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I News 
The Mini-Conference of the SMPTE Ot- 
tawa, Montrcal/Quebec, Rochestcr, and 
Toronto Sections will bc held at  the Sky- 
line Hotel in Ottawa from May 12 
through May 14, 1989. Papers will be 
presented on the theme of challcngc and 
choice: the challcngcs of competing for- 
mats and media and thc choices of tech- 
nology and distribution of systems. Papcrs 
will be presented in thrcc scssions, morn- 
ing and aftcrnoon sessions on Saturday 
and a morning session on Sunday. Confcr- 
encc highlights include thc Welcome Re- 
ception on Friday and a luncheon and 
banquet on Saturday. Thc deadline for 
advance registration is April 12. Early 
hotel rcscrvations are encouraged since 
the mini-confcrcncc coincides with thc 
Ottawa Festival of Spring. For more in- 
formation contact: Stephcn Romain, 
SMPTE Mini-Confcrence, 7 Exeter Dr., 
Nepean. Ont. K2J 1Z9, Canada. 

The SMPTE Working Group on Studio 
Video Standards is revising Rccommend- 
ed Practicc 125, Bit-Parallel Digital In- 
terface for Componcnt Video Signals, 
which defines 4:2:2 component digital vid- 
eo systems. Thc rcvision will specify the 
use of 4-40 mounting screws instcad of a 
slide latch on thc 25-pin connector. 

Operational experience with 4:2:2 digi- 
tal video interconnccts using the submin- 
iature D-connector has dcmonstrated me- 
chanical reliability problems with thc 
slide latch, which is easily damaged and 
allows excessive connector movcmcnt. To 
correct these problems, thc SMPTE and 
the EBU have jointly agreed to thc usc of 
4-40 mounting screws. This change ap- 
plies to 4:2:2 component digital interfaces 
as specified by RP125 and will also apply 
tocompositedigital interfaces that are not 
yet standardizcd. Manufacturers of digi- 
tal vidco equipment are adviscd that these 
changes will be incorporated in a rcvision 
of RP125 expected later this ycar. 

A new SMPTE Study Group, (L6.39), has 
been formed to determine thc nccd for a 
tutorial, Recommended Practice, or Stan- 
dard for optimizing blowups and rcduc- 
tions for film formats. If a document is to 
be written, the Study Group will recom- 
mend which formats should be included 
and will spccify information on origina- 
tion aspect ratios, optimum steps for con- 
version, cropping, and other parameters 
the committee deems necessary. Persons 
wishing to participate should contact: 
Joan Aiello, Eastman Kodak Co., 343 
Statc St., Rochcstcr. NY 14650, or the 
Engineering Department a t  S M P T E  
Hcadquartcrs, 595 W. Hartsdalc Ave., 
Whitc Plains, NY 10607. 

The IS0 plans to issue a Call for Algo- 
rithms suitable to store and retrieve mov- 
ing image and sound information on digi- 
t a l  s t o r a g e  m e d i a .  All  r e g i s t e r e d  
algorithms will be subjected to tests, with 
the target of reaching a Draft Proposal of 
Standard by September 1990. Most digi- 
tal storage media are characterizcd by a 
throughput that is two orders of magni- 
tude less than required by digital tclevi- 
sion and sound. This implies a need to 
identify data reduction algorithms yield- 
ing high image and sound quality under 
the constraints imposed by interactivity. 
Organizations must notify the IS0 of 
their intention to contribute by June 3, 
1989. Contact: Dr. N. S. Jayant, AT&T 
Bell Labs, 600 Mountain Ave., Murray 
Hill, N J  07974-2070. 

The Chicago Section will hold an All-Day 
Mccting on Saturday, March 18, a t  East- 
man Kodak Co., Oakbrook, Ill. The theme 
of the meeting is “Advancing Imaging 
Applications.” Discussions will focus on 
taking ideas and methods from technol- 
ogy and applying them to the Chicago 
marketplace. Papers will be presentcd on 
such topics as “HDTV: Thc Politics, En- 
gineering, and Uses for Chicago,” “Test 
Signal Measurement with Tektronix,” 
and “End User Panel Discussions on CD 
and SVHS.” Michael Fayette, Post Ef- 
fects, will deliver the keynote address on 
“Desktop Video Workstations of the 90s.” 
For further information, contact Section 
Chairman Joseph Kresnicka, Capital Cit- 
ies/ABC, Inc., (312) 750-7777. 

Centro Corp. has introduced two electron- 
ic news gathering vehiclcs (ENGs). Onc 
vehicle is built around a Ford E-350 Econ- 
oline Super Van and the other is built 
around a G M C  Suburban. They provide 
the means for microwave transmission, 
live local origination, and efficient news 
gathering. The interior of the Econoline 
news gathering vehicle contains a thrcc- 
bay rack to accommodate typical equip- 
ment, a 6.5-kW generator, a 42-ft Will- 
Burt mast, pan-and-tilt head with remote 
control, interior and exterior work lights, 
alarm system, mast warning light, a DC- 
to-AC converter, and roll-around seating. 

Lowel-Light Manufacturing, Inc., has 
moved its headquarters to 140 58th St., 
Brooklyn, NY 1 1220-25 16, where office 
and factory space will be doubled to 
30,000 sq. ft. Lowel is among the first 
occupants of the recently renovated 
Brooklyn Army Terminal. The new phone 
number is (718) 921-0600. 
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BCT Betacam cassettes, 
for instance, combine 
a high-impact ABS 
anti-static cassette shell 

with a base film that's been given Sony's 
ultrafine carbon-black back coating. All of 
which ensures more uniform tape transport 
and superior winding characteristics. 
Among other things, this kind of runability 
helps keep Mongolians out of a jam. 

