
The inaugural meeting of the Ital- 
ian Section of the SMPTE was held 
on June 27,1989, at  the Villa Reale in 
Milan. Paolo Zaccarian, consultant, 
welcomed more than 100 members 
and guests from as far away as Sicily 
and outlined the day’s agenda, which 
included five speakers, an open forum 
for discussion with the speakers, vot- 
ing for section officers and managers, 
a buffet lunch, and a closing tea. He 
also read letters of regret from three 
members who could not attend the 
meeting. 

SMPTE President Maurice L. 
French, Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., said he was honored to address 
the inaugural meeting of the first 
SMPTE section in continental Eu- 
rope. He conveyed greetings from the 
officers and the Board of Governors to 
the members of the newly formed sec- 
tion and wished them success in their 
endeavor. French presented pen sets 
to Angelo D’Alessio, Ampex Italia, 
and Past-President M. Carlos Kenne- 
dy, Ampex Corp., for their extraordi- 
nary efforts over the past five years in 
establishing this section. 

French gave a brief history of the 
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Society and described the role its 
members play in today’s world of rap- 
idly changing technology. He spoke 
about the importance of participating 
in the engineering technology com- 

SMPTE President Maurice L. French (right) 
presenting a gift of appreciation to Angelo 
D’Alessio for his efforts in establishing the 
section. 

mittees and the section’s educational 
programs. “The Society’s commit- 
ment to progress means involvement 
on the part of its members,” he said. 

SMPTE Engineering Vice-Presi- 
dent Stanley N. Baron, NBC, Inc., 
spoke about the engineering commit- 
tees’ procedures and processes for cre- 
ating standards. He stressed that 
without the corporate and member 
support of engineering activities, 
there would be no standards or recom- 
mended practices for the industry’s 
use. 

Richard J. Stumpf, Universal City 
Studios, who is an SMPTE Governor 
and chairman of the SMPTE Work- 
ing Group on Electronic Production, 
reviewed the activities of the working 
group and described the current work 
being done in colorimetry, digital 
representation, and the interface of 
HDTV to film. Stumpf spoke about 
the probable effect of high-definition 
television upon program producers 
and emphasized production, post-pro- 
duction, program interchange, con- 
sumer delivery, and electronic cinema. 

Erasmo Lionetti, RAI RadioTe- 
levisione Italia, opened the afternoon 
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READY NOW 
FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF 
CCD CAMERAS. 

FUJINON has created an entire line 
of studio and field lenses that meet 
the highest optical requirements for 
CCD cameras. Not only today's 
most advanced CCD cameras, but 
cameras still in development. 

By working with camera manufac- 
turers, establishing new standards 
for glass materials, building the 
prisms and creating systems to as- 
sure the critically precise placement 
of chips on the prisms, FUJINON 
has been able to achieve perform- 
ance breakthroughs along the 
entire optical path. 

the lowest longitudinal chromatic 
aberration of any studio zoom. 
Results include the most accurate 

TheAl5 x 8 ESM, shown here, has 

color and focus-tracking, higher 
MTF, and sharper corner resolution. 
Its F1.5 maximum aperture is 
absolutely flat from 8mm to 114mm 
(F1.7 at the full 120mm). But this 
is typical of all the FUJINON CCD 
studio and field lenses-A1 8 x 8, 
A20 x 7, A34 x 10, A34 x 20.5, 
A44 x 9.5 and the new A55 x 9.5. * 

Regardless of camera generation, 
there's no gap. Conforming to the 
identical standards, these lenses are 
performance matched for total 
compatibility and interchangeability. 
For more information or a demon- 
stration, call your nearest FUJINON 
location. 
*Except for the A34 x 20.5 ESM, these 2/3" 
format lenses are also available in 1 /2" format. 

FUJINON INC 10 High Poinl Drive Wayne New Jersey 07470 (201)633-5600 
Soulhem 2101 Midway, Sulle'350. Cavolllon,Texas 75006 (214)385-8902 53 5udoW 

Mldweslern 3 N. 125 Sprhgvale, West Chlcago, Ill. 60185 (312)231-7888 
Western 129 E. Savarona Way, Carson, California 90746 (213)532-2661 FUJINON A wbsidtary 01 Fuji P ~ I O  opncai CO. Lid. 







Sectlon Chairman Paolo Zaccarlan (right) recelvlng a plaque from Maurice L. French commem& 
rating the Italian Sectlon’s Inaugural meeting. 

The day’s speakers at a panel discussion after the presentations. 

The new officers of the Italian Section: Chairman Paolo Zaccarlan; Secretary/Treasurer Angelo 
D’Alesslo; Managers Erasmo Llonetti, Antonio Appierto, Manllo Cruclattl, Alberto Sciarretta, 
Antonio Balsamo. and Gabrlele Berto. 

session with an overview, “New Tech- 
nology Worldwide: Today and in the 
Future.” He spoke about what the 
new technology will mean to the Ital- 
ian broadcaster and to the future of 
the electronic cinema in Italy. He 
concluded that the strength of the mo- 
tion-picture and television industry in 
Italy will come from people partici- 
pating in the committees of the stan- 
dards-making organizations, such as 
the SMPTE, EBU, and the CCIR. 

