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P I want first to express my pleasure at being able to bc among 
YOU todiiy. When T. heard of the date fixcd for thc convention, 
I tried to  arrange my business visit so that I could bc pr~seiit,  and 
I want thereforc t o  say a t  oiiec that I am glad on behalf of tlie Sec- 
tion I havc the honor to reprcscnt-London-to be with you today, 
and take part in your clclibcrations. 

Our sectioii is a junior one, but I believe it will turn out t o  be 
a very important one. Importance in this department of our activi- 
ties is measured not so much by numbers as by its powcr to influcncc 
views and thoughts upon the technical matters connee1 ed with our 
industry. I feel that while on the technical side of your industry 
you have associated a good many British tcchnieians from our uni- 
versities and colleges, there are left behind in Britian quite il numbcr 
o€ other scientists capable of making contyibutioiis of international 
value in this business, arid I think nothing is more significant than 
the tone and chaiaeter of the deliberations since the Seetion was 
founded the early part of the year. You have not had the papers 
in your Transactions, but you will be interested in the kind of papers 
read up  to now. 

We opened at the bcginning of the year with a paper hy C. F. 
Elwell, who summarizecl the differcnt sound recording and repro- 
ducing systems from a purely technical point of view, and it is to 
his credit and that of the Society that in prcparing a very tech- 
nical survey of this branch of the industry he never tried to push tllc 
particular type of mechanism with which he was interested. H e  
was interested with the DcForest outfit and is a technician, high- 
class physicist, and cnginrer, but hc never, although he is a good 
commei*eial man, tried to push his own warc. I-Ie introduced that 
scientific spirit which we are so anxious to keep. The second paper 
dealt with Camera Mechanism and was by Mr. Ncwman, one of thc 
pioneers O€ cameras about 25 l o  30 ~ C L L P S  ago iind now associated 
particularly with the IVewmmi-Sinclaii* camera. His ptlpcr prover1 
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to be most excellent inid was found most intriguing in producing 
qucstions of widc range aiid varicty. The third pikper was by Mr. 
Schwarz of the Elstree Studios 011 trick lenses, which provoked coil- 
siclerablc interest and discussion, and lic brought with him an arm- 
oury of thc lenses to dcmonstrate. It was cnormously intcrcstiiig to 
everybody connected with studio work. Sincc I have been away 
another pager has been fixed by Mr. Suiidc OJI tlic acoustic ])roblcrns 
connected with thc camera and the stndio. That is the character o€ 
the people who have rcad papers, and I can assure yon that wheii 
you read them in the Transactions, you will feel that wc liavc ;It- 

tempted to make real contributioiis to the tcchnical branch of this 
grcat industry. Mr. Roy Pomeroy and Mr. Rosher, now in J4nglanc1, 
have also pi*omiscd to contribute at a n  early date. 

I am pleased to say, howcver, that iiot only has the clualit,y oE the 
work so fa r  accomplished bccn high, and from that point of view 
its influence is great, but the iiumber who have become membcrs has, 
I think, been satisfactory. Wc started with a very small membw- 
ship of perhaps undcr 30. Every meeting has been atteiidcd by 50- 
70 people, and evcry meeting has resulted in additions to OUY mem- 
bership, so that at present we hsvc about 80, a n d  by thc end of the 
year we hope to turn the centnry, and I think that  will be a very 
satisiactory start. 

We are trying to conform to the rules laid clowii from thid side, 
where we realize hcadyuartcrs are, but 1 hope you will also realize 
that i t  is not always wise to cnforcc your rules too strictly in a. 
country so fa r  away as Eiigland. We have the right fceliiig and 
the right spirit, and we will not let you clown, but doii't try and 
insist too much 011 regulations aiid rules which arc not vitally esscn- 
tial to the successful workjng of the Society if we frcl that some 
small modifiatioiis will be bettn.  adaptcd t o  our  own particular re- 
quirements. I ikm pleased t o  say that tho grade of membership is 
very high, and we have iiot a few of the leading oxecutivcs of the 
bigger companies who have willingly accepted my invitation to bc- 
come memhers of thc Society aiid have shown they belicve iii the 
Society. They have ciicouragcd many of their own technical staff 
oil the samc basis. 

1 think you will bc vci*y p r o d  of the child which you have 
givcn birth to iii Englancl. 


