
1 Section Meetings 
Atlanta, November 12, 1988 - At the 
November section meeting, Paul Hansil, 
Abekas Video Systems. discussed D-1 and 
D-2 vidco standards as they rclatc to inter- 
connecting production devices. Hc com- 
pared D-l and D-2 with onc another and 
with the NTSC analog standard. H a n d  
spoke about editing and graphic produc- 
tion technologies. Paul Scallioni, Sony 
Broadcast, explaincd the recording of dig- 
ital videotape in D-l and D-2 formats. 
Demonstration tapes were shown and 
equipment was available for inspection. 
Thirty-six people attcnded the meeting, 
which was held at WSOC-TV. - David 
E. Priester (Secretary/Trcasurer), Gcor- 
gia Power Co. 

Atlanta, December 5,1988 - The state of 
the art in desktop-computer CAD systems 
was the topic of the December meeting. 
The combination holiday celebration and 
instructional inecting attracted 25 people. 
Richard Burroughs, Lymont Tandy, and 
Mike Induni, of Applied Software Tech- 
nology, Inc., demonstrated the capabili- 
ties of current CAD systcms and gave an 
exciting look at  what the next two to tcn 
years may hold for both CAD software 
and the electronics needed to r u n  it. Scvcr- 
al members of thc audicncc expressed a 
need for this capability in their operations 
and were encouraged by what they heard. 
Demonstrations of how a CAD package 
can be customized to specific applications 
were especially interesting. - David E. 
Priester (Secretary/Treasurcr), Georgia 
Power Co. 

Australia, October 25,1988 - Thirty-one 
people attended the October section mcct- 
ing, held at  the Australian Film, Televi- 
sion and Radio School. Keith Smith and 
Stephen Murphy, of the A.F.T.R.S., de- 
scribed the philosophy of the school, its 

objectives, and how those objectives had 
been fulfilled by the building of the new 
facilities. Attendees were shown the film 
and tape preview theaters and thc sound- 
mixing theater. The studios were of par- 
ticular interest because the lighting sys- 
tem had been designed at  the school. - 
Dominic Case (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Colorfilm Pty Ltd. 

Australia, November 29,1988 - Dominic 
Case opened the November meeting with 
a report on the Sound & Vision ’88 confer- 
ence. David Hudson, Amber Technology, 
then gave a presentation on the Lexicon 
Opus digital audio production system. 
The Opus is capable of sound-effects edit- 
ing, dialog rccording, editing and replace- 
ment, and music editing. It is controlled 
by a sophisticated, yet easy-to-use work- 
station. 

Hudson’s presentation was followed by 
a lively question-and-answer session dur- 
ing which the audience explored many of 
the potential applications of such a sys- 
tem. The meeting, attended by 23 people, 
was held in the Australian Broadcasting 
Corp.’s film training center. - Dominic 
Case (Secretary/Treasurer), Colorfilm 
Pty Ltd. 

Houston, December 14,1988 - Approxi- 
mately 35 people attended the Houston 
section’s December meeting, held at 
Pearlman Studios. Before the meeting, 
C.R. Caillouet, Caillouet Technical Ser- 
vices, presented a 45-minute tutorial on 
the terminology, development, and basic 
technology of computer graphics. This 
was the first of many planned tutorials 
intended to give listeners a basic familiar- 
ity with the technology to be discussed 
during the main meeting. Marly Kirk- 
land, Pearlman Studios, showed how com- 
puter graphics equipment is intcgrated 

with digital equipment in Pcarlman’s pro- 
duction/post-production studio. 

Andy Auten, Pearlman Studios, dem- 
onstrated the BTS Pixelerator graphics- 
rendering engine and the S u n  Modeling 
System. Tours of Pearlman’s facilities fol- 
lowed the presentation. - Robert Mus- 
burger (Secretary/Treasurer), Universi- 
ty of Houston. 

