
1 Section Meetings 
Atlanta, January 9, 1989 - Audio for 
vidco was thc topic of the Atlanta Scc- 
tion’s Jnnuary mccting. hcld at Crosstown 
Audio, a production house specializing in 
this technology. Brandon Wadc, Cross- 
town Audio, spoke about the merits of  
producing audio scparatcly and showcd 
examples of video work with unusual au- 
dio aspects. He also played a dctnonstra- 
tion tapc that illustrated the effects on 
audio produccd by diffcrcnt format vidco- 
tape machines. 

Kidgc Nyc, Intcrfacc Audio, discussed 
synchronizer technology. He spoke about 
the current state of audio/video synchro- 
nizing and cxplained sonie unusual appli- 
cations and configurations of synchroniz- 
crs. - David E. Pricster (Secretary/ 
Trcasurcr), Gcorgia Powcr Co. 

Atlanta, February 13,1989 -On niany of 
the satellite and microwave paths uscd by 
television and radio, there is spectrum 
space bcyond that nccdcd for thc program 
bcing carricd. At the Atlanta Section’s 
February meeting. Ned Mountain. We- 
gener Communications, cxplaincd thc po- 
tential uses for this excess capacity. Appli- 
cat ions covcr both a u d i o  and  d a t a  
communications. Mountain discussed thc 
various USCS for subcarricrs and cxplaincd 
the pros and cons of  different types of 
transmission. 

The meeting was held at  Tektronix’s 
Norcross sitc and was attcndcd by 27 peo- 
PIC. - David E. I’riester (Secretary/ 
Trcasurcr), Gcorgia Powcr Co. 

Hollywood, January 12, I989 - Approxi- 
inatcly 200 people gathcrcd at thc KTLA 
television studio for the January mccting 
of thc llollywood Section. Thc topic for 
thc cvcning was digital tclcvision for 
broadcast and post production. Michael 

Taylor, Quantel, discusscd thc effcct that 
RP 125, CClR 601, and CClK 6 5 6  have 
had on unifying the direction of digital 
vidco. He said that thc &bit sampling and  
intcrfacc established by these standards 
have resulted in consistcnt quality and 
product corn pat i bi lily. He summarized 
the basic 00 I paramctcrs a n d  rcvicwcd 
D-l characteristics. Taylor showed ;in cx- 
ample of 11-1 digital vidco production 
complctcd on thc Quantcl Harry suite. 
Many o f  the effects shown wcrc unfatnil- 
iar to thc audicncc. A “how-wc-did it” 
tape was shown to explain thc tcchniqucs 
i nvolvcd. 

Taylor reviewed the characteristics of 
the D-2 format and spoke about digital 
mixing and the need to retain thc rcsulting 
lower-order bit information. Quantel’s 
Dynamic liounding iilgorithm was dcvcl- 
opcd for this situation and is being offered 
as a product. Examples of  digital effccts 
achieved by British firms with Quantel’s 
equipment were shown. I1avid Lans- 
down (Assistant Mcmbcrship Chairman), 
National TeleConsultants. 

Hollywood, February 9, 1989 - At the 
February meeting of thc Ilollywood Scc- 
tion, Charles .Jablonski and Charlic 
Spiccr, both of NRC, dcscribcd the tech- 
nical innovations used by the network to 
covcr thc 1988 Olympic Games in Seoul. 
They discussed the production and cngi- 
nccring complications cncountered in the 
first stereo audio transmission of an 
Olympic cvcnt, and gavc thc audience of 
I26 people a review of the satcllitc tcch- 
nology uscd. An cffcctive slide presenta- 
tion showed the buildings into which NBC 
moved an array of advanccd transmission 
systems, post-production equipment, mo- 
bile studios, and other support systcms. ~ 

Michael V .  Chcwcy (Sccrctary/Treasur- 
cr), Brenison Data Systcms. 

Houston, February 18, 1989 - Dr. Kay- 
mond Ficlding, University of Houston, 
presented a tutorial on thc basics, history, 
mcthods, and tcchnology of  film special 
effects at the Houston Scction’s Fcbruary 
meeting. Thc ncw Eastman Kodak 16 and 
35mm motion-picture filni  stocks were in- 
troduced by Michael Morclli, Eastman 
Kodak Co., who cxplaincd the Kodak 72/ 
5294, 12/5295, and 72/5296 emulsions 
using slides and comparison 3 S m m  films. 
Thc films ;ire characterized by wider lati- 
tude. fastcr cxposurc with clcancr blacks, 
brighter colors, and an increased capacity 
to capture irnagcs in lirnitcd light. 

