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The Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers (SMPTE) is proud to serve an 
incredibly talented group of individuals—remarkable people such as you, with great minds 
who work tirelessly to bring achievement and advancement in the motion imaging industry.

SMPTE members individually, and collectively through sustaining membership, look to SMPTE 
for service sometimes for different reasons. For example, approximately 15% of our individual 
members are involved in developing industry standards, approximately 25-30% regularly attend 
national and international conferences and events, and nearly all of you turn to the Society for 
information purposes to keep yourselves current on technical information in the industry. As a 
result of diverse needs, new member benefits are continually being evaluated. 

I am pleased to inform you about one new benefit that is now available: The SMPTE Professional 
Development Academy (SMPTE PDA). SMPTE PDA is intended to provide opportunities to learn 
about and share knowledge regarding motion imaging and related technologies. The ultimate 
goal is to provide members with the opportunity for learning at their convenience. SMPTE PDA 
will begin with web-based seminars (live and recorded) in January. The recorded sessions will 
be PDA and video iPod-compatible to offer our membership an anywhere/anytime component 
to learning opportunities. Many thanks to sponsors Canon and Insight Media for their support 
since it takes new resources to offer new member benefits. 

The SMPTE Motion Imaging Journal is the number one rated benefit for Society members—and 
this year, you will see additional gradual changes. You will continue to receive the world-class 
technical papers written by motion imaging technology leaders from around the globe to which 
you have become accustomed. However, you will also receive technical tutorials, articles from 
guest authors, featured technical papers, and increased updates on SMPTE Standards. 

Our flagship, the SMPTE Standards program, continues to serve the industry by facilitating the 
essential development of industry standards. Thirty-three (33) documents were published in 
2007, including the first standard for Ultra High Definition Television as proposed by NHK of 
Japan. There also was high activity in the area of Digital Cinema; as this exciting new technology 
moves from experimental to mainstream. We published six new documents in 2007 (for a 
total of 17), and more are in the pipeline. An enormous number of volunteer hours have been 
contributed to this effort, and the continued participation of all the stakeholders means that the 
rapid penetration of digital cinema is supported by a solid base of standards, recommended 
practices, and engineering guidelines to ensure interoperability and reliability. In the year ahead, 
SMPTE will undertake more vital work that will be visible throughout the world (read more in this 
issue about SMPTE’s work with the European Broadcasting Union on timing and synchronization 
for the digital age in the article by SMPTE’s director of engineering, Peter Symes). Also, January 
1st saw a changing of the guard in standards leadership. Wendy Aylsworth of Warner Bros. 
succeeds Gavin Schutz of Azcar as Engineering Vice President of the Society. We welcome 
Wendy, whose expertise and energy will ensure that the standards program continues to highlight 
SMPTE to the global community.

The SMPTE Board of Governors under the leadership of the Society’s President, Bob Kisor, has 
outlined the objectives for the coming year. As a result, the New Year brings the promise of 
opportunity and SMPTE is committed to expanding the number of opportunities SMPTE members 
have to learn and grow. So, please join us as we work to become a greater resource. And if you’re 
not a SMPTE member and are reading your colleague’s journal, I invite you to join the Society—
get involved in a SMPTE Section—and take advantage of our exclusive member benefits. 

Standards, industry-specific peer-reviewed technology information and career development for 
professionals—three dynamic dimensions…one leading Society…one brand new year. Let’s 
make it a great one!

Message from the Executive Director
Kimberly Maki

A New Year of Service to the Industry

M
essa

g
e fr

om


 th
e EXEC

U
TIVE D

IR
EC

TO
R



�      SMPTE Motion Imaging Journal	 January/February 2008

OFFICERS
President,  

2007-08 
Robert B. Kisor 
Paramount Pictures Corp.  

Executive VICE PRESIDENT, 
2007-08 
Kenneth C. Fuller 
AZCAR Technologies

Past President,  
2007-08 
Edward P. Hobson 
National TeleConsultants, Inc. 

Engineering VICE PRESIDENT, 
2008-09 
Wendy Aylsworth 
Warner Bros.

Editorial Vice President,  
2007-08 
Peter Ludé 
Sony Electronics, Inc.