New York, December 22,1988 - A joint 
meeting between the New York section 
and the AES attracted 175 people. The 
television coverage of the 1988 Olympic 
Games in Seoul was discussed. Randall 
Hoffner, NBC, discussed the technology 
and production methods uscd in the trans- 
mission of NBC’s first “all stereo” Olym- 
pics. H e  explained that managing up to 
four audio channels for the MI1 edit suite 
VTRs required additional audio routing 
levels in the central switching matrix. 

Charles Jablonski, NBC, described the 
formidable logistics problems encoun- 
tered in originating such a complex broad- 
cast. Jablonski explained the numerous 
technical innovations used in this cover- 
age, including the GVG Kadenza 4:2:2 
video mixer in a digital production suite. 
Joe Roizen, Telegen, spoke about the ex- 
tensive non-US. broadcast coverage, in- 
cluding Japanese HDTV origination. He 
reported that NBC and other broadcast- 
ers made heavy use of l/l-in. component 
analog recording equipment. The meeting 
was held in NBC’s historic Studio 8H, the 
site of many prestigious live prcsentions. 
- Jay H. Ballard (Manager), NBC. 

Rochester, December 13, 1988 - Ap- 
proximately 40 people toured PCI’s pro- 
duction and post-production facility at the 
December meting of the Rochester sec- 
tion. Ted Hummel and Mike Fein, PCI, 
demonstrated art machines, D-2 video, 
and a new control room. After the formal 
program, a dinner was held at  Blades Res- 
taurant. - Paul M. Kato (Secretary/ 
Treasurer), Eastman Kodak Co. 

C.R. Caillouet, Caillouet Technical Services, conducts a tutorlal on the 
basics of computer graphics before the Houston section meeting. 
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Andrew Auten, Pearlman Studios, demonstrates the BTS Pixelerator 
at the Houston section meeting in December. 
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Announcing a New Book from SMPTE- 

Television Technology in Transition 
Television technology is continuing 
to change rapidly as new equip- 
ment, new techniques, and new 
applications come into being. 
SMPTE’s new book, Television 
Technology in Transition, ad- 
dresses itself to these changes in 
the categories of Formats; Distribu- 
tion and Processing; Planning and 
Maintaining Systems; and Post- 
Production. All papers appearing 
in the book were presented at the 
22nd Annual SMPTE Television 
Conference held in Nashville, 
Tenn., January 29-30, 1988. The 
papers were presented by a group 
of well-known and distinguished 
authors on subjects of particular 
interest and significant importance 
to today’s television engineers and 
broadcast executives. Order your 
copy now. 
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Charles Jablonskl, NBC, discussing the Seoul 
Olymplcs at a joint meeting of the New York 
Section and the Audio Engineering Society. 

Joe Roizen, Telegen, at a joint meeting of the 
New York Section and the Audio Engineering 
Society in December. 

Rocky Mountain, December 15, 1988 - 
The Rocky Mountain Scction’s holiday 
mceting was held at  KTVD-TV, Denver’s 
newest UHFtclcvision station. BobCraw- 
ford, KTVD, described the technical as- 
pects of putting thc station on the air. 
Crawford spoke about the choiccs for 
transmitter sites, antcnna and tower de- 
sign, studio site, and studio equipment. Hc 
explained that the transmittcr site was 
chosen for its location and the lack of 
radio-frequency intcrfcrence from other 
transmitters. The topography and prcs- 
cncc of a noisc floor, established by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration (NOAA), were also factors 
in the design of thc antcnna. To prevent 
intcrfcrence with NOAA, a 20-ft grid dish 
was added to thc tower. The dish, using a 
1 80° out-of-phase signal, cancels thc radio- 
frequency signal directed a t  NOAA. 

J a c k  M o f f a t ,  K T V D ,  dcscr ibcd  
KTVD-TV’s position in thc Dcnver televi- 
sion markct. Heemphasized thcqualityof 
the people working at  thc station and rec- 
ognizcd thcir contribution to the station’s 
success. The meeting was attcnded by 33 
pcoplc and concluded with a tour of thc 
studio. - Joan M. Aicllo (Secretary/ 
Trcasurcr), Eastman Kodak Co. 