No matter which Sony Professional Video- 
tape you're working with, there's one thing you 
know for sure. Its greatest ability is durability 

Whether it's Betacam, U-matic: 1" or Digital tape. So take 
on the world. With Sony Videotape. In Inner Mongolia or 
in your own studio you need a tape that's tough as Sony 
After all, there's no better way to 
prevent unwanted jam sessions. 

Cassette jamming 
is one of the biggest 
problems production 
crews face. Unless 
they're shooting with Sony Videocassettes. No wonder 
the producers of a recent documentary shot in 
Inner Mongolia chose to tape with Sony BCT 
Series Betacam" cassettes. 

The Sony cassettes didn't jam during the 
entire three weeks of taping, even when 
covering the nomadic people of Mongolia's 
grasslands, where temperatures vary from 
extremely hot to extremely cold. 

Videotape. After all, we've designed all our products 
around one basic premise: durability 'Ib be frank, the 
demanding shooting conditions of Mongolia aren't as 
tough on our tape as we are. 

Not that this surprises those of us at Sony Professional 

SONX 
THE ONE AND 

Q 1988 Sony Corporation of America. Sony. Betacam, U-matic and The One and Only are trademarks of Sony. 







17lH UNIATEC CONBRESS 
MONTREAL 89 
MORE THAN 30 COUNTRIES 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

The 1990% - The Challenge of Change 
at 

International Clvll Avlatlon Organlzatlon 
Aiembly  Hall 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
October 14-18, 1989 

Plan now to submit an original paper. This congress will Identify key 
technology trends and applications for the 1990’s. Subjects include: 

Large format Cinema: 
Three-D Cinema: 
Cinema Sound - 
Breaklng the Sound Banler: 
Improved Presentation 
Quality: 
Hlgh Quality Video Home 
Theater 
Creative Opportunltles from 
Technology Changes 
Computera In All Aspects 
of Film, Video and Sound 
Production: 

Production tools of 
the 1990’s 
Increasing Access to 
the Alm Experience: 

New Packaging and Uses 
for Film: 

Motlon Picture Handling 

Trends, Tools and 
Eff iciency : 

Techniques to Generate, 
Anlmate and Create: 
Dupllcatlng and Amhlvlng 
Imaging Media: 

Health and Safety: 

The optimum experience 
Without screen or glasses? 
Advancing the creative and 
technological art 
Steady, bright, sharp and 
durable 

- Creating images and sound - Speeding up manipulation - Reducing human interface - Skill training 

Inexpensive subtitling and 
dubbing techniques; self-pow- 
ered projectors; video vending 
machines; database systems; 
videotext at home. 
Digkization; data compression; 
compact discs; high speed 
transfer; interactive video in 
training and commerce. 
Transports, quality assurance; 
simulation of tasks. 
Special effects, backgrounds; 
colored and modified images 
and sound. 
Life expectancy and suitability of 
technologies; physical storage 
conditions Interchangeability; 
formats. 
Improving the quality of work life 
in motion picture and television 
industries. 

Official languages of the Congress are: English, French, German and 
Russian. Please send a double-spaced 250-500 word summary by 
April 16, 1989, to: 

Ed H. Zwaneveld 
Program Chairman 
UNIATECMONTREAL 89 
National Film Board of Canada 
P.O. Box 8100, Station A Telephone: (514) 283-9143 
MontreBI, Quebec, Canada H3C 3 H 5  Fax: (514) 496-1895 

Notiflcatlon of Acceptance. together wilh an author’s kit, will be sent by May 3.1989, and 
camera-ready manuscripts must be received by July 31. 1989. 

Stephen D. Kerman has been named the 
managing director 
sales for Tektronix 
in the Americas’ 
Pacific area. He is 
now responsible for 
sales and service 
activities in the Pa- 
cific rim, Central 
and South Ameri- 
ca, South Africa, 
India, Israel, and 

of all international 

Canada. He is also in charge of interna- 
tional sales and marketing operations in 
the U.S. Kerman has been involved with 
the company’s television product custom- 
ers for the last 29 years. He is a Fellow of 
the SMPTE and a graduate of Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. 

Carlos V. Girod Jr. has joined the Public 
Broadcasting Service as vice-president of 
satellite technol- 
ogy. He will be re- 
sponsible for the 
engineering ele- 
ments involved in 
the replacement of 
the PBS satellite 
system. H e  was 
previously with 
CBS, where he was 
responsible for the network’s ground and 
space-based television distribution sys- 
tems. Girod was the network’s representa- 
tive to the NAB, the EBU, the Asia-Pacif- 
ic Broadcasting Union, the Advanced 
Television Systems Committee, and the 
FCC Advisory Committee on Advanced 
Television Systems. 

Jeff Meadows has been appointed manag- 
ing director of Quantel Ltd. He will be 
responsible for the 
immediat,e opera- 
tional aspects of 
the company and 
will establish the 
framework to ac- 
commodate future 
development. 
Meadows was most 
recently with Sony 
Broadcast, where for the past five years he 
was responsible for European operations. 

SMPTE MEMBERS! 

Are you a consultant? . . .or self-employed? 

Advertlse in the SMPTE JOURNAL 
Professional Services page 

Only $140.00 per year. 

Wrlte: Advertising Manager, 
SMPTE JOURNAL 

595 W. Hartsdale Ave.. 
White Plains, NY 10607 
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