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SMPTE Progress Medal Award
The purpose of the Progress Medal is to honor an individual by rec-
ognizing outstanding technical contributions to the progress of en-
gineering phases of the motion picture and/or television industries.

This year’s recipient, Birney Dayton, 
is president and CEO of NVision, Inc. 
Dayton has been an active participant in 
the television industry for 40 years and has 
played a key role in the development of 
widely used equipment and technologies.

In 1989 Dayton co-founded NVision, 
Inc., with the goal of building products 

to support and drive the development of HDTV. In 1998, NVision 
delivered the first large HDTV routing switcher in the industry and 
has continued with other industry-leading products.

Over the past 20 years Dayton has also spent considerable time work-
ing on industry committees, helping to advance the state of the art. 
He was involved in the development of SMPTE analog and digital 
component video standards and was co-chair of the SMPTE High-
Definition Electronic Production working group. Dayton also chaired 
the Systems Analysis working party of the Advisory Committee on 
Advanced Television Service. Currently he chairs the SMPTE 22TV 
Technology Committee. Dayton is a SMPTE Fellow and has served 
two terms as a Governor of the Society. He holds 17 patents.

Eastman Kodak Gold Medal Award
The purpose of this award is to honor the recipient by recogniz-
ing outstanding contributions, which lead to new or unique edu-
cational programs utilizing motion pictures, television, high-speed 
and instrumentation photography, or other photography sciences. 
The award shall recognize developments in equipment, systems, 
or instructional applications, which result in advancing the educa-
tional process at any or all levels.

The 2008 Eastman Kodak Gold Medal 
is awarded to David Master for his 
many contributions, as an animator and 
a teacher, developing long-distance video 
conferencing and online video training 
programs advancing the educational pro-
cess of teaching animation to students of 
all ages.

Master is the founder of ACME Animation, where he currently serves 
as director. From 1994 to 2000, Master was the director of artist de-
velopment and training at Warner Bros. Animation, in California and 
London. Prior to Warner Bros. he was a media, animation, and com-
munications technology teacher at Rowland Unified School District 
for 17 years. Many of his students successfully transitioned to uni-
versity film and media programs, while many others now work in 
professional media careers at all the major studios. Master’s students 
produced over 1,800 films and won more than 900 awards. 

Master has been an advisor to a number of prestigious national com-
missions. He was a founding director of the Los Angeles Student Film 
Festival and presently serves on the Claremont Graduate University 
Board of Visitors. He has received many honors for his work.

Technicolor/Herbert T. Kalmus Gold 
Medal Award 
The purpose of this award is to honor the recipient by recognizing 
outstanding contributions in the development of color films, pro-
cessing, techniques or equipment useful in making color motion 
pictures for theater or television use.

The 2008 Technicolor/Herbert T. Kalmus 
Gold Medal is awarded to Mike Ryan 
for his outstanding contributions to the 
development of color negative film prod-
ucts throughout his 22-year career with 
Kodak, as well as his pioneering work in 
developing the 2-electron sensitization 
technology for motion picture film.

The Society presents a number of awards each year, in recognition of 
outstanding achievement.

The Honors and Awards Ceremony and Reception, will be held on Thursday, October 30, 2008, 
during the Annual Tech Conference and Expo in Hollywood, CA.
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Ryan is currently film technology director for Entertainment Imaging 
at Kodak, where he is responsible for the strategic direction of research 
and development and commercialization projects supporting the color 
and black-and-white motion picture film portfolio. Since joining Kodak 
in 1986, he has been involved in research and development of silver 
halide technologies for consumer, professional, and motion imaging 
applications. Before his current assignment, Ryan’s responsibilities in-
cluded emulsion research and project management for the EXR, Vision, 
Vision2, and Vision3 family of color negative origination films. 

Ryan received an Academy Award of Merit (Oscar Statuette) for Vision2 
Color Negative Films to the Eastman Kodak Co. He holds one patent.

Samuel L. Warner Memorial Medal 
Award
The purpose of this award is to honor the individual by recognizing 
outstanding contributions in the design and development of new 
and improved methods and/or apparatus for sound-on-film mo-
tion pictures, including any step in the process.

Shawn Jones is the 2008 recipient, 
for his many years of innovative work fo-
cused on the optical negative recording 
and multiformat digital mastering. Jones 
has been at the forefront of technology 
with his most recent project accomplish-
ments of a new laser recording system 
and the design and construction of NT 

Audio’s Quality Control Theatre. He is responsible for producing mil-
lions of feet of high-quality recordings comprising hundreds of titles. 
Jones’ work at Sony Electronics helped in the development of the 
SDDS format, and he received a patent for his contributions. 

In 2006, together with other Dye Track Committee members, he was 
awarded an Academy Award of Commendation for their contribu-
tions to the environmentally responsible industry conversion from 
silver-based to cyan dye analog soundtracks. Jones holds a bachelors 
degree from UCLA and is an active member of SMPTE and the Acad-
emy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences (AMPAS).