San Francisco, December 14, 1988 - A 
tutorial on measuring and testing the pcr- 
formancc and parameters of the compo- 
nent and compositc digital vidco signal 
path was given at the Dcccmber section 
meeting. John Niclson, Scott Davidson, 
and Rcx Ferbrache of Tcktronix, Inc., 
presented a papcr called, “Compositc and 
Componcnt Digital - Whcn to Tweak I t  
and When to Scnd It Back.” Thcy dis- 
cussed whether years of analog experiencc 
are of any hclp when digital cquipment 
requircs routine maintcnancc. The com- 
ments were illustrated with ovcrhcads. 
Test equipmcnt was used to dcmonstrate 
thc concepts. A livcly panel discussion fol- 
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lowcd the presentation. - Vcrnon L. Kip- 
ping (Sccrctary/Treasurer), consultant. 

Toronto, December 6, 1988 - The De- 
cember section mceting, held at VTR Pro- 
ductions/Eastern Sound, was attended by 
118 people. Jim Phillip, Ampex Canada, 
Inc., discussed the design and implemen- 
tation of a digital time delay system now 
being constructed for thc Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. He recounted thc his- 
tory and need for early dclay systems in 
Canada and showed archival photo- 
graphs. The method of operating the old 
systems with VR-1000-type quad rccord- 
ers was described and its relative short- 
comings noted. Phillip gavc thc reasons 
for updating thc system and the rationale 
for using digital equipment. The new sys- 
tem has the Ampex Model VPR-300 D-2 
digital recorder/reproduccr as its core. 
The ancillary cquipment, including a cus- 
tom-built switcher and control system, 
was also describcd. 

Ben Jamieson, Ampex, presented a pa- ‘ 
per called “Alex - A Ncw Dircction in 
Character Gcncrators.” He gave an over- 
view of character generators and de- 
scribed the design and operation of the 
Alex system. He noted that the systcm’s 
pipeline architccturc was the key to its 
previously unattainable pricc/perfor- 
mance ratio. A demonstration tapc illus- 
t ra ted thc  systcm’s capabilities for 
individual character animation, transpar- 
ency, ovcrlap coloring, and perspectives. 
Another important fcaturc is that all the 
movements shown were composed in rcal 
time. 

Following a question-and-answcr scs- 
sion, thc group was taken on a tour of 
VTR Productions’ expanded facilities. - 
Stephcn Cook (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Audio Services Corp. 

Washington, D.C., December 6, 1988 - 
Sixty-six pcople attended a joint mceting 
of the Washington, D.C., Section and the 
Society for Imaging Science and Tcchnol- 
ogy a t  Eastman Kodak Co. in Virginia. 
High-resolution computer imagcs for 
large-screen viewing was the topic of the 
Decembcr meeting. Computer imagcs 
generated by an Apple Macintosh S E  
computcr and an IBM PC computcr wcrc 
projected onto a large screen via liquid 
crystal panels utilizing the Kodak Data- 
show System. Charles J. Hoff, Eastman 
Kodak Co., explained thc capabilities of 
this product. James B. DeWitt, Eastman 
Kodak Co., spokc about Kodak’s research 
and product development with display 
technologies. Bradlcy J. Gleeson, East- 
man Kodak Co., demonstratcd the Kodak 
LCSOO vidco projector, the first full-color 
video projector to use liquid crystal tech- 
nology. Gleeson also spokc on the current 
and future developments of products us- 
ing liquid crystal technology. - John 
Wesley Nash (Sccretary/Treasurer), 
Group Andre Perry, Ltd. 

Kent Gratteau, Section Manager, Bob Crawford, KTVD-TV. and Jim O’Brien, Section Manager, at 
the Rocky Mountain Section’s December meeting. 

SMPTE Journal, March 1989 


