
Section Meetings 
Atlanta, June 9 - Thc topic of thc mcet- 
ing, hcld a t  the Computer Art & Anima- 
tion Studio (CAAS) in Atlanta, was com- 
putcr-gcncratcd graphics. Bob Walters, 
Robert Bosch Corp., prcsentcd thc Bosch 
FGS-4000 illustrator/animator system 
and thc Aurora 220 paint system, along 
with associated cquipmcnt. H e  discussed 
pixel count, thc varicty of software cur- 
rcntly available, and how the cquipmcnt is 
intcgratcd with still stores, film recorders, 
and production switchers. 

Various represcntativcs of CAAS then 
dcscribcd how state-of-the-art graphics 
systems are used, with thc aid of a com- 
putcr, to create, manipulate, and cnhancc 
images. Thcsc systcms combine character 
gcncration, digital effccts, clcctronics 
paint, and 3-D animation. Attendance at  
the mccting was 45. - Bebc F. McClain 
(Secretary/Trcasurcr), PAG America, 
Ltd., P.O. Box 5813, Ashcvillc, N C  
28803. 

Chicago, June 10 - Dcnis Quinn and 
Mikc Taylor, both with Quantcl, present- 
ed a program on the digital editing suite. 
A tapcd demonstration of Harry, a ran- 
dom-access digital recorder for animation 
and cditing, was featured. Thirty SMPTE 
members and their gucsts were present a t  
thc Marriott Hotcl, in downtown Chica- 
go, for thc mceting. - Gilbert L. Blcw 
(Publicity), Eastman KodakCo., 1901 W. 
22nd St., Oak Brook, IL 60521. 

Detroit, June 10 - The world hcadquar- 
ters of Ford Motor Co., Dearborn, Mich., 
was the site of the mccting, attended by 35 
SMPTE mcmbers. Jack Caldwell made a 
prcscntation on the Ford Communica- 
tions Network (FCN). 

FCN is a television network that fccds 
newscasts and other programs of specific 
intcrcst to Ford’s assembly plants, cxccu- 
tivc officcs, and dealerships throughout 
North America. Caldwell explaincd that 
the communications link is made possible 
via terrestrial microwave to a satellite 
uplink located at WTVS-TV, Detroit’s 
Public Broadcasting System station. One 
special scrvice FCN providcs to its execu- 
tivc offices is vidco teleconferencing, re- 
ferred to a t  Ford as “business television.” 
Caldwell prescntcd videotapes of sample 
newscasts and other spccial programs to 
fully demonstrate this exciting method of 
corporatc communications. A tour of the 
tclcvision facilitics concluded thc meet- 
ing. - Rudolph J. Kryger (Secretary/ 
Treasurer), CBET-TV, 1 139 Eastlawn 
Avc., Windsor, Ont., Canada N8S 351. 

Florida/Caribbean, May 20 -The mcct- 
ing, attcnded by 35 members and their 
gucsts, took place at  VTA Tcchnologics, 
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Mike Taylor speaking at the June 10 meeting 
of the Chicago Section. 

Inc., Hollywood, Fla. Mikc Osborne, 
VTA, discussed and dcmonstrated somc 
of the special uscs of the Da Vinci color- 
corrccting system. Following Osbornc’s 
presentation, the Da Vinci was made 
available to the mccting participants for 
closcr, hands-on inspection. The program 
concluded with a tour of the VTA facility. 
- Ralph Bcvins (Secrctary/Treasurer), 
FILMS, P.O. Box 1835, Longwood, FL 
32750. 

Hollywood, June 12 -The new M-I1 vid- 
eo recording format was the subject of thc 
mccting, which took place at  the NBC 
Television Network studios in Burbank, 
Calif. With about 400 SMPTE mcmbers 
and gucsts assembled, Phil Livingston, 
Panasonic, took the podium to present a 
slide talk focusing on the metal particle 
tape used in the M-11. Livingston dis- 
cussed thc tape’s propcrties, such as high- 
cr cocrcivity, greater output, smaller par- 
t i c lc  s ize ,  incrcased  f r c q u e n c y  
pcrformancc, and surfacc durability. He 
describcd the links between thc tape pa- 
rameters, thc pcrformancc of the M-I1 
systcm components, and the audio/video 
spcci fications. 

