
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

The Society of Motion Picturc Engineers has developed into an 
effective organization. I t  was less than tlircc ycars ago when a 
handful of enthusiastic mcii a t  thc suggestion of our past prcsidcnt, 
C. Prancis Jcnltiiis, met in Washington to discuss the atlvisability 
and possibility of forming a tcchuical I)ody in coiincction with the 
motion picturc industry. This mccting, as you know, resulted in 
thc formation of this Soc cty a t  thc Astor Hotel in Ncw York in 
<)ctohcr, T') r6. We have 1,cen rccognizcd as the authority on 
tcchiii cal matters in thc ino ti on picture in clus try and our procccd i iigs, 
which arc issucd twice a year, arc much i n  dcmaiid for reference. 
We should continuc in our cfforts and sliould includc a11 lx-anches 
of thc indtistry which should be rcprcscnted and through this means 
we should matcrially increase our memhcrsliip. 

Tliosc who attended our last mccting in Cleveland well remcmbcr 
the instructive and intcrcsting pal)ers which wcrc there read and 
discussed. Our transactions are now assuining goodly proportions 
and i t  is hoped that complete copics oC the transactions will be 
kept convenient for rcfcrcncc. 

I am not going to take up much of your timc cluriiig this scssion, 
hut I do want to bring two points to you which I feel should be 
kcpt constantly in mind; naincly , standardizatioii and coopcration. 

STANDAKUIZATION 

Onc of thc drawhacks of the motion picturc industry, and this 
is the experience of all ncw cngincering Ixdies, is thc lack of stand- 
arclization. We have a very resourcc~~~l  field before us and while 
we have made a good bcginning, I know wc all fccl that our activi- 
tics along this line should incrcasc with each succeeding mceting. 
I-ct us, in our recoinmcndations, keep in mind tlic practical as wcll 
as thc tcchnical viewpoint, inasmuch as thc two go hand in hand. 
I t  is w r y  dificult to estimate the dollars and cents that arc wastccl 
cacli ycar on account of the lack of standardization and likcwisc 
it is cqually difficult to estimate tlie savings that we may effect by 
our clrorts to standardizc. 

coo1 ERATION 

Commercial competition sliould have no bearing on any papers 
which wc prescnt or discuss. Let us considcr why we havc bcconic 
mcmlxrs of Thc Society oi  Motion Picture Engineers. Is it our 
sole wish to  join the Society for what wc individually can get out 
of it, or is i t  our purpose to  take a part in tlic development of  this 
growing industry ; to arhicvc tlie highest standards in order to 
matcrially bciicfit thereby? Coopcration and good fccling among 
our membcrs are thc only things that will bring the desired results. 

The period since the organization of our Society has heen a 
trying one. The whole world has been at war and thc pcriod has 
bccii one 01 industrial dcvclopment rather than of engineering 
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devrlopment aiid wc havc all been too busy producing material of 
o m  kind or anotlicr to assist in winning thc war. The Government 
a t  Washiiigton has proclaimed to  what cxteiit motion pictures have 
assisted in making thc world safe for democracy. Now that the 
armistice has been signed and pcace conEerences are bcing carricd 
on, we can again divcrt our efforts to a greater extent to the tcclinical 
fields and solve the problcms of standardization which will cvcntu- 
ally result in cconomies in our various departmcnts oC activity. In 
otlicr words, we as engineers, also will have our problems of read- 
justment. 

A subjcct which slioulcl receive our most serious consideration is 
the work of our various committees. They should show morc 
activity. Mcmbers who are appointed on committces are those 
wlio are well liostetl on the subjects covered by the several com- 
nittces. Thcrefore the committees arc thc natural channels 
through which should originate the problems of standardization 
and suhjccts for discussion. I t  would sccm that much of tlze work 
of our papcrs committee could be eliminatcd il each committee 
would arrangc for papers on subjects which i t  feels would bc most 
lirl 11 ful to  the members . 

I fully appreciate thc honor which you have conferred on me by 
electing mc your prcsident. I want to take this occasion to  thank 
thosc who so unselfishly gave their timc and coopcration in con- 
nection with thc Socicty work. The result of this meeting will bc 
duc mainly to their efforts. I hopc that you will individually feel 
that this is your mcctiiig aiid that you will lcavc Philaclclphia 
wi th  the fccling that you have not only profitcd by attending tliesc 
scssions, but also that you liavc been the means of helping other 
mcmbcrs to solve their problems. 

H. A. CAMPB. 
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