A film of the 1988 c‘1.10 Awards, thc 
international television comrncrcial com- 
petition, was shown. Mark Mall manncd 
the projcction booth in the Grccnway Pla- 
za Thcatcr whcrc the meeting was held. 
- Robcrt Miisburger (Sccrctary/Trca- 
surcr), Univcrsity of I louston. 

Nashville, February 21, 1989 - John 
Borgcr, Pinnaclc Corp., spoke about vidco 
workstations at thc Nashvillc Section’s 
February meeting. He emphasized a soft- 
ware- bascd, opcn-architccturc microcom- 
puter subsystem that intcgratcs thc MS- 
DOS bus with a 4:2:2 vidco bus. Using the 
Pinnacle 3000E and ;I camera focused on 
thc audicncc, hc dcmonstratcd real-timc 
vidco with images rctricvcd from the iti- 
ternal still store to illustrate the interac- 
tion of DVE, Still Store, Paint, and Sculp- 
t o r  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  G e n e  P a r k e r  
(Secretary/Treasurer), WKKN-TV. 

New York, January 31, 1989 - lllliott 
Gamson, Immaculatc Matching Co., out- 
lined :I mcthod to accuratcly match film 
frames to vidco ficlds a t  thc Ncw York 
Scction’s January mccting. I Ic discussed 
the means by which i t  is possible to opti- 
m i x  picturc and  sound quality with ttic 
creative flexiblity provided by Auto C o n -  
form and Video Matchback technology. 
G a mson s;i id that t his t cc h n iq uc ;I 1 lows 
the producer to retain the maximum quxl- 
ity of thc ncgativc whcn cditing for vidco 
release; n o  intermcdiatc film copies arc 

New York Section Chair Tim Spitzer introducing Nliott Gamson at the 
January meeting. Section’s January meeting. 
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Elliott Gamson discussing picture and sound quality at the New York 

389 



~ 

Michael Johnson (left) and a member of the audience discuss the new Kodak films introduced at . .  

the New York Section’s February meeting. 

required. Since the negative itself is not 
cut, the samc footagc can be edited in 
diffcrent ways. The components of this 
cost-cffcctivc systcni arc a pcrsonal coin- 
puter. 3/4-in. decks, and a controller. Since 
thc computer program knows the 3:2-pcr- 
foration pull-down position of each field, 
an accuratc edit can be made. After thc 
work picture is matchcd to the final audio 
track, thc Auto Conform Edit is per- 
formed, automatically rcplacing the work 
picture, frarnc by frarnc, with the original 
ncgativc. 

The meeting, which was held at  the 
Ncw York Society for Ethical Culturc, 
was attended by 5 5  pcople. ~ Roger 
Salles (Sccrctary/7’reasurer), Geocam. 

New York, February 21, 1989 - A ncw 
generation of Eastman Kodak color films 
was discussed at the February mccting of 
the New York Scction. Michael E. John- 
son, Listman Kodak Co.. prcsented a 
product introduction paper, which he il- 
lustratcd with slides taken wi th  Kodak’s 
EXR extended range ncgative films. Both 
35mm and l6mm demonstration films 
shot by cinematographcrs from around 
the world gavc evidence of the dramatic 
changes in Eastrniin motion-picture film 
capabilitics ovcr the years. To conclude 
the program, Arthur Florack, Listman 
Kodak Co., showed a split-scrccn dcmon- 
stration that comparcd the new EXR 
films to the current linc of Eastman nega- 
tive films. ~ Roger Salles (Secretary/ 
Trcasurer), Geocam. 

Pacific Northwest, March 9,1989 - D- I 
and D-2 digital standards and test signals 
were discusscd at the March mccting of 
the Pacific Northwcst Section, attcndcd 
by 18 peoplc. Scott Davidson and Rex 
Fcrbrache. both of Tcktronix, outlined thc 
limitations of A / D  convcrsion and cov- 
crcd the basic concepts of 11-2 and 4:2:2 
families of digital standards. Thcy also 
spokc about the changcs associated with 
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testing analog and digital interfaces. 
Kcith Coor (Program Coordinator), 
K I RO-7’V. 