Livingston thcn demonstratcd Pana- 
sonic’s AU-400 camera rccorder, AU-500 
field recorder, and AU-650 studio editor 
recordcr. Using slides, hc outlined thc fca- 
tures and capabilities of thc products, em- 
phasizing sevcral of the attributcs of the 
M-I1 format. Following the equipment 
dcmonstrations, Eric Pohl, NBC, Inc., 
and Hcrman Schkolnick, Panavision, 
joincd Livingston to answcr questions 
from thc audicncc. - Russcll McMur- 

tray (Sccrctary/Treasurer), Eastman 
Kodak Co., 6706 Santa Monica Blvd., 
Hollywood, CA 90038. 

Houston, May 24 - Forty-five persons 
attended thc mccting a t  Thc Editing Co./ 
Bill Young Productions, where new tech- 
niqucs in vidco post-production were ex- 
plained and demonstrated. The program 
for thc mccting included three presenta- 
tions. 

Bill Young, produccr and owner of Bill 
Young Productions, and Mark Chapman, 
musician, discussed and demonstrated the 
Emulator 11, a device that creates an au- 
dio track for a vidco production. Particu- 
larly intcresting to observers were the rel- 
ative case with which the Emulator I 1  
crcatcs various audio effects and the way 
in which these effects arc kept in sync with 
thc vidco. 

The second topic of thc cvcning was on 
thc Cubicomp Picturemaker, a new 3-D 
graphics system. Cindy Knox and Scott 
Gray, both with Cindy Knox Markcting 
Scrviccs, dcmonstrated the unit’s capabil- 
ities, including the anti-aliasing capability 
of thc systcm software. 

John Morton, The Editing Co., then 
showcd thc audicncc a new switcher and 
an ADO unit, explaining how thc cquip- 
ment can corrcct problems created in an 
original production. According to Mor- 
ton, his company’s new suite is capable of 
cditing between all formats in use today. 
- Robcrt B. Musburger (Secretary/ 
Treasurer ) ,  University of Houston, 
School of Commerce, Houston, T X  
77004. 

New England, April 23 - “New Tools for 
HDTV Production” was the theme for 
this meeting, hcld a t  the Howard John- 
son’s Motor Lodge, Ncwton, Mass. Larry 
J. Thorpc, director of studio product man. 
agement, Sony Broadcast, delivercd an 
intcrcsting and thorough prcscntation on 
emerging high-definition technologics for 
somc 60 members and guests in atten- 
dance. 

Thorpe began by outlining his com- 
pany’s cfforts to develop 1 125-linc HDTV 
tcchnology, which is intcnded for a host of 
other applications besides broadcasting. 
One such application, which evoked con- 
sidcrable intcrcst from thc audience, is 
electronic cinematography. To  shed light 
on Sony’s activity in thc application of 
HDTV tcchnology to clectronic cinema- 
tography, Thorpe showcd two short  
35mm film reels. Thcse reels dcpicted ex- 
amples of HDTV studio production, 
multi-gcneration mattes, and low-level 
HDTV vidcography, all of which had 
been rccorded on Sony HDTV VTRs, 
thcn transfcrred to film by means of a 
proprietary Sony laser scanning system. 
Thc video-to-tapc quality was superb. 

In  conclusion, Thorpc discussed some 
of the intcrnational standards-sctting is- 
sues and difficulties various nations and 
groups are having in coming to agreemcnt 
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Introducing the Sy nchvier Digital Audio System to the Video Post Production Industry 
After months of thorough investigation, 

Glen Glenn Sounds decision to purchase a 
Synclavier Digital Audio System has revo- 
lutionized the way they are approaching 
post production. 

