Honors and Awards

The Society presents a number of awards each year, in recognition of outstanding achievement.
The Annual Honors and Awards Ceremony will be held on Wednesday, November 12, 2003, dur-

ing the 145th Technical Conference and Exhibition.

The SMPTE Progress Medal Award

The purpose of the Progress Medal is to honor an individual by
recognizing outstanding technical contributions to the progress
of engineering phases of the motion picture and/or television
industries.

This year’s recipient is Stanley N. Baron for his out-
standing contributions to digital television and to world-
wide digital television standards. Baron has well over 30
years of experience in the design and development of
digital television systems. His work has been widely rec-
ognized by bodies such as the NAB, the IBC, and the
New York Academy of Science. Baron served as
Chairman of the ATSC T3 Technology Group and
Chairman of ITU-R Task Group 11/3. In 2001, he
received the |IEEE Charles Proteus Steinmetz Award for
his “significant contributions to the development of
national and international standards for DTV.”

Baron is a Fellow of SMPTE, a Fellow of IEEE, a
Fellow of the BKSTS, and a Fellow of the Royal
Television Society. He served as President of SMPTE
(1995-96) and as SMPTE Engineering Vice-President
(1988-1991).

The Eastman Kodak Gold Medal Award

The purpose of this award is to honor the recipient by recogniz-
ing outstanding contributions, which lead to new or unique edu-
cational programs utilizing motion pictures, television, high-
speed and instrumentation photography, or other photography
sciences. The award recognizes developments in equipment,
systems, or instructional applications, which result in advancing
the educational process at any or all levels.

This year’s recipient, George Spiro Dibie, started his
career shooting documentaries and educational films. By
the mid 70s he shot over 50 MOWSs/90 minutes. His first
multicamera film show was Buffalo Bill. Other credits for
television and pilots include Barney Miller, Murphy Brown
(pilot), Driving Miss Daisy (pilot), Room for Two, My
Sister Sam, Night Court, Head of the Class (pilot), Sister
Sister, Growing Pains, and many more. Dibie has earned
6 Emmy’s and received 11 nominations. He was the first
person to be inducted into the Showbiz Hall of Fame and
is the first to serve as the National President of the
International Cinematographers Guild, Local 600 IATSE.

Dibie is a Board Member of the SMPTE Foundation
and serves on the Board of Governors of the American
Society of Cinematographers. He is a member of the
Television Academy and has served on Education,
Outreach, and Awards committees.

The Fuji Gold Medal Award

The purpose of this award is to honor the recipient by recogniz-
ing outstanding engineering achievements in the design and
development of new or enhanced techniques and/or equipment
that have contributed significantly to the advancement of photo-
graphic or electronic image origination.

Selection of the recipient has not yet been finalized.

The Journal Award

This award is presented to the author(s) of the most outstand-
ing paper originally published in the Journal of the Society dur-
ing the preceding calendar year. In addition, up to two Journal
Certificates of Merit are awarded for the next highest rated
paper(s) appearing in the Journal in the preceding calendar
year.

This year’s Journal Award will be presented to Roger R.
A. Morton, Michelle A. Maurer, and Christopher L.
Dumont for their paper, “Assessing the Quality of Motion
Picture Systems from Scene-to-Digital Data,” published
in the the Feb./March 2002 issue of the Journal.

Roger R. A. Morton is a research fellow at Eastman
Kodak Co., currently working on system optimization of
cinema and television systems—from scene to screen.
Morton has recently developed a method to predict one
type of artifact in digital motion picture systems. To fur-
ther aid in the understanding of digital artifacts, he has
classified 11 other artifact types. His work on algorithms
for image analysis, and methods for objectively compar-
ing motion picture systems across different technologies
is widely recognized. He has also made significant con-
tributions to digital copiers, digital three-dimensional
printing and display, and automatic audio equalization.

Morton has authored 22 published scientific works,
including those in the 2002 and 2003 SMPTE Journal.

Michelle A. Maurer is an image science R&D engi-
neer at Kodak, currently assigned as project leader for
the image enhancement program. During her 12 years at
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Kodak, she has been involved in the design of new films
using computer simulation. Maurer has contributed to the
creation of Kodak’s SFX200 film, as well as the Vision
and Vision Premier print films. Among her many investi-
gations, she has assessed the impact and interrelation-
ship of contrast and film sharpness for motion picture
films. She has also been extensively involved in assess-
ments by customers of Kodak products.

Christopher L. DuMont is a R&D manager for enter-
tainment imaging, image science, and systems engineer-
ing at Kodak. He has worked in motion picture systems
studies for the last 14 years, developing new negative,
intermediate, hybrid, and digital products for use in the
motion picture industry. His most recent contribution has
been a systems design for the new Kodak Vision2 500T
color negative film. DuMont has authored and presented
at numerous SMPTE conferences and holds seven
patents in the imaging science field for Kodak. He is a
SMPTE Fellow.

Journal Certificates of Merit will be presented to Leonard
J. Reder and Michael Farris, for “A Tour up the Gray
Scale Vector of the RGB Color Cube: How Computer
Graphics Color Spaces Relate to Digital Video Color
Difference Space,” published in the July/August 2002
issue of the Journal and David Bancroft, for “A Very
High Bit Rate Data Recorder,” published in the October
2002 issue.

