
1 Section Meetings 
Atlanta, December 14, 1987 ~ At WSB 
Television i n  Atlanta, Gn., Phil Godfrcy 
of Ikcgami introduccd his company‘s En- 
hanced Television System. He discussed 
the tcchnical aspects of the system, its 
different components, and applications. 
The 41 meeting attendees gained new in- 
sight into an emcrging technology. - 

Paul E. I logan (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Tektronix, Inc., 1 I50 Lakc Charles Dr., 
Roswell, GA 30075. 

Australia, February 9 - Eighteen people 
attended the Australia Section meeting a t  
thc Arnirida Hotel in Sydney. Roy En- 
glish. representing Intergroup Video Sys- 
tems, prcsentcd the company’s Series 
9600 video production switchcr. He dis- 
cussed the engineering aspects, maintc- 
niincc. and perl‘ormancc features of the 
switchcr. The Series 9600, explained En- 
glish, stores events and scqucnces i n  indi- 
vidual kcys. I t  has “select pcrsonality.” 
which allows each operator of the system 
to select his own pitrticular set of func- 
tions. 7‘hc Series 9600 is software-driven, 
hcnce i t  can be itddrcssed by :I convention- 
a l  PC or other terminal. ~ Dominic Casc 
(Chairman), Colorfilm I’ty I.td.. Misscn- 
den Rd., Campcrdown 2050, Australia. 

Detroit, January 19 - At the Birming- 
ham, Mich., offices of Eastinan Kodak 
Co.. 21 SMPTE membcrs and guests 
heard a prescnt;ition o n  the Kodak Ektn- 
pro 1000 high-spced iiiotioil analyzer. 
Guest speaker Gerald l.illy, from Kodak‘s 
Spin Physics Division, talkcd about the 
canicrii’s features and applications. He 
pointed out t h a t  the Ektapro 1000 is solv- 
ing the imaging problcnis frequently cn- 
countered by pcoplc in the medical, indus- 
trial, and rcscarch ficlds. - Bruce R. 
Kcplin (Secrctary/Trcasurer). Eostniun 
Kodak Co., 19792 Sccnic I larbor, North- 
ville, MI 48 167. 

Houston, December 15. 1987 Twcnty- 
five SMPTE metnbers and guests attcnd- 
cd the Houston Section meeting a t  
KHOU-TV, I louston. Tcx. Joe Gucrrero, 
Sony Corp., discussed and demonstrated 
the Mavica, a ncw magnetic video camera 
from Sony that stores still images and 
sound on ii small 2-in. magnetic disc nian- 
ufactured of videotape. Mavica is cnpable 
of recording SO fields, or 25 frames, of 
video wi th  10-scc bursts of audio. The 
meeting also included B tour of KtlOU’s 
remodeled production and news arcas. - 
Kobcrt Musburgcr (Sccretury/Trcasur- 
cr) ,  School of Communications, Un iv .  of 
Iiouston, Houston, TX 77004. 
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Houston, January 20 - The [ louston 
Section meeting in January was held a t  
JVC, Ilouston, Tcx. The subject of this 
meeting, which was attended by SO per- 
sons, was the Super-V H S  video recording 
format. Mike Halbrook and Lee Philipsof 
JVC traced the evolution of Super-VIlS. 
which had its beginnings in 1976 with the 
introduction of VHS. JVC later enhanced 
VHS by adding high-fidelity, high-quali- 
ty  (HQ)  circuitry, and  othcr features. The 
company subsequently developed a “Su- 
per compatiblc” video recording format 
and  labeled i t  Super-VHS, or S-VHS. 

The guest speakers also discussed the 
technical characteristics of S-VHS and 
talked about the advantage of separating 
the Y and c‘ signals into the coinponcnt 
standard. Halbrook and Philips then deni- 
onstratcd some S-VflS equipment and 
screcncd sample S-VHS tapes. - Robert 
M us  b u rge r ( Secre t  a r y / T r eusu re r ) , 
School of Communications, llniv. of 
Houston. tlouston. TX 77004. 