Although some of you may have never 
heard of a Synclavier Digital Audio System, 
now’s the time, because it is the product of 
h e  h, a d a b l e  today, for your industty. 

The following are excerpts from an interview 
conducted with Rick Larson, Senior Vice 
President, and Jim Wolvington, Sound Editor of 
Glen Glenn Sound, relating how Glen Glenn is 
advancing the state-of-Bie-art in post production 
using a Synclavier. 

Rick “I really think it is absolutely the ideal 
tool for sound design. I haven’t seen and can’t 
imagine a device that is better suited to our 
particular needs. It provides me the economic 
benefits and the best quality digital audio 
available on the market today. It’s wonderful.” 

Jim: “11’s simply amazing how quickly and 
cleanly I can build a scene with sound effects, 
dialogue and, if need be, music. You simply 
download your original natural sounds, say, 
waves crashing on a beach, into the system once, 
and they are stored on disk or memory for instant 
recall. Furthermore, once 1 have my waves 

(or any sound, for that matter) the velocity/ 
pressure sensitive keyboard gives me fantastic 
creative control over the pitch, attack, delay, and 
many other aspects of the sounds.” 

“It simply saves hours of time because it has 
a built-in digital memory recorder (up to 32 
tracks) that is analogous to recording but with no 
tape. I can assemble all my sound effects for a 
show, play them and record them in real time, 
locked to video via SMPTE. In addition, I can set a 
readout on the terminal and make a precise edit 
point which is fast and perfect. It’s quite 
unbelievable how fast you are able to score sound 
effects or a commercial.” 

“It was absolutely the best decision 
we made in 1985.” 

Rick “The company has been fantastic in 
support of the product. Whenever we felt a little 
lost, New England Digital responded instantly. 
Sure, we were apprehensive at first, but I must say 
it  was absolutely the best decision we made in 
1985.” 

“I wish we had the only system in the world 
because it would surely keep us on the edge. I 
know that aher reading this ad, a competitor will 
probably get a Synclavier. Oh well ... I would if I 
were them!” 

“In my opinion, the Synclavier is the way all 
post production will soon be done. The Syn- 
clavier is actually the next step in cost eficiency 
as well as enabling you to produce a better 
product. It brings with it the opportunity for a 
revolutionary style of editing and post production 
that is a whole new ball game. It’s on the leading 
edge of changing the way we as an industly work 
and think about post production, both creatively 
and economically.” 

For more information or a personal demon- 
stration, please call New England Digital or one 
of our authorized distributors. 

carporate omce 
49 North Main Street 
White River Jcl., M 05001 802095-5800 
New York 
1650 Broadway 212/977-4510 

8453 Devcrly lloulevard 213/651-4016 
Lo3 AngctM 

Authorized Distributors 
Nashville Songblrd Digilal615/327-4343 
Atlanta Sungbird Studios 404/351-5955 
Seattle The Equipmeti1 Exchange 206/623-7860 
London Turnkey 202-4366 
Toronto Cerr Electro Acoustics Ltd. 4 16/86X-0528 
T O ~ O  Take1 354-3317 
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Between a shadow and a whisper 

cipher doital, inc, 
PO BOX 170/FREDERICK MD 21701 

That's where you'll find the ultimate in trans- 
port control. TheShadow 11'" with its powerful 
microprocessor is capable of synchronizing 
virtually any audio, video or film transport 
on the market. 

Softouch'" represents a technological 
breakthrough in audio editing. Sixteen 
Softkeys'" permit repetitive or intricate pre 
and post production editing routines at the 

quiet touch of a single key. These units are 
affordably priced for today's professional. 

The Shadow II and Softouch combined 
make a powerful editing system increasing 
productivity and enhancing user flexibility. 
Both units carry a 3 year warranty. 

For more details contact Cipher Digital 
today. Call (800) 331-9066. 



DOYOU SOMETIMES FEEL 
LIFE IS REPEATING ITSELF? 