Leonard Reder is with the Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
California Institute of Technology, where he currently
leads the development of astronomical interferometer
sequencing software and is involved with image feature
detection algorithms. His interests include realtime image
and DSP processing for scientific instrumentation, video
and film post-production technologies, and software
development techniques. He has developed infrastruc-
ture applications for integrating nonlinear editing sys-
tems, film recorders, and a screening room into the pro-
duction process for Warner Bros.

Reder has served on the SMPTE Working Group on
Editorial Procedures and Practices. He is also a member
of the IEEE Signal Processing Society.

Michael Farris serves as corporate senior scientist at
Areté Associates, where he has led efforts in a wide vari-
ety of technical areas, including the development of
advanced physics-based simulation and signal-process-
ing software. His interests include artificial intelligence,
pattern recognition, digital signal processing, and infor-
mation theory. Farris holds M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in
geophysics and space physics from the University of
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California, Los Angeles, and a B.S. in physics from the
University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh.

David Bancroft is manager, advanced technology, at
Thomson multimedia. He advises product developers in
the Film Imaging group in Germany and the Camera
group in the Netherlands, and provides guidance on
technology directions and opportunities in new applica-
tions, such as digital cinematography and digital interme-
diate post-production. He also represents Thomson in
standardization activities at SMPTE and 1SO. Bancroft
supports these development activities with technical
papers at conferences and in journals. He has received
several awards including the SMPTE Journal Award in
2001. He is a SMPTE Fellow, a Fellow of the Royal
Television Society, and a member of BKSTS and IEEE.

The Presidential Proclamation

The purpose of this award is to recognize individuals of estab-
lished and outstanding status and reputation in the motion pic-
ture and television industries worldwide.

This year’s recipient, Masura “Mac” Jibiki, retired from
Fuji Photo Film Co. in 2003, after a 37-year tenure. He
contributed significantly to building new film stocks such
as the industry’s first high-speed color negative, Fuji
500T speed product. Jibiki held numerous positions at
Fuji in both the U.S. and Japan. In the U.S., he worked
as sole North American technical manager, where he
was responsible for handling customer concerns and
testing new film products. He was also the chief liaison
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between the manufacturing facility and end users. In
Japan, he worked on the F-Series of color-negative film
products that were introduced in the late 1980s. Jibiki
has served on SMPTE Standards committees and the
Fuji Gold Medal Award committee.

The David Sarnoff Medal Award

The purpose of this award is to honor the recipient by recogniz-
ing outstanding contributions in the development of new tech-
niques or equipment, which have contributed to the improve-
ment of the engineering phases of television, including theater
television.

Selection of the recipient has not yet been finalized.

The Technicolor/Herbert T. Kaimus Gold
Medal Award

This award is given for recognition of outstanding contributions
in the development of color films, processing techniques, or
equipment useful in making color motion pictures for theater or
television use.

This year’s recipient is Thomas G. Wallis. Wallis has
had a career at Kodak for 27 years, where most of his
work has been devoted to R&D related to the entertain-
ment imaging industry, with roles including photographic
scientist, project leader, lab head, division director, and
CTO. His initial major contribution was designing the
research prototype of what would become Kodak’s first
E.l. 200-speed negative film. Before his retirement this
spring, his last major contribution came via the Kodak
Entertainment Imaging team, which introduced the

Kodak Vision2 film portfolio. His awards include SMPTE
and Kodak’s Leadership Excellence Award.

The Samuel L. Warner Memorial Medal
Award

This award honors the individual by recognizing outstanding
contributions in the design and development of new and
improved methods and/or apparatus for sound-on-film motion
pictures, including any step in the process.

This year’s recipient is Howard J. Flemming, an engi-
neering manager at Deluxe Film Laboratories Inc.
Flemming develops advanced techniques for screening-
room and quality-control of multiformat sound-on-film
presentations. For over four years, he was responsible
for worldwide film laboratory training, R&D development,
and support at Sony Cinema Products Corp. He defined
the eight-channel motion picture sound format, Sony
Dynamic Digital Sound (SDDS) film physics, which is the
basis of all SDDS Film QC standards.

Flemming also made major contributions to the devel-
opment of Cinema Digital Sound (CDS) technology and
received a certificate of appreciation from the Academy
in 1991 for his contributions to the CDS system. He also
received a Scientific and Technical Academy Award in
1995, for pioineering work in motion picture sound.

The James Leitch Gold Medal Award

This award is given for recognition of outstanding contributions
in the application of digital technology to the motion imaging
arts and sciences. The award shall recognize developments in
software, equipment, systems, or the standardization of tech-
nology involved in the acquisition, processing, or distribution of
sound and images related to motion imaging.

John Lowry, this year’s recipient, has been working with
motion picture and television images for 52 years.
Lowry’s primary focus has been the design and develop-
ment of digital image processing systems to improve the
quality of motion picture images. Since 1998, he has
been at the forefront of computer-based image process-
ing for film restoration with Lowry Digital Images, a com-
pany he founded, which has restored more than 70
major motion pictures. In 1971, he designed the Image
Transform system that was used to clean-up and
enhance the live television pictures from the moon during
the Apollo 16 and Apollo 17 lunar landings. In 1988, he
developed one of the first multimedia CD-ROM projects,
and helped pave the way for millions of children to learn
to read using his CD-ROM software.

Lowry holds numerous patents on motion image pro-
cessing technology and is a Life Fellow of SMPTE.
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