
President’s Address and Introductory Speech 

By Maurice L. French 

Distinguished guests, fellow mem- 
bers, ladies and gentlemen, good af- 
ternoon. Welcome to the SMPTE 
24th Annual Television Conference, 
here a t  Lake Buena Vista, part of the 
exciting world of Walt Disney. It is 
my pleasure to ask Jeffrey Friedman, 
editor of the SMPTE Journal, to 
please come forward and receive this 
certificate of recognition for his loyal- 
ty and dedication during 25 years of 
distinguished service. 

Over the past 24 years, the Soci- 
ety’s television conferences have 
gained recognition as the world’s 
leading engineering conference on 
motion-picture and television tech- 
nology. The technical papers being 
presented over the next two days 
promise to continue the high standard 
of excellence. The theme of this con- 
ference, Television, Merging Multi- 
ple Technologies, provides an oppor- 
tunity for recognized experts to 
address timely issues of major signifi- 
cance that I feel sure will provide 
valuable insight for our future. 

On behalf of the Society, I would 
like to thank Program Chairman 
Clyde Smith, Vice-chairman Paul 
Montgomery, and the committee for 
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the excellent technical papers pro- 
gram, and also to thank General Ar- 
rangements Chairman Dave Walters 
and his committee for successfully or- 
ganizing the many local arrange- 
ments that combined serve to result in 
what I believe will be an enjoyable 
and well-planned conference. Chair- 
persons Kay Smith and Nancy Wal- 
ters and their committee are to be 
congratulated for providing an inter- 
esting Spouses Program. The coordi- 
nation and supervision of the Editori- 
al and Conference Vice-presidents 
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and the support work of Headquar- 
ters staff is also much appreciated. 

The Society would also like to 
thank Sony Corp., Disney-MGM 
Studios, Grass Valley Group, Inc., 
Tektronix, Century 111, and Martin 
Marietta Corp. for their sponsorship 
a t  this conference. 

The world is experiencing a time of 
dramatic change, and an integral part 
of this change is the unprecedented 
escalation of image and sound tech- 
nology. As John F. Kennedy once 
said, “Change is the law of life, and 
those who look only to the past or the 
present are certain to miss the future.” 
Continuance of the present progres- 
sive thinking and the affirmative ac- 
tions of the officers and the Board of 
Governors will, I am confident, en- 
sure that our Society will not miss the 
future. We have defined our mission 
and prioritized our objectives. The 
initiatives that have been taken, and 
others that are in progress, will place 
our Society in the “forward mode” as 
we begin 1990 and start a decade that 
will take us to the 21st century. 

To address the changing world 
scene in standardization a task force 
on standards policy is in the process of 
considering present SMPTE policies 
and procedures relative to all its stan- 
dardization activities and all of those 
‘activities as they affect the Society’s 
relationship with other organizations. 
The completion of these recommenda- 
tions is considered a Society priority. 

The future is shaped by those who 
continue to search for and intelligent- 
ly apply knowledge. In our plan for 
the future the Society will enhance its 
efforts in education, and I am pleased 
to announce that John Norris of East- 
man Kodak Co. has been appointed 
Director of Education specifically to 
consider present and future educa- 
tional needs of the membership and 
industry. 

The SMPTE Post-Production Tu- 
torial Seminar sponsored by the Soci- 
ety, held yesterday, further evidences 
our new initiatives in education, so 
important in these times of rapidly 
developing technology and sophisti- 
cated production techniques. 

The Society plans to sponsor simi- 
lar tutorial seminars in major areas. 
Additionally it will be awarding two 
scholarships - one for advanced 
studies in television and one for ad- 
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vanced studies in motion pictures. A 
proposed bursary scheme submitted 
by the Australian Section that ad- 
dresses their special needs is also un- 
der discussion. 

Our sections continue to arrange 
meetings that present papers and fa- 
cilitate discussions of high standard. 
Where support is available, sections 
are using satellite communication to 
teleconference special meetings to 
reach distant members. The very suc- 
cessful Sound & Vision Conference in 
Australia again will take place this 
year. If present activities are any indi- 
cation, the future of our sections is one 
of continued progress. 

Our national conferences are suc- 
cessful, but the officers and Board of 
Governors are not complacent. We 
recognize the competitive climate and 
the complexities of large conferences 
and exhibitions, and we are making a 
concerted effort to ensure our contin- 
ued success. Television and motion 
pictures are world communicating 
media, and as such the international 
scope of our actions is most important 
to our future success. The Society 
provided opportunities for its interna- 
tional members to meet during the 
British Kinematograph Sound and 
Television Society (BKSTS) confer- 
ence in London, England, and also at 
the Television Symposium in Mon- 
treux, Switzerland. Similar opportu- 
nities will be provided in the future. 

In addition to our new Italian Sec- 
tion, the Soviet members continue to 
maintain an interest in forming a sec- 
tion, and there is a good possibility 
that a Nordic Section will be formed 
later this spring. 

It has been said that “plans get you 
into things, but you have got to work 
your way out,” and the measure of our 
success will be directly proportional 
to the active participation of the 
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membership and the continued sup- 
port received from industry. Together 
let’s make our future happen. 

It is now my pleasure to introduce 
today’s guest speaker, Mr. Guy Gou- 
geon, vice-president, engineering, 
Canad ian  Broadcas t ing  Corp .  
(CBC). 

Mr. Gougeon joined the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. in 1962 and was 
appointed vice-president, engineer- 
ing, in January 1982. Among his 
functions, he is responsible for all 
CBC policies related to engineering 
and technology, for the planning and 
implementation of building, cover- 
age, distribution, and production fa- 
cilities projects. He is also responsible 
for the operation and maintenance of 
the distribution systems, real proper- 
ty management, and real estate activ- 
ities of the CBC. In 1986, Mr. Gou- 
geon was appointed chairman of the 
Executive Committee responsible for 
the development of the Toronto 

Broadcast Centre. 
Mr. Gougeon has been a member of 

the Board of Directors of Telesat 
Canada since 1983. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Broadcast Technologies 
Research Advisory Board of the Fed- 
eral Department of Communications. 
He is a member of the SMPTE and 
was granted the Society’s Presidential 
Proclamation in November 1986. 

During his career with the CBC, 
Guy Gougeon represented Canada at  
several symposia and international 
meetings, where he has made major 
presentations on the CBC’s leading 
role in satellite communication and 
new technologies. 

Born in Montreal in August 1938, 
Gougeon graduated from McGill 
University in 1962 with a B.Sc. de- 
gree in electronics engineering. 

Guy’s topic today is “Broadcast- 
ing - Orchestrating the Future.” 
Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. Guy 
Gougeon. 

The allday tutorial, attended by nearly 200 people, focused on post-production techniques. 
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