Emerson
College, 71 Cross St., Foxboro, MA
02035.

New England, June 19 — C. Robert Paul-
son, AVP Communications, opened the
meeting held at WVJIV-TV by inviting the

format VTR at the

Brad Reed and Michael Keller presenting the Nisus/Ikegami HL-79EAL

Shutter Cam at the New England Section meeting held on June 18.
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e know that one basic
VTR, modified many ways
to fit many recording ap-

plications, is the most cost-effective
way for a manufacturer to build a
line of VTRs. But we also know that
this approach may result in compro-
mised performance and concessions
on the part of the user — concessions
that at first seem small, but add up
quickly in terms of inefficient opera-
tion and lost business.

Ampex, video recording, and the

A PR-O \ PR-O

business of video have been synony-
mous since 1956. And though we've
seen the “expedient approach” come
and go over the years, the profes-
sionals in the video business have
repeatedly assured us that their stan-
dards leave no room for compromise.

For these professionals, we build a
complete line of the very best video
tape recorders in the world.

The VPR-3: 500 ips? acceleration/
deceleration profile and 20 milli-sec-
ond single field lockup make it the

fastest and most precise video tape
recorder ever designed. With its mul-
titude of sophisticated features, the
VPR-3 is ideal for demanding post-
production applications.

The VPR-6: Superb video and audio
performance, along with the features
most users ask for, make the VPR-6
the choice of video professionals for a
wide range of applications. Its price,
performance and reliability offer a
package that makes good business
sense for broadcast, production and




post-production users.

The VPR-80: Low cost, but high
quality. Ampex brought decades of
VTR experience to bear on this most
difficult of design tasks. We know
that every video facility at some time
or other needs a “workhorse” — a
VTR that can produce high quality
video and audio, and at the same
time not strain the budget. The
VPR-80 is that machine.

The VPR-5: The video quality and
features of a Type C VIR in a pack-

age no larger than a briefcase, allow
you to record tapes in the field and
edit the same format in the studio.
When your productions begin in the
field, where rugged and reliable per-
formance is demanded, you need the
VPR-5.

Call your nearest Ampex field
office for a demo of the VTR that fits
your needs, We know that one will be
a perfect fit, either as a stand-alone
performer, or teamed with an ACE
editor, AVC switcher and an ADO™

in an Ampex Creative Command
Center™. And remember, you can
count on Ampex product support,
worldwide.

Atlanta (404) 491-7112 Chicago (312) 593-6000
Dallas (214} 960-1162 Los Angeles (818) 240-5000
New Jersey (201} 825-9600
(In New York (212) 947-8633}

San Francisco (415) 367-2296
Washington, DC. (301) 530-8800
Canada (416) 821-8840

AMBPEX

Ampex Carporation « One of The Signal Companies [E

You've never liked
to make compromises

in your teleproductions.

Now you don’t have to.

A\ PR-SO

A\ PR-SO




Paul Cunningham demonstrates a miniature, fully automatic television camera system for some
of the 85 persons who attended the Sept. 4 meeting of the Toronto Section.
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members and guests to provide input with
regard to tape recording formats, oper-
ational features, and other standards-set-
ting matters. Brad Reed and Michael Kel-
ler, both representing Landy Associates,
then took the stage for an unusual techni-
cal demonstration of the Nisus Shutter
Cam HL-79EAL camera system. To
graphically illustrate the dynamic resolu-
tion enhancement of the shuttered video
camera, when used with a fast-moving
object, Reed and Keller televised a close-
up view of a model train in high-speed
motion. Extraordinary pictures of sharp
clarity were obtained. The small letters
and details on the toy train were very
clear, as if captured in a non-motion
freeze-frame. By contrast, the unshut-
tered view of selected still frames, using a
framestore grabber, showed very blurry
and unrecognizable images.

The second presentation was by Rich-
ard Ellis, senior design engineer, Lake
Systems Corp. Ellis described his com-
pany’s effort to design, construct, and doc-
ument a turnkey television facility for
WVIJV-TV. Highlighted were the precon-
struction plans and design work involved
in the effort. Before the close of his presen-
tation, Ellis ficlded questions regarding
the special audio configurations and fab-
rications designed by Lake Systems.

Over 125 persons, including several
Non-Member Outreach guests, attended
the meeting and were treated to a light
buffet and guided tour of WVIJV-TV.
Many membership application forms,
along with other SMPTE literature and
information, were handed out. — Paul R.
Beck (Secretary/Treasurer), Emerson
College, 71 Cross St., Foxboro, MA
02035.

Toronto, September 4 — The section’s
first meeting of the 1985-86 season, held
at VTR Productions Ltd., Toronto, at-
tracted 85 members, spouses, and guests.
Arranged by Jerry Zaludek, the meeting
offered a review of current technologies
and techniques in consumer television de-
vices. Following an introduction by Sec-
tion Chairman Fung Lam, Sony Corp.,
David George, Imagineering Ltd., re-
viewed recent developments in consumer
television hardware, including TV receiv-
ers, monitors, VTRs, and camcorders.

Paul Cunningham and Barry Murray,
JVC Canada, then discussed the attri-
butes of the various products that were on
display. They related recent technological
developments to the demands of the con-
sumer market. A question-and-answer
session followed, during which all in at-
tendance had an opportunity to gain
hands-on experience with the items on dis-
play. Refreshments and a tour of the VTR
Productions facilities were also part of the
program. — David L. George (Secretary/
Treasurer), Imagineering Ltd., 20 Ron-
deau Dr., Willowdale, Ont., Canada
M2H 1R4.
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MAGNA-TECH

THE SOUND
HEARD AROUND THE WORLD

Magnetic Film
Recorders and Reproducers
for Television and Film
Sound Post-Production

HIGH SPEED

Telecine Magnetic Followers

Video Tape-Film Interlock
Electronic Looping

Dubbing Systems

16 and 35mm Electronic Projectors
Total Facility Engineering

WORLDWIDE SALES OFFICES

Paris Brussels London
Hi-Fidelity Services A.R.C. Branch & Appleby
4 Rue Semard Rue de Boisde Linthout 45 Stonefield Way
75009 Parls, France 1200 Brussels Belgium Ruislip
Middlesex HA40YL
Sydney Bombay England
Magna-Techtronics (Aust.) Capt. P.K. Vishwanath
PO Box 150 234/4 Rama Baug. Kuala Lumpur
Crows Nest NSW 2064 Deodhar Road Kinematronika Sdn. Bhd.
Australia—Telex 24655 Bombay 400 019, India 2852, Jalan Selangor/
Persekutan
Wiilstatt West German Federal Hill
Johannesburg Zenon GMBH Y Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Magna-Tech (SA) Pty
Private Bag #5 Carl-Benc Str. 6 c
Melville 2109 Wilistatt 7601 aracas
Tak OTesa/T0zs e pomal 31060
. elex: .
Tel: 011-726-4266 Caracas 106 Venezuela
Madras
Rome S.R.K. Menon
Studio Sound System S.N.C. A4 Parsn-Apts-109
Via Teano 305 GN. Chetti Road
00171 Roma ltaly T. Nagar
Tel: 2715476 Madras 600 107

Telex 620078

MAGNA-TECH ELECTRONIC CO., INC.
630 Ninth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10036
Telephone (212) 586-7240 Telex 126191 Cables “Magtech”
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