Nashville, February 16 ~ The Nashville 
Section held a joint meeting with the Soci- 
ety of Broadcast Engineers iit WKRN- 
TV, Nashville, Tenn. Thirty people heard 
Jim Edwards of Tcktronix, Inc., givc ;I 
talk on video niexureincnt technology. 
Edwards’s program included a slide prc- 
sentation on the Tektronix VM-700. Thc 
un i t  combines the capabilities of a digital 
waveform monitor, digital vectorscopc. 
and automatic test instrument into :I sin- 
gle user-prograniniablc device. I t  can 

measure amplitude, timing, phasing, dis- 
tortion. signal-to-noise, and other signal 
parameters. The instrument also makes 
hard-copy printouts and will sound an 
alarm if readings are outside given limits. 
Edwards demonstrated these and other 
performance fcaturesof the VM-700. Fol- 
lowing thc technical program, the meeting 
at tendees were given a tour  of t he  
WKRN-TV studios. - Buddy Gailey 
( Sccr e t a r y /Treasu r er ) , N i ssa n M o t or 
Manufacturing Co.. Nissan Dr.. Sniyrna, 
TN 37167. 

New York, January 26 - A total of 200 
SMPTE members and guests attended 
thc New York Section meeting at CBS 
Studio 44 in New York City. Don Gotini- 
er, senior vice-president and inanaging di- 
rector of thc CBS Operations and Engi- 
neering Division, prescnted a paper titled. 
“TheCBS Hard NcwsCcnter - An Inte- 
grated Facility for Ncwsgathering and 
Broadcast.” 

Gotimer opened his program with a 
brief overview of the history of ncwsgath- 
ering, then described the Hard News Cen- 
ter. Constructed on threc floors, the ccn- 
ter comprises twenty edit rooms, three 
narration booths, and two control rooms. 
It also contains five edit suitcs for editing 
the late news feeds. a playback/record 
room capable of handling up to 25 incom- 
ing feeds siniultancously, an international 
communications room that can control u p  
to 7 fceds from other parts of the world, 
and a spccial “flash” studio. Program pro- 
ducers. writcrs and editors, traffic control 
people, and  other pcrsonncl work out of 
the main studio/newsroom facility. 

CBS, said Gotimer, uscs ‘/?-in. video- 
tape at the Hard News Center, which al- 
lows the network to air much of the news 
niatcrial received late. Satellites are also 

Officers of the SMPTE Atlanta Section with guest speaker Phil Godfrey (third from left) at 
December 74, 1987, meeting. (L-R) Paul Hogan, John Swanson, Godfrey, Bebe McClain, Earl 
Higgins. and Dick Perin. Behind the group is the lkegami Enhanced Television System. 
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SMPTE New York Sectlon members and guests tour the Hard News Center, CBS‘s ambitious 
newsgathering and broadcast facility. 

Imagineering Ltd., the first of five guest 
speakers in the program, introduced the 
subject. In his general overview, Mon- 
tana, the manager of Imagineering’s Stu- 
dio Systems Division, explained the per- 
formance features and advantages of 
CCD broadcast cameras. He described 
interline-transfer, frame-transfer, and 
frame interline-transfer CCD designs and 
their unique applications. H e  concluded 

by noting the technical challenges faced 
by CCD camera manufacturers, namely 
their need to eliminate picture artifacts 
and to improve resolution and signal-to- 
noise performance. 

Phil Godfrey of Ikegami U S .  presented 
two of his company’s cameras, the HL- 
379A and CCD-770. The former utilizes 
an interline-transfer CCD, and the CCD- 
770 is developed with an MOS imager 

News 
Chicago Section to Hold All-Day 
Meeting 

The SMPTE Chicago Section will hold 
its 12th annual all-day meeting on Satur- 
day, May 14, 1988. The site is the East- 
man Kodak Co. in Oak Brook, Ill. Presen- 
tations will be given on center-track time 
code, computer-aided design, non-linear 
editing, test signal measurements, ad- 
vanced audio finishing, and the MIDI/ 
SMPTE interface. The meeting will also 
include a luncheon and special keynote 
address. Registration begins a t  8:OO a.m. 