The Journal Award
This award is presented to the author(s) of the most outstanding 
paper originally published in the Journal of the Society during the 
preceding calendar year. In addition, Journal Certificates of Merit 
are awarded for the next highest rated paper(s) appearing in the 
Journal in the preceding calendar year. 

Richard B. Wheeler and Nestor M. Rodriguez are this year’s Jour-
nal award recipients, for the paper, “The Effect of Single-Sensor CFA 
Captures on Images Intended for Motion Picture and TV Applica-
tions,” published in the October 2007 issue of the SMPTE Motion 
Imaging Journal. 

Richard B. Wheeler is a senior 
principal scientist at Eastman Kodak Co. 
He received a B.S. degree in chemistry 
and systems engineering from the Roch-
ester Institute of Technology. He holds 18 
U.S. patents in camera autofocusing and 
exposure control systems, chemical and 
digital image processing, and image-qual-

ity modeling. He co-authored chapters in the Handbook of Image Qual-
ity: Characterization and Prediction, and has taught various courses on 
this topic. Wheeler’s current work focuses on optimizing the design 
of DI systems for motion picture and television applications.

Nestor M. Rodriguez is a senior 
technical associate at Eastman Kodak, 
having over 30 years of experience in 
both film and hardware imaging technol-
ogy in the company’s research, develop-
ment, manufacturing, and marketing 
organizations. He currently works in 
Kodak’s Entertainment Imaging Division 

R&D group, leading technical teams in the development of digital 
technology/products for motion picture and TV image origination, 
including image science methodology for digital post-production. 
Rodriguez has over 12 patents (or pending). His most recent projects 
included the development of an electronic digital camera/processor 
prototype system in which the images emulated the image capture 
capability/look of camera film and the development of Kodak Vision2 
HD system for digital film. Rodriguez is currently working on image-
processing solutions for the DI workflow. He is the editor and co-
author of the Radiometry and Photometry chapter in the Handbook of 
Photographic Science and Engineering.

Journal Certificate
Journal Certificates of Merit will be presented to Tomlinson Hol-
man for the paper “Cinema Electro-Acoustic Quality Redux,” pub-
lished in the May/June 2007 issue of the Journal; Paul W. Jones 
for the paper, “Efficient JPEG 2000 VBR Compression with True Con-
stant Perceived Quality, published in the July/August 2007 issue 
of the Journal; and Thomas O. Maier, “Color Processing for Digi-
tal Cinema,” Parts 1 to 6, published in the October 2007, Nov/Dec. 
2007, Jan/Feb. 2008, and May/June 2008 issues of the Journal.

Tomlinson Holman is a profes-
sor at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, where he teaches in the School of 
Cinematic Arts and does research in the 
Viterbi School of Engineering. He is also 
a consultant (TMH Corp.) and writes for 
the post-production and consumer elec-
tronics industries. With Audyssey Labo-
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ratories he works on problems of loudspeaker/room equalization, 
loudness compensation, and translating the experience of the cinema 
to the home.

Holman holds six U.S. patents. He is a Fellow of the Audio Engineering 
Society (AES), the British Kinematograph Sound & Television Society 
(BKSTS), the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), 
SMPTE, and the World Technology Network. He has lifetime achieve-
ment awards from the Cinema Audio Society (CAS) and the Custom 
Electronics Design and Installation Association. Holman is the recipient 
of the Samuel L. Warner Memorial Award and Eastman Kodak Gold 
Medal from SMPTE. He is the author of three books, Sound for Film and 
Television, Surround Sound Up and Running, and Sound for Digital Video.

Paul W. Jones is a co-founder of 
Certifi Media Inc., a technology start-up 
company that provides tools for quality 
monitoring and securing of image digi-
tization workflows. He was previously 
a senior principal scientist at Eastman 
Kodak Co. for 23 years, where he devel-
oped digital image processing solutions 

for still-frame and video applications, primarily focusing on image 
compression and watermarking. He holds 29 patents in those fields 
and was a co-recipient of the 2005 C.E.K. Mees Award for his work 
on image watermarking. 

Jones is co-author of the textbook Digital Image Compression Tech-
niques, as well as several book chapters on compression, and he has 
taught various courses on this topic. He was a 2007 SMPTE Journal 
Award co-recipient for the paper, “Aliasing and Reconstruction Dis-
tortion in Digital Intermediates.” Jones is a member of IEEE and the 
Society of Imaging Science & Technology (IS&T).