Financial Vice President,  
2007-08 
Robert P. Seidel 
CBS Television Network

Conference Vice President, 
2008-09 
John A. Luff 
HD Consulting

SECTIONS VICE PRESIDENT,  
2008-09 
J. David Siegler 
WSOC TV

SECRETARY/TREASURER,  
2007-08 
J. David Walters 
Omneon Video Networks

DIRECTORS ‘08
	 TBA

 
Executive Director 
Kimberly Maki 
SMPTE Headquarters

GOVERNORS
Canadian Region 

Paul Stechly, 2008-09 
Applied Electronics 
Bradley M. Fortner, 2007-2008 
Ryerson Polytechnic University

Central Region 
W. Wallace Murray, 2007-08 
SBC/Midwest

Eastern Region 
Graham Jones, 2008-09 
NAB

Hollywood Region 
Patricia Keighley, 2008-09 
David Keighley Prodn.:  
70mm Inc. 
Richard A. Dean, 2007-08 
Lucasfilm/THX 
Beverly M. Pasterczyk, 2007-08 
Eastman Kodak Co.

New York Region 
Raymond Blumenthal, 2008-09 
Listec Video Corp. 
Kenneth R. Hunold, 2007-08 
Dolby Laboratories, Inc.

Southern Region 
Dan Burnett, 2008-09 
Tandberg Television 
Merrick Ackermans, 2007-08 
Turner Broadcasting

Western Region 
Larry Sayer, 2007-08 
Rohde & Schwarz, Inc. 
Patrick Griffis, 2007-08 
Microsoft Corp.

International Region 
Hans Hoffmann, 2008-09 
EBU 
Roderick Snell, 2007-08 
Snell & Wilcox Ltd.

Asia/Australia 
John Maizels, 2008-09 
FOXTEL

SECTION CHAIRS
Atlanta 

T.J. Scott 
Grass Valley Inc.

Australia 
Ward Hansford 
Tandberg Television

Chicago 
W. Wallace Murray (Governor) 
SBC/Midwest

Dallas/Fort Worth 
Donald Dobbs 
NBC 5/KXAS-TV

Detroit 
Charles W. Reti 
Chuck Reti Video Services

Florida/Caribbean 
Merrick Ackermans (Governor) 
Turner Broadcasting

Germany 
Ingo Höntsch 
Institut Fur Rundfunktechnik 
(IRT)

Hollywood 
Richard P. May 
Film Technology Co.

Hong Kong 
Tony Ngai 
Salon Films (HK) Ltd.

Houston 
Bradford C. Breazeale 
The Motion Pixel Co.

Italy 
Franco Visintin 
Consultant

Montreal/Quebec 
Paul Stechly (Governor) 
Applied Electronics

Nashville 
W. Michael Quinn 
DNF Controls, Inc.

New England 
Philip A. Ozek 
Consultant

New York 
Douglas I. Sheer 
DIS Consulting Corp.

Nordic 
Mats Erixon 
Royal Institute of Technology

Ohio 
John R. Owen 
Nextel

Pacific/Northwest 
Stephen Burnside 
Grass Valley Inc.

Philadelphia 
Dave Muckel 
Comcast Spotlight Philadelphia 

Rochester 
Alan Masson 
Eastman Kodak Co. (Retired)

Rocky Mountain 
Brad Torr 
Harris Corp.

Russia 
Valery Ershov 
Cinema & Photo Res. Institute 

Sacramento 
Bob Hudelson 
NVision

San Francisco 
Rick L. Reagan 
RR Consulting

Toronto 
Peter Armstrong 
Magnetic North

SMPTE The Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers  3 Barker Ave.  White Plains, NY 10601

SM
P

TE
 O

FF
IC

ER
S

Grant Allan
Ioan Allen
Harvey Arnold
Jim Babinski
Stanley N. Baron
Al Barton
Sherwin H. Becker
Edward J. Blasko
V. Michael Bove
Wayne Bretl
John F. X. Browne
Patrick Candry
Paul Carey
Dominic Case
Philip Cianci
Andres C. Colpa
Jim DeFilippis
Leroy DeMarsh
Bernard L. Dickens
Michael A. Dolan
Dan Dumarot

Lincoln L. Endelman
Mark Everett
Herbert E. Farmer
John Ferder
John Gallagher
Norbert Gerfelder
Scott Hamilton
Gary G. Hartwick
Paul Hearty
Juergen Heitmann
Hans Hoffmann
Tomlinson Holman
Kees A. S. Immink
Joseph D. Kelly
W. J. Kumeling
Steven Levine
Andrew H. Maltz
Richard Marcus
Alan J. Masson
Donald C. McCroskey
William C. Miller

Rami Mina
Lowell Moulton
Neil Neubert
James E. O’Neal
Ken Parulski
Karl Paulsen
Frederick M. Remley
Bruce C. Ross
Mark Schubin
Edgar A. Schuller
Gavin Schutz
Wes Simpson
Michael Smith
Kevin Stec
Steven A. Stough
Peter D. Symes
Reinhard E. Wagner
Evans Wetmore
Jim Wilkinson
William Y. Zou

BOARD OF EDITORS
Glen Pensinger, Chairman


