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A digital effects system, c;illcd thc A I W  
100, is available froin Ampex Corp.. 40 I 
Broadway, I<cdwood ( ' i ty ,  C'A 94063- 
3 199. I t  is intended for s m a l l  brodcast .  
post-production. and corporate vidco fa- 
cilities and delivers high-end picture qual- 
ity, artifact-free comi)ress"iori/cxp~insion 
i n  two-dimension or optional three-di- 
mension. Likeother A D O  units. thc ADO 
100 can bc used as an effects dcvicc or ;is a 
tool to invisibly clean UP problems th:it  
occur during production. Whcn used wi th  

the Ampcx Vista switcher. the A D O  I00 
can be oper;itcd from the  Vista control 
panel. The intcgriitcd package produces ;I 
separate range of effects: wiping and kFy- 
ing insidc the ADO image, combination 
wipe/pull page turns. rcsizing and flying 
chrorna keys, or new pattern wipes. 

The basic two-dimensional systcrn can 
be upgraded t o  full  three-dimensional per- 
spective. A varicty of system options will 
be offcrcd in the future. 

Also new rrom Anipcx is the DST-300 
family of digital signal translators. The 
tr;inslators digitally convert vidco scg- 
incnts produced i n  the component digital 
don1 :I i n t o  corn posi t c dig i 1 a I v id co wit hou t 
irnagc dcgrndation. Thcy bridge 11-2 ays- 
tenis wi th  equipment t h a t  can accept or 
output 4:2:2 component digital signah. 

A CCD ciltnera, from Sony Corp. o f  
America, 9 West 57th St., New York, N Y  
I001 9, can capture color imagcs in virtual 
darkness through the useof image intcnsi- 
riers. Although image intensifying is not :I 

new concept, its use had previously rcsult- 
ed i n  bulky cameras that were hard to 
operate. The BVP-7000 camera has ;I hor- 
izontal resolution of 370 lines wi th  almost 
n o  lag and a signal-to-noisc ratio of 59 d B .  

Sony H VI'-7000 C Y ' D  critmv-ci 

I t  can be used wi th  ;I fk1~lc:llTl SP recorder 
t o  I'unction ;IS ;i camcorder. 

Also ncw from Sony is the BVP-70 
(Y'I) camera. I t  retains thecharacteristics 
of its predecessor, the RVP-7, but uses the 
frame interline transfer chip array which 
eliminates vertical smear. By immediately 
transfcrring chargcs a t  high speed from 
the sensor registers t o  sccond storage ar- 
rays, the fr;lmc interline system leaves al- 
most no time for any build-up of contanii- 
nation that would normally result i n  verti- 
cal smear. This ability to handle intense 
highlights m;ikcs the BVP-70 suitable for 
applications whcrc lighting conditions can 
vary from extreme darkness to brightness. 
I t  can be coupled with a Betacam S P  vid- 
eotape recorder for camcorder use. This 
canicra contains a newly developed micro- 
phone that is highly resistant to vibration. 
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HAVE 
VOU 

We set out to design a Matte Box 
that would fit any cameraflens 
combination without the need for 
expensive adapters. We gave each 
4x4 stage independent rotation and 
slide. And we made the stages 
modular so you could use any 
number of filters. We provided a 
flexible light-trap ring that also 
holds and rotates 4 %  " round filters. 

The  GeocamTM was designed to be 
the ultimate 4x4 Production Matte 
Box. And now you can also use it 
hand-held. The ENG Bracket 
will fit any video camera, clamping 
securely to the existing handle. A 
levelling feature compensates for 
curved handles, and an adjustable- 
balance handle on the ENG Bracket 
makes the whole rig easy to carry. 
You can also attach a sungun-up 
front and away from the camera to 
better illuminate your subject and 
protect your electronics from 
damaging heat. So go ahead, have 
your cake- 

GEOCAM'" 
Gcocam Corp. 

ltlcphone. LOLh72 2223 FAX 201-672-2414 
P.O. ROX 704. orange, NJ u7om 

Hitachi SK-F700 siudiolfield camera 

A studio/field camera, the SK-F700, has 
been introduced by Hitachi Denshi Amer- 
ica, Ltd., 175 Crossways Park West, 
Woodbury, NY 11797. The camera con- 
tains a %-in. 400,000 pixel CCD and hori- 
zontal resolution of 700 television lines. A 
built-in linear matrix-masking amplifier 
ensures high-fidelity color rendition. 
There is also a six-speed, built-in clectron- 
ic shutter. The camera can be remotely 
controlled from as far as 2400 m from the 
base station using HGB triax. 