Tom Maier is a Research Fellow in the 
Entertainment Imaging Business Unit of 
Eastman Kodak Co. During his 38-year 
career at Kodak he has written computer 
programs to model film and digital im-
aging systems, has developed methods to 
characterize and optimize the color qual-
ity of these imaging systems, and has run 

psychometric experiments to confirm the image quality of his com-
puter optimizations. Maier previously served on a number of the CIE 
committees related to color and now serves on several SMPTE DC28 
Standards Committees for Digital Projection Systems. He contributed 
to the standards dealing with color in the digital cinema system and 
was the editor of the Engineering Guideline, SMPTE 432-1-2007, 
Digital Source Processing—Color Processing for D-Cinema. Maier 
was previously honored with the SMPTE Journal award in 2004 and 
a Journal award in 2007. He is a Fellow of SMPTE. 

The Citation for Outstanding Service to 
the Society
This award recognizes individuals for dedicated service to the So-
ciety over a sustained period of time. Particular emphasis is placed 
on service performed at the Section level, including services per-
formed at Section meetings, special Section meetings, and nation-
al conferences. 

This year’s recipients are Patricia Keighley and Harold Miller.

Patricia Keighley is co-founder, 
vice president, general manager at DKP 
70MM Inc., an IMAX Company. Based in 
Santa Monica, CA, DKP has been involved 
in the film and digital post-production of 
more than 215 large-format films over the 
past three decades. 

An active member of SMPTE, Keighley is currently the Hollywood 
Region Governor. She served two consecutive terms as Hollywood 
Section Chair (2005-2007) and has served as General Arrangements 
Vice Chair for SMPTE Technical Conferences (2006). Keighley also 
served as Hollywood Secretary/Treasurer (2004-2005) and Section 
Manager (2003-2004).

Keighley is secretary of the Giant Screen Cinema Association where 
she chairs the Conference Committee and Technical Session and is 
coordinator of the Digital Education session. She is also the multi-
year producer of the annual Gala Awards Evening and Kodak Vision 
Award Program, as well as Films-in-Production and Films-in-Devel-
opment Chair.

Harold Miller began his career 
at Bell and Howell in 1960, where he 
worked in various positions, including 
chief engineer and manager of the con-
sumer product test lab, working on the 
development of cameras projectors, and 
motion picture printers. He later joined 
CBS/Fox as manager of quality assurance 

until the company was purchased by Technicolor Video in 1998. 
Miller retired from Technicolor in 1992 and worked as a consultant 
following his retirement, until 2007. 

A Life Member of SMPTE, Miller has been actively involved in the 
Society for more than 30 years, serving in the Chicago Section from 
1960 to 1986. He then joined the Detroit Section, serving most re-
cently as Secretary/Treasurer (2007-2008). He also served as Mem-
bership Chair (2005-2008), Manager (2004-2008), Test Material Ad-
visor (1998-2008), and Governor (1997-1998). 

Miller received a citation from the Motion Picture Association of 
America (MPAA) for “outstanding achievement in the investigation 
and prosecution in film and video piracy.” 
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The Society Citation
This Society Citation award recognizes individuals or companies 
who have actively been involved in specific Society engineering or 
editorial functions.

This year’s recipients are Stanley N. Baron and Christopher Lennon.

Stanley Baron has made innu-
merable contributions to SMPTE, most 
recently including his extensive work in 
reviewing all papers from each year’s IBC 
conference, and recommending a core 
group of outstanding papers for publica-
tion in the Journal. 

Baron retired in 1998 as managing director, television technology for 
the National Broadcasting Co. (NBC). He was involved in the de-
sign and development of digital television systems for more than four 
decades. In 1966, Baron invented Vidifont, the first commercially-
available digital graphics generator used in television production. In 
1980 he described a digital sampling structure and equipment inter-
face for television, which was adopted as SMPTE 125 and later as the 
foundation for HDTV. 

Baron received the David Sarnoff Medal (1991), the National Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters Television Engineering Achievement Award 
(1993), and the SMPTE Progress Gold Medal (2003). His work has 

also been recognized with Technical Emmy Awards from The Na-
tional Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.

Baron is a past-president of SMPTE. He also served two terms as 
SMPTE Engineering Vice President. He is an Honorary Member and 
Fellow of the Royal Television Society and a Fellow of SMPTE, IEEE, 
and BKSTS. 

Christopher Lennon has worked 
in the broadcasting industry for over 25 
years. He is currently director of integra-
tion and standards at Harris Corp. He 
began his broadcasting career at CHCH-
TV in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, where 
he designed and developed custom PC-
based software systems across a variety of 

operational areas. Since moving to the vendor side of the business in 
the early 1990s, he has managed a wide array of products and led 
several large-scale projects at broadcast facilities around the world. 
Lennon is Chair of SMPTE’s 32NF BXF Working Group.

Lennon is an active participant in the Advanced Television Systems 
Committee (ATSC), where he was one of the early instigators of the 
effort that became Programming Metadata Communications Protocol 
(PMCP), enabling PSIP-related data to flow between broadcast sys-
tems. Lennon also chairs the ATSC’s PC-7 Working Group, which is 
focused on improving interoperability among PSIP-related systems.
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