The Nagra T-Audio Post-Production 
Recorder keeps your edits moving 

forward instead of nowhere. 
' 



New England Section Managers pose witb Larry Tborpe, (L-R) Cbarles DiSabatino, Paul Beck, Larry Tborpe, George Teplansky, Karl Renwanz. 

on HDTV standards. - Paul R. Bcck 
(Scction Chairman), Emerson College, 
71 Cross St., Foxboro, MA 02035. 

Ohio, June 18 - Creative Tcchnology, 
Inc., Akron, Ohio, hosted the mccting, 
attcndcd by 14 members. Thc firm also 
provided the thrcc guest spcakcrs: Jcffrcy 
Wooton, chief cnginccr; Joscph Manfredi, 
colorist; and Chris Hcngcvcld, cditor. 

In  a combincd prcscntation, Wootcn 
and Manfrcdi described thc various capa- 
bilities and procedures involved in the 
transfcr of film to tapc. Wootcn began by 
demonstrating thcvalucofa mastcrmoni- 
tor sct to SMPTE standards via a comput- 
er. Manfrcdi thcn dcmonstratcd how a 
film transfcr is adjustcd whilc using the 
master monitor as a true reference. Two 
tapcs wcrc made from both a negative and 
positive transfcr, then played back on a 
split monitor scrccn. Manfredi pointcd 
out that the negative transfcr showed a 
greater contrast range, whilc the positivc 
transfcr was marked by grcatcr purity and 
a higher color Icvcl. 

Chris Hcngcvcld dcmonstratcd the 3-D 
capabilitics of the Cubicomp Picturc- 
maker computer. Thc mccting concluded 
with a tour of Creative’s tcchnical facili- 

tics. - John Barak (Sccretary/Trcasur- 
cr), Industrial Video, 1601 N. Ridge Rd., 
Lorainc. OH 44055. 

Pacific/Northwest, June 26 - At the 
broadcasting studios of Kiro, Inc., Seattle, 
Glcnn Nichols gavc an  overview of fibcr- 
optics tcchnology. The tclccommunica- 
tions specialist at thc Grass Valley Group, 
Inc., discusscd somc of thc tclcvision and 
communications applications for his com- 
pany’s WavelinkTM fibcr-optics systcms. 
Nichols also reviewed new product devcl- 
opmcnts in the arca of fibcr optics. - 
Robert Plurnmcr (Sccrctary/Trcasurcr), 
R H P  & Associatcs Inc., P.O. Box 22847, 
Scattlc. WA 98122. 

Rocky Mountain, June 19 - Thirty-five 
SMPTE nicmbcrs and their guests asscm- 
blcd at thc tcam hcadquartcrs of the Den- 
ver Broncos for the meeting. Rusty Nail, 
thc football team’s director of video opcr- 
ations, and Pctcr Darc, Sony Broadcast 
Products, wcrc thc spcakcrs. 

Most, if not all, professional and colle- 
giate football tcanis have converted from 
film to Bctacam systcms to rccord games 
and practice scssions. Nail explained that 
thc Dcnvcr organization uscs spccially 

modified Sony Bcta VTRs to cvaluatc 
team and individual playcr pcrforniancc. 
The tcam also has at  its disposal sophisti- 
cated editing and dubbing facilitics to pro- 
vide coaches, traincrs, and key players 
quick acccss to thc tapcs for on-site cvalu- 
ation. 

I n  the sccond presentation, Peter Darc 
compared the tcchnical specifications of 
various vidcotapc formats, including 1- 
in., Type C, Beta, Beta SP, and M-11. 
Following Dare’s talk, Nail conducted a 
tour of the Broncos’ tcchnical facilities. - 
Kent Gratteau (Sccrctary/Trcasurcr), 
KWGN-TV, 4714 S. Frascr St., Aurora, 
C O  800 15 

San Francisco, May 29 - Ovcr 250 
SMPTE mcmbcrs and guests crowded 
into the Ampcx Museum of Magnctic Rc- 
cording, Rcdwood City, Calif., to partici- 
pate in thc cclcbration of the 30th anniver- 
sary of the Anipcx vidcotapc recorder. 
Charles P. Ginsburg, Charles E. Ander- 
son, Ray M. Dolby, and Alex Maxey, four 
of the original six-man VTR development 
team, wcrc thc fcaturcd spcakcrs. 