M. Assalini, Italian Broadcasting 
Assoc ia t ion ,  a l so  s t ressed  t h e  
strengths that will be produced by the 
joint efforts of groups representing 
the engineering community’s inter- 
ests, particularly in this time of rapid- 
ly expanding technology, with the 
flourishing of new and de facto stan- 
dards. 

Valerio Lazarov, Videotime, spoke 
about his experience in television pro- 
duction. He discussed the history of 
special effects used in television pro- 
duction and post-production. There 
was a lively question-and-answer ses- 
sion between the audience and the 
speakers. 

SMPTE International ‘Governor 
Robert Van der Leeden, Ampex En- 
gland, reviewed the functions of the 
chairman, secretary/treasurer, and 
the managers. He explained that 
three managers would be elected for 
one-year terms and three would be 
elected for two-year terms, thus en- 
suring an overlap each year. The vot- 
ing was by a show of hands; the next 
formal election will be by letter ballot. 

Paolo Zaccarian was elected Ital- 
i an  Sect ion cha i rman ;  Angelo 
D’Alessio, secretary/treasurer. Cho- 
sen to serve one-year terms as section 
managers were Erasmo Lionetti, An- 
tonio Appierto (Centro Sperimentale 
di Cinema), and Manlio Cruciatti (Vid- 
eo Time, S.p.A.). Alberto Sciaretta 
(consul tant) ,  Antonio Balsamo 
(S.B.P.), and Gabriele Berto (Im- 
pianti Television) will serve two-year 
terms as section managers. Maurice 
French presented a plaque to Zaccar- 
ian to commemorate the event. 

In addition to the members from 
Italy, and those persons previously 
named, other attendees included For- 
mer President Charles Anderson 
(Snell and Wilcox) and Executive Di- 
rector Lynette Robinson. 

The following sponsors supported 
the meeting: BLT, JVC, Ampex, 
CVE, Fumeo, Monitor, Avites, and 
the Milan City Council. 

- Lynette Robinson 
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When all else fds-eyeball it. 
BY R. “SKIP” FOOTE 

I remember it as if it happened yester- 
day. Judy and I were at Silverio’s. The 
waiter had just put down a plate of red 
snapper and was pouring some more 
P o d y  Fuiss6. 

goes off. Perfect. 

Seems h s  big rock star had done a 
swan dive into the audience thinking 
his adoring fans would catch him. He 
came down on an empty seat instead. 
Broken nose, bruises, that kind of 
thing. About two hundred screaming 
teenagers were surrounding the hospi- 
tal entrance demanding to see him. 

The station had a 
remote crew on 
its way but they 
had been shooting 
all day and were 
down to their 
last cassette. 

And then, bingo, my pocket pager 

As I threaded my way around 

Luckil~ I had a 
tables to the phone, I had to chuckle. 
These people thought I was a doctor 
about to save a life. If they only knew 
I was a Fuji videotape sales rep. 

As I was about to learn, the hospi- 
tal was where I was going in any case. 

My client, aTV station, was in 
a panic. There was some kind of riot 
going on over at Mercy Hospital. 

dozen Fuji Betacam SP blanks in my 
car trunk and I was on my way. The 
snapper would have to wait. 

As I approached the hospital, I 
could see barricades and a half dozen 
police vehicles. One of the officers 
waved me down another street. I told 
him this was an emergency. I had 
videotape for the television crm. 



He gave me one of those expres- 
sions that cops are famous for. Then he 
said I had thirty seconds to get out of 
his sight. I got the hint. 

next to the garbage container. A corru- 
gated box with a huge red sticker on it 
reading “Emergency. Human Eyes.” 

I got all twelve cassettes into the 
box and headed straight for the barri- 
cades. Two of the officers escorted 
me through the crowd right up to the 
front door. I told them I could take it 
from there. 

pay the check. I told the table next to 
us that the patient was doing just fine. 

What to do. 
On foot this time, with the tape 

under my arm I challenged another 
officer. Nothing doing. I said I would 
see that he got six Fuji VHS cassettes 
for himself, if I could just get through. 
He mumbled something about brib- 
ery and I backed off. 

Then I thought 
for a minute that 
maybe with a run- 
ning start I could 
just heave the box 
overthe crowd 
and reach the van. 
Fat chance, it was 
well over 100 feet away. 

to get that tape in there. 

the back of the hospital. 

I got back to Sdverio’s just in time to 

We got home and watched the late 
news. There it was. The rock star was 
making an appearance at the window. 
His fans were going wild-and it was 
all there on my videotape. 

I was going to need a Trojan horse 

I started walking around toward 

All of a sudden, there it was, sitting I began to feel it was almost worth it. 

Anewwayof seeing t h g s .  


