San Francisco
February 2011

On 24 February, the San Francisco section
had its first meeting after a brief hiatus to
reorganize. Held and hosted by HDI, those
attending were treated to an informal dis-
cussion and demonstration of their display
technology.

During the meeting, Ingemar Jansson,
chief executive officer and founder of HDI,
Chris Stuart, director of technology, and
Edmund Sandberg, chief technical officer
teamed up to explain how they have com-
bined their proprietary Liquid Crystal on
Silicon technology and a laser light source
in a video projection system. These two
technologies, as shown at the meeting, al-
lows for a high-resolution scalable light
output system. A side benefit is that the
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The emergence of stereoscopic 3D video
brings with it a need for convenient test
tools that rapidly verify and evaluate
displays and signal chains. In addition to
all the usual 2D issues, the addition of
left-right matching of timing and tone
scale, subsampling, compression,
viewing angle and left/right crosstalk
adds to the challenge.

Our 3D Vizualizer will visually evaluate
these 3D system and display parameters.
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30D material at the SF met

system’s design lends itself to the projec-
tion of 3D images without any loss of im-
age resolution or the need for expensive
active glasses.

Highlights of the meeting were the viewing
of 3D material including the video game

ting in f

chruary.

Avatar, based on the movie, and a RCA
1930s vintage rear screen video projector
undergoing restoration.

Fifty people attended the meeting and the
social hour and refreshments that preced-
ed.  John Hait ‘

lanadg

12 // SMPTE Motion Imaging Journal

April 2011


creo



Attendees at the SF meeting.

Connecting Content

Washington, D.C.
February 2011

The Washington, D.C., Section meeting on
24 February broke from the usual presen-
tations from featured speakers with a jour-
ney to television and broadcasting’s roots
via a special program held at the National
Capitol Radio & Television Museum in
nearby Bowie, MD.

After a meal and fellowship at a nearby
restaurant, the group traveled to the mu-
seum, which had been opened beyond its
normal operational hours to accommodate
the SMPTE meeting and tour.

The special program attracted both regular
and some first-time attendees, with a large
turnout that required breaking the attend-
ees into two groups to navigate the exhib-
its located in the refurbished “farm house,”

to Opportunity
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which was donated to house the Museum
by the City of Bowie.

Attendees witnessed “hands-on” dem-
onstrations of technologies that eventu-

ally led to modern-day radio and television

broadcasting. These included an operation
of a spark transmitter with reception pro-
vided by a Branly coherer detector, off-air
reception of AM signals via a Marconi-type
magnetic detector and several crystal sets,
a very early “electrical” phonograph, a
late-1930s home facsimile machine, and a
demonstration of a late 1920s mechanical
television via a working reproduction of a
Nipkow disk 28-line receiver.

The Museum contains a large number of
rare, and in some cases, one-of-a-kind
objects, including a pre-WWII RCA TRK-
120 mirror-lid television receiver; a Cro-
sley “Reado” fax printer that was used in
an early attempt to deliver an “electronic
newspaper” to the home; RCAs first pro-
duction color television receiver, the CT-
100 which dates to 1954; and an Atwater
Kent model 40 radio receiver that was

Washington, D.C., Section members Bob Bush and Peter Wharton study the fuseum’s C. Franci

BrightEye Mitto™ Scan Converter is the new way
to take YouTube™, Skype™ video, weather radar,
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National Capitol Badio & Television Busceum
docent Noel Elliott demonstrates 28 line
television circa 1928 with a specially crafted
mechanical “televisor

The interior of the Crosley “Reado” home facsimile machine ovened by the Musewm. Devices such
10s for delivery of a fax version of a daily
to homes overnight by radio statior \HMH g their experimental howrs” Only a fi

15 these were produced in the late19

e machine re produced and delivered before W ended the program . .
presented to President Herbert Hoover in

1928.

The Museum is located only a few miles
from the location of the 1929 experimen-
tal television station established by SMPTE
founder, C. Francis Jenkins, in Wheaton,

DVEO Extra Value for the Digital Age”

Broacdcast Division

NﬁBSHOW' Booth SU6911

M u Iti P rogra m AS I O r I P After the formal tour concluded, several at-
TS M o N ito ri N g Syste m tendees remained for an impromptu ques-

tion and answer session about items dis-

with Multiviewer for Head Ends played in the Museum.

° For Viewing' monitoring' and Iogging errors - TheWashington Section wishes to extend a
video freezes, black screens, audio levels, E’eclwgu‘,‘o: Ofd“;anksYto Mfe‘i“;doct‘?ms
VldeO OI“ audIO IOSS oe 10t an ony oung or ta mg 1me
loss of subtitles, etc.

e |nputs: ASlor IP (SD/HD,
MPEG-2 or H.264), audio,
subtitles, teletext,
clocks, and images

* Includes support for and 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.
audio alarms, SNMP, The Museum was established in 1999 and is

and e-mail alerts operated by The Radio History Society, Inc.,

Q Check/ASI™ orofi O
o Accepts 10 to 40+ serViceS or o Check/lPW a non-profit corporation that 1s dedicate

MD, and features a special exhibit about
Jenkins’ work in television.

out from their normal schedules to accom-
modate the evening tour. SMPTE members
from other areas of the country may wish to
include a stopover at the National Capitol
Radio & Television Museum on their next
trip to the Washington-Baltimore area. Nor-
mal hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays

to the preservation of radio and television’s

past.

858-613-1818 Www.dveo.com‘
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Detroit Section Attends
Great Lakes Broadcasting
Conference

Detroit Section members were in atten-
dance at the Great Lakes Broadcasting Con-
ference and exposition on 9 March, 2011.
The show, put on by the Michigan Asso-
ciation of Broadcasters each year, included
approximately 1,000 conference attendees,
which consisted of managers, sales, and
promotions staff from radio and TV. Many
local stations cannot send staff to NAB, so
this is one way to inform and educate their
staff. The focus of the conferences is not
only on those in the broadcasting arena, but
also students from both high school and
post-secondary educational institutions.

Detroit Section members Chris Hill and
Ray Previ manned the SMPTE booth, which
showed a DVD promoting SMPTE and its
upcoming NAB and New York conferences,
as well as the SMPTE Professional Devel-
opment Academy. At the booth, SMPTE

NG Promotron:

members spoke to management and stu-
dents about the value of membership.

After the close of the exhibits, a session
was held with approximately 70 members
of the Michigan legislature (almost half the

BATON

Automated File-based QC Software
Max formats & quality checks
Fast, easy to use & integrated

Interra Systems, Inc.

Content Readiness
Any Content...Any Stage

VEGA

Media Analyzers
H.264 & MPEG-2 compliance
MPEG-2 Transport stream

+140 2 i errasystems.com

WWW.i nterrasystems.com/d

members), who were told about the brand

new Raleigh Studios in Pontiac, Michigan
near Detroit—one of the largest in the
country. The legistators were also encour-
aged to vote to continue the film and digital
media tax credit program to promote the
film industry in the state of Michigan. Due
to budget problems in Michigan, the gov-
ernor proposed to cap the film credit at $25
million. As a result three major films with-
drew within three days of the announce-
ment, which resulted in a $300 million loss.
b
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