For additional information on the meet- 
ing, contact Jack Behrend, Behrend’s/ 
Cyclops Productions, 2 19 W. Carpenter 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60607, tel. (312) 243- 
8074; or Donald W. Henderson, Eastman 
KodakCo., 1901 W. 22ndSt., OakBrook, 
IL 60521, tel. (812) 654-5335. 

SMPTE-Sponsored Engineering 
Courses Slated for May 

The Univ. of Southern California and 
Pasadena City College, in cooperation 
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with the SMPTE, will conduct engineer- 
ing short courses for students and working 
professionals. 

The course a t  the Univ. of Southern 
California, named Sound Mixing and Re- 
cording in the Production Environment, 
will be held on Saturday, May 14, and 
Sunday, May 15, 1988, in USC’s Norris 
Hall. Designed for the working profes- 
sional and the graduating student, the 
workshop will cover a range of topics, in- 
cluding electronic acoustics, synchroniza- 
tion, the impact of sound on post-produc- 
tion equipment, and transfers. Presenters 
will include specialists in the sound mixing 
and recording industry. Ray Dolby will 
give the keynote speech. 

The cost of the course is $75.00. For 
additional information, please call the 
university a t  (213) 743-7469. 

Graduating film and video engineering 
students now facing the job market will 
find the course at  Pasadena City College 
very beneficial. Getting Started in Film 
and Video, to be offered on Saturday, 
May 7, 1988, in the college’s Forum, will 
equip the student with many important 

device. Godfrey, who directs Ikegami’s 
engineering and development operations, 
said at  the end of his presentation that 
CCDs would eventually replace tubes. 

The third speaker was Doug Spears, 
representing Sony of Canada Ltd. Spears 
outlined some of the improvements that 
Sony has made in the BVP-50. The cam- 
era features an electronic shutter and a 
newly developed frame-interline transfer 
mechanism that virtually eliminates verti- 
cal streaking. 

Frank Coleman of BTS described his 
company’s new LDK-90, an ENG camera 
that uses full-frame transfer with a me- 
chanical shutter. He talked about the 
benefits of shuttering as well as the ergo- 
nomic design of the camera body. 

Peter Conner, manager of Professional 
and Broadcast Products, Hitachi Denshi 
Ltd., closed the program. H e  discussed 
how CCD camera picture resolution can 
be improved and aliasing minimized by 
spatial offset methods. Conner stated, 
however, that improvements in the design, 
engineering, and manufacture of tubes 
should keep the tube camera in the studio 
for several years to come. Following Con- 
ner’s presentation, the five speakers an- 
swered questions from meeting attendees 
and from viewers a t  the satellite receive 
sites. - Fred Lemmin (Secretary/Trea- 
surer), PFA Motion Picture and Video 
Laboratories, 330 Adelaide St. W., To- 
ronto, Ont. M5V 1R4, Canada. 

job-search techniques and skills. Person- 
nel consultants and human resources spe- 
cialists will discuss everything related to 
the job-search campaign: preparing for a 
career, writing the resume, winning job 
offers. The workshop will include a panel 
discussion. 

The course fee is $15.00. For additional 
information, please call Pasadena City 
Collegeat (818) 578-7216. 

The institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, inc., has announced a meeting 
on professional certification programs. 
The meeting, to be held on June 16, 1988, 
a t  the New York City Technical College 
in Brooklyn, will include presentations by 
representatives from the  Society of 
Broadcast Engineers, National Associa- 
tion of Business and Educational Radio, 
and National Association of Radio and 
Telecommunications Engineers. Hand- 
outs, membership information, and certi- 
fication applications will be available. The 
meeting will begin at  6:30 p.m., preceded 
by refreshments a t  5:30 p.m. For further 
information, call Mike Hayden at (212) 
246-2350. Ext. 278. 

The CBS Television Network, beginning 
this fall, will broadcast all its programs in 
stereo, it was announced recently by 
Thomas F. Leahy, president of the net- 
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