
Section Meetings 
Florida/Caribbean, June 17 - An analy- 
sis of MI1 systcm tcchnology and NEC 
America’s ncw clcctronic canicra shutter 
werc thc two topics for thc meeting, host- 
cd by WXFL-TV, Tampa, Fla. A total of 
106 SMPTE mcmbcrs and gucsts turned 
out. 

The first spcakcr on the mccting pro- 
gram was Phil Livingston of Panasonic 
Broadcast Systcms, thc company which 
designed thc MI I systcm. Livingston’s 
prcscntation included cquipmcnt dcmon- 
strations of Panasonic’s AU 400 camcra 
recorder, AU 500 field rccordcr, and AU 
650 studio rccordcr. Livingston was later 
joined by Eric Pohl, a mcmbcr of the NBC 
task force which sclccted the MII, and 
both fielded qucstions from interested 
meeting attendees. 

Thc other part of thc program was giv- 
en over to a demonstration, by NEC’s 
Richard Dienhart, of thc company’s ncw 
camcra shuttcr. As was shown, the clec- 
tronic shuttcr offers high-quality imagc 
resolution at  speeds from 1/125 to ~ / ~ O O O  of a 
second. Dicnhart also showcd tapes of the 
shutter’s various applications. - Ralph 
Bcvins (Secrctary/Trcasurcr), FILMS, 
P.O. Box 1835, Longwood, FL 32750. 

I-louston, June 18 - Forty SMPTE mcm- 
bcrs and their guests turncd out a t  Tcxas 
Film Studios, in Houston, to scc a scries of 
demonstrations on the innovative applica- 
tions of camera support equipmcnt. With 
a full complcinent of support cquipmcnt 
a t  their disposal, Scott Smith, Ben Pcarl- 
man, Bob Poimbcauf, Chris Mcycrs, and 
Jaroslav Vodchnal dcmonstratcd a vari- 
ety of camera movcmcnts. Smith, Pcarl- 
man, and Vodchnal then cxplaincd how 
crab dollics. spider dollies, crancs, and 
other support cquipmcnt arc constructcd 
and utilizcd. Following the presentations. 
the meeting attendees informally tourcd 

Motion Picture Scrviccs and Cinemc- 
chanics, each of which is within walking 
distance of Tcxas Film Studios. - Robert 
B. Musburger (Sccrctary/Trcasurer), 
School of Commcrce, Univ. of Houston, 
Houston, TX 77004. 

Nashville, July 17 - Thc meeting, attcnd- 
cd by 40 SMPTE members and their 
gucsts, took place at  Kingswood/UM- 
Con1 Studios in Nashville, Tenn. The pro- 
gram opcncd with a 15-minute AV pre- 
scntation on the life of Vilmars Zile, thc 
Latvian native who practiced film produc- 
tion while his homcland was under Rus- 
sian and Gcrman occupation. Following 
thc interesting slidc show, SMPTE Finan- 
cial Vice-Prcsidcnt Blaine Baker, Motion 
Picturc Laboratories, Inc., took the podi- 
um to announce Vitmar’s election to Lifc 
Mcrnbcrship in the Society. 

On thc tcchnical sidc, Kingswood/UM- 
Corn’s Tony Pilvcrsack discusscd digital 
sound, and then dcmonstratcd Midi con- 
trol on his own digital sound machinc. 
Sam Tritico and Doug Roberts, both from 
the Music Man Shop in Nashville, fol- 
lowed with a dcmonstration of the Emula- 
tor 11. Thcy showed how the Emulator 
could be interlockcd with a Fostcx 16- 
track tapc rccordcr with SMPTE timc 
codc. - Duanc Muir (Chairman), Nash- 
ville Tech., 120 White Bridgc Rd., Nash- 
villc, TN 37209. 

New York, September 9 - Two subjccts, 
the all-digital studio and analog compo- 
ncnts, wcrc covered at this mccting, which 
took place at thc studios of NBC, Inc., 
Ncw York City. Morc than 250 persons 
wcrc in attendancc. 

Michael Taylor of Quantcl Corp., Palo 
Alto, Calif., gavc the prcscntation on the 
all-digital studio. His paper described 
how Quantel’s Harry random access digi- 

Mike Taylor of Quantel responds to questions at the June 30 meeting of the San Franclsco 
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tal recorder, Encore 2-D digital imagc 
manipulator, and Paintbox electronic 
graphics systcm incorporate the SMPTE 
componcnt digital standard. Taylor of- 
fcrcd an in-depth prcscntation of the Har- 
ry in the second portion of his paper, dcm- 
onstrating the entire editing proccss from 
thc created digital format to the final vcr- 
sion. 

I n  the second half of the program, Mcr- 
rill Wciss of NBC presented an ovcrvicw 
of analog components. Wciss’ paper dc- 
scribed the acccptancc of analog compo- 
ncnts in both thc signal and rccording pro- 
cess. The speakcr also discusscd what the 
futurc holds for analog componcnts. Fol- 
lowing the two tcchnical presentations, 
Charles Jablonski, NBC, gavc thc mcet- 
ing attcndccs a tour of the television 
nctwork’s technical facility. - Charles H. 
Jablonski (Sccrctary/Treasurcr), NBC, 
Inc., 30 Rockcfcllcr Plaza, New York, 
NY 10020. 

Rochester, June 10 - Len Green, retired 
from the National Film Board of Canada, 
discusscd the rcsults of a research pro- 
gram, bcgun in 1984 by the Film Board 
and lmax Systcms Corp., to perfect the 
prcscntation of 3-D motion picturcs in the 
Imax 70mm format. Incorporating slidcs 
and a dcmonstration film to complement 
his paper, Green dcscribcd the design and 
dcvclopmcnt of the uniquc camcra struc- 
turc to support two lmax cameras in thc 3- 
D configuration. According to Grccn, sev- 
cral mounting and stabilization concerns 
had to be considcrcd in the overall dcsign. 
Thc systcm’s use of numcrous remote con- 
trols, with a tclcvision system as a vicw- 
findcr, wcrc also discusscd. Following thc 
tcchnical presentation, the 35 SMPTE 
mcmbcrs and guests asscmblcd a t  East- 
man KodakCo. had theopportunitytoask 
qucstions. - Philip C. Vogcl (Secretary/ 
Treasurer), Eastman Kodak Co., 343 
Statc St., Rochester, N Y  14650. 

San Francisco, June 30 - Michael Taylor 
and Dcnnis Cookinham, both of Quantel, 
Inc., discusscd thc digital video compo- 
nent format before an asscmbly of 75 at  
KQED-TV, San Francisco, Calif. Thc 
spcakcrs explained that component digital 
offers a univcrsal solution to thc problem 
faccd by producers in having to convert 
video formats. 

Throughout the talk, the speakers uti- 
lized thc Quantcl digital edit suitc to illus- 
tratc their remarks. Thcy also went on to 
show thc meeting attcndccs sample clips 
of television advertising spots done on the 
Quantcl system. - Pctcr Hammer (Scc- 
rctary/Treasurer), Ampcx Muscum of 
Magnetic Rccording, 22400 Skyline 
Blvd., La Honda, CA 94020. 
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