Also new from Hitachi is the SK-FI 
CCD camera. The camera uses frame in-  
terline transfer (FIT) technology and has 
a horizontal resolution of 650 television 
lines and virtually no smear. The light- 
weight camera is dockable and compati- 
ble with all of the manufacturer's S K  
Computacam systems. It is designed for 
both multicore and triax operation and 
functions as a rccording camera, a stand- 
alone unit, or a remote electronic ficld 
production system. 

Ampex Corp.*s CVK-300 camcorder 

Two video recorders have been introduccd 
by Ampex Corp., 401 Broadway, Red- 
wood City, CA 94063-3 199. The Betacam 
S P  CVR-300 onc-piece camcorder weighs 
just over 15 Ib, including battery and cas- 
sette, and has a resolution of 670 telcvision 
lines. The one-piece design eliminates the 
main harness connection betwecn the 
camera and the videotape recorder. CCD 
sensors are bonded dircctly to the prism 
block for a permanently aligned, shock- 
resistant systcm. They eliminate lag, 
burn-in, and microphone noise and arc not 
affected by outside magnetic or electrical 
interfcrence. The camcorder accepts cas- 
settes up to 30 min long; a rechargcablc 
battery provides up to 55 min of continu- 
ous operation. 

Also new from Ampex is the CVC-70 
high-resolution camera. The CVC-70 gen- 
erates picturcs with 700 lines of resolution 
for studioquality indoorsor out. An inter- 
line transfer CCD microchip produces 

420,000 pixels. A sensor absorbs undcsir- 
ablc electronic charges on the chip's sur- 
Pace that causedark currcnt. As a result. it 
produces low dark current, reduced fixed 
pattern noise, and a high SNK. The cam- 
era automatically adjusts for high-bright- 
ness, high-contrast sccnes; no registration 
adjustment is nceded. The CVC-70 has an 
electronic shutter; sclcctable shut tcr  
spccds range from '/100 to ' /2000 SCC. Avail- 
able options are a 19-in. rack-mountable 
camera contol, S in .  studio viewfinder, 
camera adapter, hand rcmotc control, and 
a variety of batteries and cascs. 

Barco Industries broadcast monitor 

A line of intelligent color broadcast moni- 
tors, the CVS series, from Rarco Indus- 
tries, Inc., 472 Amhcrst St., Nashua, NH 
03063, incorporates a microprocessor that 
controls a11 monitor display paramctcrs 
and functions. The manufacturer has tak- 
cn full advantage of the microprocessor- 
based design by separating the major sys- 
tem components into modular function 
boards for casy maintcnance. The open 
architecture allows for the addition of 
function boards to adapt to future tcch- 
nology; three expansion slots are provided. 
Both monitors acccpt the rnanufacturcr's 
Light Probe, which automatically cali- 
brates display parameters to SMPTE or 
EBU standards in less than one minute. 
Absolute color temperature accuracy and 
stability regardless of picture tubc aging 
or changing cnvironmental conditions is 
also common to both monitors. Up to 48 
CVS series monitors can bc controllcd 
remotcly. 

An audio for video mixer, from For-A 
Corp. of America, Nonantum Office 
Park, 320 Nevada St.,  Ncwton, M A  
02 100, adjusts audio effccts with thc same 
levcl of control with which video effccts 
are produced. Thc AFV-500 mixcr allows 
for keyframe programming of audio 
mixes as well as external control by a 
computerizcd editing system. Program- 
ming is via thc Machine Bus Memory 
System, which has a capacity for storing 
up to 90 configurations. A separate fadcr 
for manual transitions of both channcls is 
provided; auto transitions arc triggercd by 
an extcrnal dcvice through thc standard 
GPI interface. 

With thc AFV-500 the operator can 
program sourcc assignments, levcls, 
equalization, and panning with smooth 
transitions between kcyframcs. The mixcr 
intcrfaces with the company's vidco pro- 
duction switchcrs and can also be used 
with switchcrs from othcr manufacturers. 
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