Ginsburg, who hcadcd that tcam, and 
who latcr bccamc known as “thc father of 
the vidcotapc recorder,’’ showed slidcs of 

Commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the Ampex Quad VTR at the special May 29 meeting of the San Francisco Section are (L-R) Charles E. 
Anderson, Alex Maxey, Donna Foster-Roizen, Ray M. Dolby, Charles E. Ginsburg, and Peter Hammar. 
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The video industry is moving so fast 
these days, that from one week to the next 
you don’t know what kinds of signals 
you‘re going to have to generate, or where 
you’re going to find the new equipment 
they each require. 

Magni has solved the problem. 
With our 2015 PC-based signal 

generator, you can do all the standard 
signals, plus component, as well as the 
new concepts like HDTV and Multiplexed 
Analog Component (MAC), with signal 
purity up to 30MHz. 

first software configurable system, you 
don’t need to know computer 
programming. All you need to know is 
what the signal is and what it looks like. 
We’ll provide you with a library of over 20 
test signals, and our menu driven software 

And even though ours is the world’s 

will let you build your own test signal files, 
as well. We’ll have you building your own 
signals in fifteen minutes -without a 
manual. 

signals, without sending for a new 
generator everytime there‘s a new wrinkle 
in the industry, call us. We speak your 
language. 

So if you’d like to keep sending the 

MAGNI 
video Measurement 
Magni Systems, Inc. 
9500 S.W. Gernini Drive Beaverton, OR 97005 503/626-8400 
TCICX: 650-2769743 MCI 



REALWARE 

SL 5000 M Series Central Controls 

Vital broadcast production facilities cannot be equipped with promises, prototypes 
or possibilities. Critical technical decisions cannot be based on imagination alone. 
Major capital planning cannot depend on guesswork and clever turns of phrase. 
The facts are simple. Broadcast audio management is faced with pressing technical 
and creative problems that require practical, long-term solutions. And one company, 
Solid State Logic, is prepared for your future. Today. With real hardware, proven 
software, and a world of experience in advanced radio and television sound. 
If you are holding out for computerised Instant Reset", advanced centralised 
assignment, sensible human engineering, incredible custom flexibility, superior 
audio performance, simplified multichannel facilities, rational engineering and 
realistic prices . . . you could find your next trade show visit very frustrating. 
Or you could visit the Solid State Logic stand where we'll be happy to show you 
the SL 5000 M Series, which features all of the above and more. 
Solid State Logic Realware. It's more than a concept - it's an accomplishment! 

Solid State Logic 
Oxford New York * LOS Angeles - 

Begbroke, Oxford, England OX5 1RU * (08675) 4353 
200 West57thStrect*NcwYork,NewYork 10019.(212)315-1111 

6255 Sunset Boulevard + Los Angeles, California 90028. (213) 463-4444 





Fung Lam, Past-Chairman of the Toronto Section, makes opening remarks at the June 10 
meeting. 

the original 2-in. machine, then rcvicwed 
thc series of events that led to the rcfine- 
ment of the unit. H e  talked about Am- 
pcx’s cfforts to market thc product, and 
quoted the company’s sales projcctions, 
which wcrc quite conservativc, consider- 
ing the VTR revolution that was to follow. 

Dolby’s commcntary centercd on the 
nccd for improvcmcnt in the quality of 
VTR manufacture ,  whilc Anderson 
sharcd with the group thc anecdotc that 
Alex Maxcy invented the hclical recorder 
using a toilet papcr roll as a model. Thc 
program also included a videotape show- 
ing Fred Pfost comparing the size, speed, 
and ovcrall quality irnprovcments seen in 
vidcotape recording over the last 30 ycars. 
Pfost, anothcr member of thc develop- 
mcnt team, could not be present a t  the 
meeting. 