Philadelphia, December 6, 1988 - Basic 
operating principles of MI1 and Supcr- 
VHS formats wcre discussed at the Phila- 
delphia Section’s I)eccmber meeting, held 
at the studios of WPHL. Stephen Martin, 
JVC Pro Products, gavc an ovcrvicw and 
equipment demonstration of‘ the MI1 rc- 
cording format. Glcn Conn, JVC, dcmon- 
stratcd the S-VHS format, as well as in- 
t c r fo r ni a t cd it i n g a n d t ran  scod in g 
between I/4-in. ll-matic, VHS, MII, and 
S-VHS. Thc spcakcrs explained to thc au- 
dience of 60 how the new formats could 
easily be intcgratcd into cxisting facilittcs 
and showed a visual example of the im- 
prcssivc picturc quality dclivcrcd by thcsc 
new formats. ~ Jim Izydorczyk (Chair- 
man), Sigma Elcctronics, Inc. 

Philadelphia, January 10, 1989 - Fifty 
people listened to Quentin R. Nclson, 
Magni Systcms, discuss component video 
testing and measurement at the Philadcl- 
phia Scction’s January meeting. Nelson 
explained the specialized test signals that 
could bc gcncratcd and displayed by his 
firm’s equipment. These specialized sig- 
nals arc rcquircd to satisfy the unique 
needs of component vidco cquipmcnt. A 
hands-on equipment demonstration fol- 
lowed thc technical presentation. ~ Jim 
Izydorczyk (Chairman), Sigma Elcctron- 
ics, Inc. 

Rochester, February 22, 1989 - A pro- 
gram called “H DTV: Perception vs. Rca- 
lity” was jointly presented by thc Rochcs- 
tcr Section and the International Muscum 
of Photography at thc Fcbruary meeting. 
Larry Thorpe, Sony Corp., discusscd the 
separation of 1 IDTV production and 
transmission issues and reviewcd thc cur- 
rent status of HDTV production equip- 
rncnt. 

Barry Rebo, Kebo I ligh Definition Stu- 
dio, related his practical cxpcricncc i n  
producing a variety of programming wi th  
1 I25/60 equipment. Hc illustratcd his 
prcscntation with videotapes of his award- 
winning work. Thc high-dcfioition vidco 
was projcctcd on a 120-in. diagonal 
screen. 

This was the first opportunity for many 
of the I50 attendccs to scc HDTV. After 
thcir talks, Thorpe and Rebo fielded ques- 
tions on both the technical and crcativc 
aspccts of this medium. 

Another presentation, part of the mu- 
seum’s Uryden Lecture Scrics, includcd a 
general ovcrview of HDTV by Thorpe and 
a discussion of the crcativc rncrits of 
HDTV by Rebo. Kebo showed the pre- 
miere of his latest HDTV production, 
New York Town, which has spectacular 
cinematography shot in, around, and 
abovc Ncw York City. The Lecture Series 
was attended by an additional 300 people. 
~ Glcnn Kennel (Past Chairman), East- 
man Kodak Co. 

Toronto, February 14, 1989 - The tcch- 
nical progress of lmax was the subject of 
thc Toronto Section’s Fcbruary meeting, 
held at  Cinesphere, the only theater in 
Toronto that can acconiniodatc the Imax 
format. William C. Shaw, Imax Systems 
Corp., showcd a scrics of 3Sinni slides 
illustrating lmax and Omnirnax formats 
wi th  comparisons to common projcction 
formats in  theater and noncommercial op- 
erations. Hc showcd and described several 
locations, including expos and world’s 
fairs, and thc unique theater designs each 
rcquired. 

Shaw discussed the “Rolling Loop” 
incchanism ~ the heart of the Imax sys- 
tctn for which he has received several 
awards. Hc explained how lrnax over- 
canic the problems of illuminating thc 
hugc format; the current Imax projcctor 
delivers 10 fL as comparcd to thc 3 fL 
dclivcrcd by earlier equipment. Shaw also 
explained that sound was a major concern 
becausc his company was of the opinion 
that quality sound was intcgral to ;I quali- 
ty prcscntation. t lence six-channel sound 
with programmablc phasing and cross- 
overs was developed by Sonics Associates. 
lmax has their own photoguard facility, 
which can screen a print 3000 timcs with- 
out its showing obvious defects. Shaw ran 
an 8-min. 3Smm film called Trunsisi- 
lions, which showed the developrncnt of 
three-dimensional I max. 

Digital sound was the final topic of the 
evening. Thc Imax feature film Hecrrtlutid 
was recorded digitally by Mastcrs Work- 
shop. Although thc Cinesphere theater 
could not reproduce it digitally, the purity 
and clarity of the sound track was supcrb. 
One of the advantages of digital sound, 
according to Shaw, is that i t  cannot bc 
dcgradcd by generations of mixing. 
Stephen Cook (Sccretary/Treasurer), 
consultant. 
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