Aftcr a question-and-answer session 
and informal tour of the museum, Donna 
Foster-Roizcn, Section Chairman, pre- 
scnted plaques of appreciation to the four 
men. - John A. Carlson (Secretary/ 
Trcasurer), Monaco Labs, 234 Ninth St., 
San Francisco, CA 94103. 

Toronto, June 10 - Pctcr Bartlett and Sid 
Dodd, from host VTR Productions Ltd. in 
Toronto, presented technical papers a t  the 
mceting, attcndcd by over 150 members 
and their guests. 

Bartlett’s papcr covered the use of 
SMPTE time code in rclation to film-to- 
tapc transfers and conforming. Two meth- 
ods of finishing film productions on vidco- 
tape were dcscribed. The first employs 
largely film techniqucs, with the transfer 
to videotape left for the latcr stages of 
production. The second mcthod employs 
vidcotape techniqucs early in thc produc- 
tion scquence; an off-line VTR is used to 
make the edit decisions, and final con- 
forming, as well as color-corrcction, use 
original matcrial with a timc-code refcr- 
encc. Bartlett indicatcd that thc Bosch 
CCD film scanner and an XL-60 frame- 
by-frame color corrector have brought 
about a greatcr than ten-to-one improvc- 
ment in conforming timc. 

The Sony DXC-3000 CCD camera was 
the subject of Dodd’s prescntation. H e  
first showed a vidcotapc dcscribing thc 
featurcs of the camera, which utilizes 
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thrcc solid-statc image sensor arrays. The 
camera was on display, allowing apprccia- 
tivc meeting attcndccs the opportunity to 
closely examine and evaluate its perfor- 
mancc. - David L. George (Sccrctary/ 
Trcasurer), Imagineering Ltd., 95 Barber 
Grccn Rd., Suite 112, Don Mills, Ont., 
Canada M3C 3E9. 

Washington, D.C., June 7 - A tour of the 
Six Flags Power Plant in Baltimore, Md., 
providcd 145 SMPTE membcrs and their 
guests with an evening of entertainrncnt 
and education. John Troxtcl, plant man- 
ager, Icd the tour through the 127,000 ft2 
facility which, during thc early 1900s, 
providcd electricity for Baltimorc’s street- 
cars. Now thc plant is a thcme park at- 
traction, a laboratory offering light and 
audiovisual shows. 

Thc SMPTE group’s first stop on thc 
tour was the Powcr Core, an animated 
light and sound exhibit. Thc Power Corc 
and all thc othcr light/audio cxhibits in 
the lab arc controlled by a single 16-track 
I-in. audio tapc containing SMPTE time 
code intcrfaccd with a computer. The var- 
ious commands that control thc operation 
of the Power Corc arc digitally storcd on 
discs. During the presentation, the floor 
and walls vibrate from an audio rumbling 
produccd by low-frcqucncy amplificrs 
and speakcrs. 

Troxtcl then led thc group to the Scnso- 
rium, a theater rcplete with spccial ef- 
fects. While a person vicws a 3-D film, his 
scnsc of smell is litcrally bombardcd with 
the aroma of orangcs, apple pic, and 17 
other odors, each of which is blown from a 
vent in a unit attachcd to the back of the 
scat directly in front of him. The scents 
are expcllcd by air prcssure in sync with 
the film through SMPTE time code on the 
audio tape. 

The Sensorium offcrs other simulated 
cffccts. Every scat in the thcatcr contains 
a S in .  spcaker which vibrates the scat 
during certain parts of thc film; thus thc 
viewer fccls as if he is actually riding over 
a rough road or sledding downhill a t  the 
time he sccs those picturcs on the scrccn. 
- David A. Cmcyla (Secrctary/Treasur- 
er), U S .  Information Agency, GO1 D St. 
NW, B/TVF/FSL, Washington, D.C. 
20547 
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